
UNITED 
NATIONS 

E 

Economic and Social Council 
Distr. 
GENERAI, 

E/CONF.91/CRP.16 
13 January  1998 

ENGLISH ONLY 

SEVENTH UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 
ON THE STANDARDIZATION OF 
GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES 

New York, 13-23 January 1998 
Item 5 ( e )  of the provisional agenda* 

NATIONAL STANDARDIZATION: TOPONYMIC GUIDELINES FOR 
MAP AND OTHER EDITORS 

Toponvmic-Guidelines for CartosraDhv - Norwav 
- PaDer submitted by Norwav 

* E/CONF.91/1 



I .2 'Thc alphabet of Norwegian 
A 'I tl 11 0 0 

B h I I  1' P 
cc ' I  G! u 
D ii K k  l i  r 
E c I .  I SS 
Fl  M 111 T t  
(i 2 u I1 I ;  LI 





'I 

'11 

'I 11 

h 

hb 

Cl l  

ti 

titi 

e 

C! 

I 

If 

g 
<L '2 
i '  

FJ 
? I 1  

I1 

111 

I 

I 
k 

LJ 
k h  

I 

!I 
ll 

Ill 

111371 

11 



I .7 Dialects 
I ~ c a l  dialects of Norwegian ;ire spoken i i i  most riiral districts antl to some extent in the 
towns. The standard language antl  its variants are now inc~.easingly used i n  the rural centers of 
population, especially those where industry has dcvlopecl dtiring this century. 

As a result o f  the linguistic situation i n  the country. there is probably ;I stronger 
admixture of dialect f'oims on Norwegian n i a l i s  than on the maps ot' most of the neighbouring 
countries. I n  addition to the staritlartliz,etl forins of Bokin i l  and Nynorsk a number of t1i:ilc 
forms occtir, thms vari;tnts ;is t,jcrn, tjgi-n, tjeiin, Ijsnn (small lake. pond), lille, lisle, litle, liije 
(little), aust, pst ( 
covers ;I district with clialcctal differences. scver;iI variunts m a y  lie found on tlie sxne map. 

) %  kirke, kyrk-jc, kjerkc. k,j@rke, (church) ,  may be f o u n d  on maps. I f  ;I map 

I .8 Minority luiiguages 
,S r ram i 
Ti le  Samii language has ott'icial \ t a t u s  and is iisixi ;is ;in officinl langiiiige i n  addition to 
Norwcy i ;in i 11 sc vci-al n i i i i i  ic i p i 1  i t  i es  i  ii Nor-t t i  ern Noi-w ay . S ;i;tin i p I ace n iirries occiii- sc;i tte red 
over ;I wider :ires than wticre the Ianguiige IS s p k e i i  ;is fa r  south  ;is Mid-Norway. 

The Saanii belongs to the western branch of the Finno-Ugi-ian language family antl is 
'Iy relxed to the Balto-Finnic languages. Speakers of Saami and Finnish cannot 

iintlerstancl cacti other Lvlien they speak theii- languagcs, but have to  revert to Swedish,  
Norwegi;iii, English o r  otticr I;ingiia$ 

number of pcoplc with Saanii ;is their first laiiguage varies immensely. 'The majority of Saami 
and speakers of Sanini live i n  Noi-cv;iy. altogether approximately 30 000. Traditionally thcre 
;ire nine dialects. South Saaini. Lule Saami. x i c l  North Saami arc spoken in Norway nowaclays. 
T h e  dialects differ considerably i o  that speakers f'rom clist;int dialect ;imis often have difficulty 
i 11 11 ndcrs tiin di n g e ;tc h oth e r. Yf o 
yi-xiation, often called \ i m p l y  gr  

inti oppression, t l ie language has acquirecl mtl cfvt'11 

licconie the siib,ject o f  I ; iwj  :tiid rcylatioii\ that decisively strengthen its official status position 
i n  society. Sxirni is tauyht i n  all I c \ d s  of s c h o o l s  :inti is iisecl officially i n  the locul 
adniinistratioii. 

rnaps, signs antl other- official ilocuments xcording to tracliiional Ioc;11 me. In the event that ;in 

entity has name\ i n  Sxuiii, as  well as i n  Norwegian :ind/oi- Kveii all the relevant naines should 
he iised on maps. road signs 
Later ;t new L,ule 

Sanmi is spoken in  N o r w ; ~ ~ .  S~vccteri. Finland and on the Kola peninsula in  Russia. T11e 

aani i d i a I ec t s ;ire pho n e t i c' ti I I y co mp 1 i c a tcd. Co nson ;in t 
t ion .  oxists i n  ;ill Saami dialects except South Saami. 

I~.ollowinp ;i long period 0,' ncgle 

The Norwegiuii place i l m e  law tlccr that Saami place niirnes should be used on 

111 1978 ii ne\v North Saaiiii orthogr;tphy wits introclucecl. 
inii oi-ttiogr:iptiy w;is put  iiito use, I n  more I I n t  map editions the new 



An iniport;int p u t  of [t ic clei;cripion of' the Nor th  
conson;int gradation. 'l'tic consonant gradation participatcs i n  the inflections imd (lei-ivntioiis 01' 

Saa in i  in  the s m c  way :is unilaut anti ablaut of Geriiianic languages 

mi language is the ticscription 01' thc 
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K v e n  (FUtni,vii) 
The Kvens are ;I people M'iili m c i c i i t  roots i n  Northern Finland. Sweclen NICI Norway .  'Tocia). 
the term Kven is o n l y  ~ i s c i l  of  those of Finnish descent who live i n  Northern Norway. The 
Kven language (Norwegian  "Kvcii. ) lungtiage is similar to the Finnish dialect of Northern 
Finland, in  particular the dialect of 'l'orncilalcn In Sweden. Most of  the Norwegian Kvens live 
i n  the counties o f  T r o r n  anti Finnni:irk \vIierc they often live amongst Norwegians and Saarni. 
































