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 Summary 

 The present report, which was prepared in accordance with Economic and Social 

Council decision 2025/315 and past practices, provides a summary of recent activities 

undertaken under the Global Gender Statistics Programme by the Statistics Division of 

the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat and the Inter-Agency 

and Expert Group on Gender Statistics to strengthen gender data to support progress 

towards gender equality and Sustainable Development Goal monitoring. In particular, 

the report describes progress in mainstreaming a gender perspective into the work of 

the Statistical Commission. The report also provides information on the outcomes of 

the tenth Global Forum on Gender Statistics and conclusions of recent meetings of 

the Inter-Agency and Expert Group, as well as an update on activities related to 

statistics on time use, including the availability of the Guide to Producing Statistics 

on Time Use as a user-friendly electronic resource. Finally, the report offers an update 

on methodological developments related to measuring technology-facilitated violence 

against women, jointly undertaken by the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality 

and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the World Health Organization and 

the United Nations Population Fund, as well as plans for future work.  

 The Commission is invited to take note of the report.  

 

  

 

 * E/CN.3/2026/1. 

https://docs.un.org/en/E/CN.3/2026/1
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 I. Introduction 
 

 

1. The present report provides a summary of the work of the Statistics Division of 

the Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the Inter-Agency and Expert 

Group on Gender Statistics in 2024 and 2025 pursuant to the requests of the Statistical 

Commission contained in its decisions 42/102, 44/109, 48/109, 51/115, 53/111, 

54/104 and 55/112 in terms of: (a) developing methodological guidelines for the 

production and use of gender statistics, including on the measurement of time use and 

unpaid domestic and care work; (b) serving as the coordination mechanism for the 

Global Gender Statistics Programme, inter alia, by convening the annual meetings of 

the Group and organizing the Global Forum on Gender Statistics every two years; 

(c) integrating a gender perspective into the work of the Commission, in collaboration 

with other subject matter experts; and (d) developing a statistical framework for 

standardized internationally comparable measures on technology-facilitated violence 

against women, jointly undertaken by the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality 

and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the World Health Organization 

(WHO) and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).  

 

 

 II. Progress in mainstreaming the gender perspective in the 
work of the Statistical Commission  
 

 

2. The Inter-Agency and Expert Group continued its efforts in response to the 

Statistical Commission’s request to adopt and integrate a gender perspective into all 

its agenda items (decision 51/115), advancing work in the two priority areas identified 

by the Group: (a) business and trade statistics; and (b) climate change statistics. The 

results of such work are reported below. 

3. Since the Commission approved and took note of the guidance note on 

mainstreaming gender into business and trade statistics (see decisions 55/112 and 

55/116), encouraging the Inter-Agency and Expert Group and the Committee of 

Experts on Business and Trade Statistics to strengthen ongoing collaboration, the two 

bodies have established a fruitful partnership. The Group contributed to a dedicated 

chapter on integrating gender in business and trade statistics in the Handbook on 

Integrating Business and Trade Statistics, which was part of a broader strategy by the 

Committee to strengthen the horizontal integration of basic statistics across statistical 

domains related to business and trade, to help improve their consistency and usability. 

The Group also provided useful inputs and feedback to a white paper on indicators 

related to the integration of gender in business and trade statistics, which builds on 

the guidance note and aims to leverage existing information already available to 

national statistical offices, using linking techniques, in order to provide elements to 

gauge the gender gaps in economic and social variables in the realm of business and 

trade. In addition, the Group and the Committee have jointly developed a template 

for collecting national practices with the aim of contributing to a global online 

repository. 

4. In view of the variety of statistical frameworks intersecting in the environmental 

sphere, the Inter-Agency and Expert Group decided, at its seventeenth meeting, to 

concentrate efforts on climate change statistics. Under the leadership of Colombia, 

and in collaboration with the Expert Group on Environment and Climate Change 

Statistics, a guidance note on mainstreaming gender into climate change statistics is 

being drafted. Work on the guidance note is well underway, and it will be made 

available on the website of the Commission as a background document. The aim of 

the guidance note is to raise awareness among data producers about the need to 

address data gaps at the intersection of gender and climate change, thus fostering 



 
E/CN.3/2026/24 

 

3/14 25-19777 

 

dialogue and offering a tool for gender statisticians to communicate and articulate the 

relevance of carrying out joint activities with environmental and climate change 

statisticians. The comprehensive approach proposed in the note aims to make visible 

how climate change has different impacts on women and girls than on d men and boys 

due to existing gender inequalities.  

