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1. Introductian

Since the Third United Nationg Conference on the Standardization
of Geographical Names, Japan has made much effort to he active in
nrogrammes for standardizing geographical names. In Japan, there
is suppased to be more than lUmillion geographical names used in
daily lives and sogcial activities of the people, and Japan has no
orospect to ¢ollect and standardize all of them. Since the Third
United Natiagns Cenference, however, Japan has continued to standard-
ize about 200 thousand names to meet social requirements for map

sampilation, residence sddressing and others,

2. Domestic Name Organization

The Japanese Gavernment has no centralized agency which is
entrusted with all matters referring to geogrephical names.,
But,the faollowing agencies and organization heve dealt with de-
cision, collection and standardization of names in connection with
their own official business. )

(1) Beagraphical Survey Institute, Ministry of Constructian

The Geographical Survey Institute has collected many kinds of
geugraphical names chiefly on the lands to indicate them on each
series of the national base maps in Japan.

(2) Hydrographic Department, Maritime Safety Agency,

Ministry of Transport

The Hydrogqraphic Department has collected the geographieal
names on sea coasts and teritorisl waters of Japsn as well as their
surrounding waters for the requirment of indicating them on each
series of nautical and bathymetric charts. The hydrographic Depart-
ment has also newly named undersea features after seeking counsel
for the Assembly of Geographical Names aof QOcean and Bottom features.

(3) National Polar Research Institute, Ministry of Educakion

The National Polar Research Institute has pnrepared the geo-
graphical names for new places in the Antarctic to indicate them zj
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Antarctic maps and te apply to Antarctic research aclivities. In
the Institute, the Antsrctic gecgraphical names have been decided
after seeking counsel from the Antarctic Place Names Committee.

(4) Japan Geographical Associstion (Affiliated Association

of Ministry of Home Affairs)

The Japan Geoyraphical)l Association has collected all names of
the territorial adminietrative units and af settlements, which are
stipulated by laws and regulatiaong.

{5) Joint Committee on the Standardization of Geographical

Names

fhe Joint Committee was established by the Geographical Survey
Institute end the Hydrographic Department to csrried out the work
of standardizing the Geographical names. 1In the Committee, the
Primary and Secondary Education Buresu, Ministry of Education, the
Japan Brgadcasting Corperetion (NHK), the Japan Map Center and the
Japan Hydragraphic Associetion also take part as the observers.

3. Standardization of Geographical Names

Of Japan's geographical names, about 140 thousand are the
names af territorial administrative unite and of settlements
stipulated by laws and regulatians. Therefore, there happens to
be na confusion at their =spellings, pranuynciatiﬂna gnd territorial
areas. But, as to other names which indicsate the natural features
and conventional namesg on the lands, thers sometimes happens to be
an uncoincide at their spellings and pronounciations as well as
dimensins and locations, because their names have been freely appli-
ed among pecgple for a long time. Therefors the effort of
gstandardization has been made for these kinds of geographical names.

The standardization of geographical names in Japan have been
carried out since 1962 by the above Joint Committee on the Stand-
ardization of Geographical Namea. The objected geoqgrephical names
are prospected to be 60,000 relating to the natural features and
conventional areas, and sbout 15,008 nemes have been already stand-
ardized so far. Above all, 11,000 nameg of them have been dealt
with since the Third United Nations Conference on the Standard-

ization of Geographical Names.
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4, MNames af Undersza Features
Aa for the names of undersea fealtures, those adopted by the
GEBCO Sub-~Committes on Geographical Names of Ocean Bottom Features
83 a result of interrnational cooperative wark and appraved by IAPO
are being used uncunditionally. Names of other undersca fcatures
have been adopted by the Hydrographic Department, Maritime Safety
Agency after seeking councel from the Assembly on Geographieal
Names of Ocean and Bolttom Feetures. Since the Third Upited Nations
Conference on the Standasvdizetion of Geographical Nomes, 512 names
have been adopted and total of them has emounted to 558 so Ffar.
5. Antarctic Geographical MNames
The Mational Polar Research Institute has dealt with the
new geographical names of the Antarctic situated south of latitude
6Bﬂs where the Japan has been engaged in the Antarctic observation
and research. Declsion af the nsmes hag been done after seeking
counsel from the Antarctic Place Names Commitlee of Japan. The
total geagraphical names adopted in this Committee has amounted tao
267, and 79 of them hag begen decided sipce the Third United Nations
Conference an Standavdization of Geographical Names.
6. National Gazetteer and Toponomic Guideline
In Jepan, the national gazetteer which includes all the stand-
ard geographical names has not yet been CUmpiied, For domestic
use, however, the List of Nationgl Administrative Arens (Kokudo
Gybsei Kukaku Séran) has been issued by Japan Geographical
Association. This gazetteer has Deen revised every vear and inclos-
gd all names of the territorial sdminigstrsbive units and settlements.
As for the names aof natursl features, those standardized up to naw
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have hesn listed up in the Gazetteer of Standatd Geographical Names
(Hydzun Timeisyu) which was issued by the Jepan Map Center in 1981.
Another one is the Gazetteer of Japen Coast(Nippon Engan Timeisyd)
compiled by the Hydrgraphic Department, in which all names of
coasts, seas, and undersea features are incleosed.

In the near future, the Joint Committee on the Standatdization
of Geographicel names will compile bthe national and international
Bazetteer lncluding the main gecgrephicsel names of Japan with the

attached Toponomic Guideline.




