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Current 
Conversations in 
the AI Policy 
Space
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How can we promote 
responsible AI in society?

How do we leverage 
Generative AI responsibly 
within government?

How does government 
leverage AI to democratize 
access to data?



Democratizing 
Access to Public 
Data Through 
Generative AI

The emergence of GenAI has the 
potential to provide improved 
information and data access to users, 
from novices to experts.  

GenAI and other AI technologies present 
opportunities and challenges for data 
providers and data users—including 
government entities, industry, academia, 
and the public at large.
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ChatGPT, Bard return incorrect results from secondary sources (2023)



The Challenge

How can the U.S. Department of Commerce:

1. Use generative AI to democratize access to 
data and address Commerce’s strategic goal to 
“expand opportunity and discovery through 
data”

2. Ensure Commerce data through generative AI 
applications is accurate and prioritized over 
non-authoritative sources
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The Vision

The AI and Open 
Government Data Assets 
Working Group will 
develop guidelines for 
achieving generative AI-
ready open data by 
January 2025 to better 
support the 
development of 
generative AI 
applications.
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2024 Working Group Progress and Timeline



Guidelines for 
Achieving 
Generative AI-
ready Open Data 
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Generative 
AI-

readiness

Data & Metadata 
Formatting

Data Storage & 
Dissemination

Data Licensing 
and Usage

Data Integrity 
and Quality

Documentation
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PRE-DECISIONAL

Utilization of Commerce Data in Generative AI systems



9

Documentation

Documentation enhances the transparency and reproducibility of data and provides the necessary 
contextual understanding needed to effectively interpret and derive meaningful patterns from data. 

Data publishers like Commerce can significantly improve the utility and reliability of their data, thus 
supporting more accurate and robust model training.
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Data and Metadata Formats

By providing data with rich, comprehensive metadata, agencies can enable more accurate 
model performance, foster transparency, and promote trust in AI systems across various 
applications.
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Data Storage and Dissemination

Methods used to store and distribute Commerce data, including its availability through AI 
systems, are critical in shaping the accessibility and usability of the data across diverse 
application domains. A priority for Commerce is improving the navigation and retrieval of its 
data.
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Data Licensing and Usage

Appropriate data usage and licensing can permit or not permit website crawling, AI model 
training, AI-based queries, and research analytics. 
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Data Quality and Integrity

As an authoritative data provider, Commerce prioritizes the quality and integrity of its open 
data as it reaches users through generative AI applications. 



What’s Next?
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ChatGPT returns incorrect results. Copilot cites secondary 
sources. Gemini is accurate. (August 2024)

87.4%

25,839

2.5%

1: bing.com
2. censusreporter.org
3: areavibes.com
4. point2homes.com
5. datausa.io

Correct! 11.4%
10.2%

14.9%
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2025 Agenda

Generative AI-ready Data Pilots

Monitor and Evaluate Today’s 
Models

Iterate and Innovate 



Thank you!

Victoria Houed, Director of AI Policy and 
Strategy
Office of the Undersecretary for Economic 
Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce

vhoued@doc.gov
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