5. The guidance note on mainstreaming gender into climate change statistics 

highlights the need for a more inclusive statistical ecosystem that avoids gender 

biases through the entire statistical production process. In the same vein, the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has highlighted and recognized that 

gender, along with other sociodemographic factors such as age, socioeconomic status 

and income, is fundamental to analysing the ways in which climate change is 

experienced. Recognizing gender differences in vulnerability and adaptation can 

allow for gender-sensitive responses that reduce the vulnerability of women and men.1 

Climate change and environmental crises and disasters disproportionately affect 

women and girls, particularly those in vulnerable and marginalized situations, 

reinforcing and magnifying existing gender inequalities. In turn, gender inequalities 

and the unequal access of women to land and natural resources, financing, technology, 

knowledge, mobility and other assets constrain the ability of women to respond and 

cope in contexts of climate and environmental crises and disasters. The lack of 

adequate data disaggregated by sex and relevant gender statistics is one of many 

factors that render women and girls and their needs and priorities invisible to 

policymakers. Filling data gaps in the gender–environment nexus, including data 

regarding climate change and disaster risk reduction, is thus a key step in shaping 

effective, evidence-based policies and programmes to achieve gender equality. 2  In 

this context, the guidance note spotlights examples of country initiatives, contributed 

by members of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group and the Expert Group on 

Environment and Climate Change Statistics, that exemplify efforts to produce climate 

change statistics from a gender perspective. These country cases are organized 

according to the policy areas introduced by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change – drivers, impacts, vulnerability, mitigation and adaptation – which also make 

up the main structure of the Global Set of Climate Change Statistics and Indicators. 

The cases show that countries have started to explore the nexus between gender and 

climate change with significant variation in their approaches. The note also presents 

considerations that must be taken into account when incorporating a gender 

perspective in all statistical phases of the production of statistics on climate change, 

taking as a reference the Generic Statistical Business Process Model.  

6. Collaboration between the Inter-Agency and Expert Group and the Expert 

Group on Environment and Climate Change Statistics is expected to continue, as the 

latter has addressed the subject matter of gender and climate change integration at its 

past four annual meetings.3 Furthermore, work under this workstream will continue 

through a four-year project that was launched under the seventeenth tranche of the 

Development Account, on measuring climate change with a gender dimension for 

better adaptation and mitigation policies (see sect. V.B below).  

7. In addition, the Statistics Division prepared analyses of how gender issues were 

considered at the fifty-fifth and fifty-sixth sessions of the Commission, encompassing 

__________________ 

 1  Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation, and 

Vulnerability. Part A: Global and Sectoral Aspects. Working Group II Contribution to the Fifth 

Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change  (New York, Cambridge 

University Press, 2014). 
 2  See E/CN.6/2022/3. 
 3  See E/CN.3/2026/10. 

https://docs.un.org/en/E/CN.6/2022/3
https://docs.un.org/en/E/CN.3/2026/10
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official reports, background documents, decisions and side events. 4 These analyses 

revealed an increasing integration of a gender perspective across the Commission’s 

agenda, with varying levels of depth. In particular, the Commission endorsed the 

System of National Accounts (SNA) 2025 which introduces chapters on sustainability 

and the measurement of well-being, including unpaid household service work, a key 

component of gender data. Other agenda items that go beyond traditional topics 

related to gender concerns include energy statistics and informal economy statistics.  

8. The fourth revision of the Principles and Recommendations for Population and 

Housing Censuses, also endorsed by the Commission in 2025, highlights the need for 

inclusivity, with an emphasis on planning census operations through a gender-

sensitive lens. The fourth revision will also guide the 2030 World Population and 

Housing Census Programme and includes a section on making censuses more 

inclusive, reflecting significant efforts to mainstream a gender perspective. The draft 

of the Handbook of Surveys on Individuals and Households: Foundations and 

Emerging Approaches included a chapter on mainstreaming a gender perspective 

through all types of surveys and data-collection efforts.  

