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What is metadata?

 Data labels, definitions, description of methodology, legends, 

source information, footnotes are all examples of metadata.

But why does it make a 

difference?



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Data without metadata

78 %
1 540 000

¾ 17,9

1985
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Data without metadata

WHAT?

WHEN?

HOW?

WHERE?
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Why does metadata make a difference?
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Standards and classification
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Great features of metadata

 Improve useability

 Improve consistency and coherence

 Improve comparability

Highlight quality issues

 Improve understanding

➢ When metadata are specified, the common

understanding improves and decision making is more 

informed.
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E-handbook on SDG indicators
https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/SDGeHandbook/Home

https://unstats.un.org/wiki/display/SDGeHandbook/Home
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Thank you for your attention!


