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Some useful references for the standardization of geographical names 

 

 
General 
 
1. Kadmon, Naftali (2001): Toponymy – the lore, laws and language of geographical names.  New 

York: Vantage Press. 
 
2. UNGEGN and ICA (2012): Webcourse on toponymy.  Free access from UNGEGN website: 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/docs/_data_ICAcourses/index.html 
 
3. UNGEGN (2017): Toponymy training manual.  

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/wg6.html 
 
 

National standardization 
 
4. UNGEGN (2002): Glossary of terms for the standardization of geographical names. New York: 

United Nations. Downloadable, from the UNGEGN website at: 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/publications.html 

 
5. UNGEGN (2006): Manual for the national standardization of geographical names.  New York: 

United Nations. Downloadable, from the UNGEGN website at: 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/publications.html 

 
6. UNGEGN brochures: Consistent use of place names, and Geographical names as vital keys for 

accessing information in our globalized and digital world.  
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/publications.html 

 
7. UNGEGN website:  National names authorities and useful reference documents relating to 

standardization https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/nna.html 
 
8. UNGEGN website: Reports of the eleven UN Conferences on the Standardization of 

Geographical Names and the thirty sessions of the UN Group of Experts on Geographical 
Names, as well as most of the individual documents presented can be accessed and 
downloaded (https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/) 

 
9. UNGEGN (2016): UNGEGN Information Bulletin, Vol. 51, includes articles on “National names 

authorities – structures and operations”. 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/bulletin.html 
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Geographical names and cultural heritage 
 
10. Cantile, Andrea and Helen Kerfoot (editors) (2016): Place names as intangible cultural 

heritage.  International Scientific Symposium, Firenze, Italy, 26-27 March 2015.  Firenze: IGMI. 
 
11. Choo, Sungjae (editor) (2015): Geographical names as cultural heritage.  Proceedings of the 

International Symposium on Toponymy, Seoul, 7-9 November 2014.  Seoul: Kyung Hee 
University Press. 

 
12. Jordan, Peter et al (editors) (2009): Geographical names as a part of the cultural heritage.  

Wiener Schriften zur Geographie und Kartographie, Band 18.  Wien: Institut für Geographie 
und Regionalforschung der Universität Wien. 

 
 

Database management 
 

13. UNGEGN Technical reference manual for the standardization of geographical names, 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/publications.html, last accessed 03/2018  

 
14. What is a database management system (DBMS)? - Definition from WhatIs.com, 

www.whatis.com, last accessed 03/2018 
 
15. INSPIRE Data Specification for Geographical Names, 

http://inspire.ec.europa.eu/index.cfm/pageid/2, last accessed 03/2018 
 

16. Unicode Consortium, codepages, http://www.unicode.org/ , last accessed 03/2018 
 

17. Microsoft Access, Website: http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/access/ , last accessed 03/2018 
 
18. MySQL, Website: http://www.mysql.com/ and http://www.postgresql.org/ and 

http://postgis.refractions.net/ , last accessed 03/2018 
 
19. Esri © ArcGIS, Website: http://www.esri.com/software/arcgis/index.html, last accessed 

03/2018 
 
20. Quantum GIS, Website https://www.qgis.org/en/site/, last accessed 03/2018 
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Undersea Feature Naming 
 
21. IHO GEBCO sub-committee on Undersea Feature Names (SCUFN) – Documents from meetings 

of SCUFN, proposal form for undersea feature names (2017), on-line GEBCO Gazetteer of 
Undersea Feature names, can be accessed at: 
https://www.iho.int/srv1/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=443:scufn&catid
=64&Itemid=747&lang=en 

 
22. GEBCO website at https://www.gebco.net/ 
 
23. IHO Publicaton B-6 (2013, with updates to 2017): Standardizaton of Undersea Feature Names 

– Guidelines, proposal form and terminology can be downloaded in English/French at 
https://www.gebco.net/data_and_products/undersea_feature_names/documents/b6_ef_e4.
1.0_2013_rev2017.pdf 

 

24. IHO publication S-23: Limits of Oceans and Seas, Draft 4th Edition, 2002 
https://www.iho.int/mtg_docs/com_wg/S-23WG/S-23WG_Misc/Draft_2002/Draft_2002.htm 

 

25. IHO-SCUFN “Undersea Feature Generic Terms and Definitions” can be searched through on-
line database at: http://www.kosbidb2.co.kr:8080/recommend/ 

 
26. GEBCO Gazetteer of Undersea Feature Names ... on-line search currently available through 

https://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/gazetteer/ 
 
 

Promotion of names and programmes 
 
27. National Geographic Information Institute (2016): People, places and place names in the 

Republic of Korea.  Seoul: NGII. 
 
28. UNGEGN (2012): Media kit.  https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/mediakit.html 
 
29. UNGEGN website: Information on the various UNGEGN Working Groups and Divisions.  

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/wgs.html and 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/divisions.html 

 
30. UNGEGN website: Toponymic Guidelines for map and other editors for international use. 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/wgGuidelines.html 
 
 

Some other useful websites 
 
31. International Hydrographic Organization (IHO): https://www.iho.int/ 
 

https://www.iho.int/srv1/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=443:scufn&catid=64&Itemid=747&lang=en
https://www.iho.int/srv1/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=443:scufn&catid=64&Itemid=747&lang=en
https://www.gebco.net/
https://www.gebco.net/data_and_products/undersea_feature_names/documents/b6_ef_e4.1.0_2013_rev2017.pdf
https://www.gebco.net/data_and_products/undersea_feature_names/documents/b6_ef_e4.1.0_2013_rev2017.pdf
http://www.kosbidb2.co.kr:8080/recommend/
https://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/gazetteer/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/mediakit.html
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/wgs.html
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/divisions.html
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/wgGuidelines.html
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https://data.aad.gov.au/aadc/gaz/scar/ 
 

 
 
33. UNESCO intangible cultural heritage, including list of designated heritage sites: 

https://ich.unesco.org/ 

  
34. UN Global Geospatial Information Management (UNGGIM): http://ggim.un.org/ 
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