9. The Statistics Division has also made a point of embedding the gender lens in 

its capacity-building activities, such as the Technical Workshop on International 

Migration and Temporary Mobility Statistics,5 which included a discussion of gender 

considerations in migration statistics. 

 

 

 III. Conclusions of the tenth Global Forum on Gender Statistics  
 

 

10. The Statistics Division, in collaboration with the National Statistics Office of 

Georgia and under the guidance of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Gender 

Statistics, organized the tenth Global Forum on Gender Statistics. This landmark 

event, held under the Global Gender Statistics Programme, was held in order to 

review countries’ progress toward gender equality, assess data availability, showcase 

innovative statistical methods and reflect on ways to maximize the use of existing 

data. The Forum fostered rich in-person discussion among approximately 150 

participants from 26 countries, including 132 representatives from national statistical 

offices and other government agencies, underscoring the statistical community’s 

collective commitment to the agenda. Throughout the sessions, participants 

unanimously reaffirmed the critical role of gender statistics in supporting evidence-

based policymaking, accelerating progress towards gender equality and achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

11. The tenth Forum marked a significant milestone, as it coincided with the 

thirtieth anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. Participants 

in the high-level panel entitled “From Beijing to 2030 and Beyond – The Evolution 

of Gender Statistics for Sustainable Development” reflected on the long evolution of 

gender statistics, acknowledging notable progress made since 1995 in areas such as 

education, political participation, maternal health and labour market engagement. 

However, discussions also provided a crucial reality check: those gains remain uneven 

and fragile, and challenges like violence against women persist as a major global 

crisis. This historical perspective galvanized participants, who called for renewed 

__________________ 

 4  Available at https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2024/iaeggs-

20241203/1.A1_Gender%20Mainstreaming%20Highlights%2055SC%20FINAL.pdf and 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2025/iaeggs-

20250930/Gender%20Mainstreaming%20-%20Highlights%20of%20the%2056th%20Session% 

20of%20the%20Statistical%20Commission1.pdf. 
 5  https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2024/migration-wk-poland-2024/. 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2024/iaeggs-20241203/1.A1_Gender%20Mainstreaming%20Highlights%2055SC%20FINAL.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2024/iaeggs-20241203/1.A1_Gender%20Mainstreaming%20Highlights%2055SC%20FINAL.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2025/iaeggs-20250930/Gender%20Mainstreaming%20-%20Highlights%20of%20the%2056th%20Session%25%2020of%20the%20Statistical%20Commission1.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2025/iaeggs-20250930/Gender%20Mainstreaming%20-%20Highlights%20of%20the%2056th%20Session%25%2020of%20the%20Statistical%20Commission1.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2025/iaeggs-20250930/Gender%20Mainstreaming%20-%20Highlights%20of%20the%2056th%20Session%25%2020of%20the%20Statistical%20Commission1.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2024/migration-wk-poland-2024/
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ambition that mirrors the transformative spirit of 1995, to ensure that gender statistics 

actively guide policymaking and drive tangible improvements in women’s lives.  

12. Discussions highlighted substantial progress in gender mainstreaming efforts 

across national statistical systems. Countries shared practical approaches for 

embedding gender perspectives through strengthened institutional frameworks, 

dedicated legal and gender-data strategies, and the implementation of gender-

responsive planning and budgeting. This institutionalization is key to ensuring that 

gender data consistently informs evidence-based policies. Significant advancements 

were showcased through initiatives such as regular time-use surveys, violence against 

women surveys, and the development of extended accounts on unpaid household 

production of services, which have expanded the relevance and usability of gender 

statistics. In a dedicated session on care systems transformation, participants 

emphasized the critical role of time-use data in measuring and valuing unpaid 

domestic and care work, which is disproportionately carried out by women and girls 

and remains largely invisible in traditional economic indicators, and called for the 

sustainable and regular collection of such data. Furthermore, in the context of 

violence against women, participants stressed the continuous advancement of ethical 

and methodological innovations to ensure the quality, comparabil ity and safety of 

data collection, emphasizing the role of data as a foundation for prevention of all 

forms of gender-based discrimination and violence and for the formulation of 

responsive policy in that regard. 

13. Forum participants also dedicated significant attention to cross-cutting and 

economic thematic areas. In sessions on women’s economic empowerment, the need 

for disaggregated data, standardized definitions and the integration of gender 

perspectives into statistics on business and trade was stressed. The latter was 

highlighted as an area where many countries are advancing, showing how gender 

statistics can inform broader economic policies. The intersection of gender data and 

climate change was explored, and the discussions revealed how data can illuminate 

the differentiated impacts of environmental change on women and men and inform 

resilience policies. A dedicated session on gender and migration statistics highlighted 

the challenges in capturing the gender dimensions of migration, including labour 

mobility and social integration, and the need for harmonized definitions and sources.  

14. The impact of digital transformation was a core focus of the Forum, where 

participants examined the multifaceted relationship between such transformation and 

gender data. Discussions covered three main aspects: (a) how digital technologies can 

be utilized to strengthen data production (e.g. digital platforms, mobile applications); 

(b) how data can measure and address the persistent gender digital divide; and (c) the 

need for statistics to expose new inequalities created by digital transformation, such 

as technology-facilitated violence against women and bias in artificial intelligence.  

15. Participants acknowledged the persistence of challenges, including resource 

constraints, capacity gaps, siloed structures and the critical issue of growing 

resistance to gender equality globally. Participants in the Forum underscored the 

absolute necessity of sustainable and predictable funding for the continued collection, 

integration, analysis and dissemination of gender statistics to counteract this 

pushback and inform transformative policies. 

16. A recurring message throughout the Forum was the mutually reinforcing 

relationship – the virtuous circle – between the quality of gender data and the effective 

use of such data for policymaking. When gender data are relevant, timely and well 

communicated, they inform evidence-based policies that, in turn, generate a stronger, 

more consistent demand for better and more comprehensive statistics. This dynamic 

interaction is essential for driving sustained progress toward gender equality and 

securing funding to support the continuous production of quality gender data.  
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17. Countries that have successfully institutionalized mechanisms that link data 

production and policy formulation – such as inter-agency coordination bodies, regular 

data reviews and user-centred dissemination – more consistently integrate a gender 

perspective across sectors. The availability of quality gender data has been 

instrumental in shaping laws and programmes that address violence against women, 

improve labour market participation and expand social protection. By translating 

complex data into actionable insights through effective communication tools like 

dashboards and infographics, statistical offices are successfully bridging the gap 

between producers and users. Forum participants concluded that the most successful 

experiences are found where the collection, production, dissemination and use of 

gender data are not viewed merely as technical exercises but as a cornerstone of 

governance and accountability, fostering political commitment and encouraging 

further investment in statistical capacity to ensure the continued responsiveness of 

gender statistics to evolving societal needs. 

18. It was decided that the next iteration of the Global Forum on Gender Statistics 

will be organized in 2027 by the Statistics Division under the Global Gender Statistics 

Programme and with the guidance of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Gender 

Statistics, maintaining the momentum of the Programme.  

 

 

 IV. Update on time-use data activities  
 

 

19. Time-use data are fundamental for the design, implementation, monitoring and 

evaluation of a wide range of public policies, including those required to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals. These data are essential for monitoring progress 

toward Goal indicator 5.4.1 on the proportion of time spent on unpaid domestic and 

care work, by sex, age and location, and they contribute to the evidence base for 

several other Goals and targets. 

20. The Statistics Division has continued to compile and harmonize national time-

use data to ensure their alignment with Goal indicator 5.4.1 and the minimum set of 

gender indicators. This work has contributed to the expansion of the global time-use 

database. Currently, 96 countries report data on Goal indicator 5.4.1, covering 

approximately 78 per cent of the world’s population. The improved data coverage 

enhances the ability of policymakers to track gender disparities in unpaid domestic 

and care work and to design policies that promote inclusive and sustainable 

development. However, regional coverage remains uneven: more than 90 per cent of 

the population in Central and Southern Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, and 

Europe and Northern America is covered, while only 42 per cent of the population of 

sub-Saharan Africa is covered. Many countries lack sustainable models for regular 

data collection and have only been able to conduct time-use surveys once. The use of 

such surveys for policy design and monitoring is therefore limited.  

21. To address these gaps, the Statistical Commission, at its fifty-fifth session in 

2024, endorsed the Guide to Producing Statistics on Time Use and requested the 

Statistics Division and partners to support its implementation (decision 55/112 (b)). 

The Guide provides a range of methodological options for the production of high-

quality, comparable time-use statistics and indicators in support of monitoring related 

to the Sustainable Development Goals. It also addresses key challenges faced by 

national statistical systems, including high survey costs, declining participation rates 

and the resource-intensive nature of coding and processing time-use data. The Guide 

is available in English and, to enhance its accessibility and use, a web-based version 

was published, which offers a more user-friendly format with hyperlinks and 

navigation by section. The Guide was also translated into French to expand access, 

and both that version and the original English version are available in PDF format.  
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22. To complement the Guide, the Division maintains and regularly updates a time-

use statistics resources hub,6 which serves as a central repository of technical materials, 

tools and country practices related to the collection, analysis, dissemination, and 

utilization of time-use data. The aim of the hub is to facilitate knowledge-sharing and 

ensure access to the latest developments in methodologies and best practices.  

23. In collaboration with partners, the Division has continued to promote 

international cooperation, strengthen methodological consistency and enhance the 

availability and use of time-use data for policymaking. In June 2024, the Division and 

the National Bureau of Statistics of China jointly organized an international workshop 

on time-use statistics in Xi’an, China.7 The three-day workshop gathered participants 

from Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, the 

Maldives, Mongolia and Morocco to exchange experiences and lessons learned. The 

workshop emphasized innovative and digital data-collection methods to enhance the 

regular production of comparable, high-quality time-use data and reaffirmed the 

importance of international standards for ensuring comparability across countries.  

24. To further advance the global dialogue, Division, together with Data2X, Open 

Data Watch and UN-Women, organized a side event entitled “It’s Time for More 

Time-Use Surveys: Advancing the Field for Gender Equality”8 during the fifty-sixth 

session of the Statistical Commission. The event provided a platform for experts and 

stakeholders to explore the alignment of efforts across the data value chain, showcase 

new research and methodologies and highlight the policy relevance of time-use data 

for improving gender equality and inclusive development.  

25. Building on this momentum, a side event entitled “Making Time Count: Time-

Use Data for Inclusive Development” was held during the 2025 high-level political 

forum on sustainable development. Co-hosted by Data2X, Open Data Watch, the 

Statistics Division and UN-Women, the discussion underscored the vital role of time-

use surveys in advancing Sustainable Development Goals 5, 8 and 17, on gender 

equality, decent work and data partnerships, respectively. The event was also an 

opportunity to showcase innovations and good practices in data collection and 

analysis, with participants emphasizing how scaling up time-use surveys could help 

close persistent gender data gaps, particularly those related to women’s unpaid work, 

while strengthening national statistical systems and informing gender-responsive 

policymaking. 

26. In response to the Commission’s call for stronger collaboration with regional 

partners, the Statistics Division has supported several regional initiatives to ensure 

the effective implementation of the recommendations set out in the Guide to 

Producing Statistics on Time Use. In 2024, the Division participated in the twenty-

fifth International Meeting on Gender Statistics, 9  co-organized by the National 

Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI) of Mexico, the National Institute for 

Women of Mexico, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

(ECLAC) and UN-Women, where it presented a global perspective on time-use 

surveys. In 2025, the Division contributed to the regional workshop on gender 

statistics organized by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 

(ESCWA),10 which was aimed at strengthening national capacities to produce accurate 

and comparable gender statistics for evidence-based policymaking. Similarly, a 

workshop on time-use statistics, organized by the Asian Development Bank, provided 

__________________ 

 6  https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/demographic-social/time-use/resources-hub. 
 7  https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2024/tus-wk-china-2024/. 
 8  https://data.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/UNSC_Side-Event_Time-Use_Concept-

Note.pdf. 
 9  https://en.www.inegi.org.mx/eventos/2024/genero/. 
 10  https://www.unescwa.org/events/regional-workshop-gender-statistics. 

https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/demographic-social/time-use/resources-hub
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2024/tus-wk-china-2024/
https://data.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/UNSC_Side-Event_Time-Use_Concept-Note.pdf
https://data.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/UNSC_Side-Event_Time-Use_Concept-Note.pdf
https://en.www.inegi.org.mx/eventos/2024/genero/
https://www.unescwa.org/events/regional-workshop-gender-statistics
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training on innovative approaches for data collection and use, encouraging peer 

learning among participating countries. 

27. The Division also contributed to several national events aimed at advancing the 

field. In January 2025, it participated in a workshop organized by the National 

Statistical Office of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland under 

the MERGE project. The workshop was focused on harmonizing time-use data 

collection through online tools and exploring approaches to improve data usability 

and comparability. Later in the year, the Division participated in the event entitled 

“The Value of Time-Use Data in Informing Macroeconomic and Sectoral Policies: A 

Kenya and Sub-Saharan Africa Regional Policy Discussion”, which was co-hosted by 

the Kenya State Department of Economic Planning, the Kenya National Bureau of 

Statistics, Data2X and Open Data Watch. The event provided a platform to advocate 

for increased investment in time-use data to inform national and regional development 

policies. 

 

 

 V. Other work of the Statistics Division and the Inter-Agency 
and Expert Group on Gender Statistics 
 

 

28. The Inter-Agency and Expert Group,11 comprising representatives of the gender 

statistics programmes of international, regional and national institutions, was 

established in 2007 to promote collaboration among key stakeholders and discuss and 

agree on priority areas to strengthen gender statistics and fill in gender data gaps in a 

coordinated manner. In 2011, the Commission, by its decision 42/102, recommended 

an expansion of the work of the Group to include holding annual meetings of the 

Group and convening the Global Forum on Gender Statistics biennially. 

 

 

 A. Conclusions of recent meetings 
 

 

29. Since gender statistics were last discussed by the Statistical Commission in 

March 2024, the Inter-Agency and Expert Group has held its eighteenth and 

nineteenth annual meetings, the main conclusions of which are reported below. These 

meetings served as key platforms to assess progress, share innovations and coordinate 

activities in the global gender statistics agenda. The full reports on these meetings 

will be available on the Commission portal as background documents.  

30. The eighteenth meeting was held online from 3 to 5 December 2024 by the 

Statistics Division. A total of 95 gender experts and statisticians from national 

__________________ 

 11  The current members of the Group are the national statistical offices of 21 countries, namely, 

Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Finland, Georgia (Chair), Ghana, India, Italy, Japan, Jordan, 

Kazakhstan, Mexico, Morocco, the Philippines, the Republic of Moldova, South Africa, 

Switzerland, Uganda, the United States of America, the United Republic of Tanzania and 

Viet Nam, and the following organizations: Asian Development Bank, Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO), International Labour Organization (ILO), 

Inter-Parliamentary Union, International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Inter-American 

Development Bank, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 

Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 21st Century, Pacific Community, United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Institute for Statistics 

of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), UNFPA, 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Population 

Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, regional commissions, Statist ics 

Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (secretariat), UN-Women, WHO and 

World Bank Group. 
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statistical offices, regional commissions and international organizations attended the 

meeting,12 which was chaired by Statistics South Africa.  

31. The nineteenth meeting was held in a hybrid format in Tbilisi on 30 September 

2025. A total of 60 experts from national statistical offices, regional commissions and 

international organizations attended the meeting,13 which was co chaired by Statistics 

South Africa and the National Statistics Office of Georgia (GeoStat). The Statistics 

Division acted as the secretariat of the Group at both the eighteenth and nineteenth 

meetings. 

32. At the meetings, the Inter-Agency and Expert Group focused on mainstreaming 

gender perspectives into statistical systems, addressing data gaps and enhancing 

methodologies for measuring gender-related issues. Significant attention was given 

to improving methodologies for measuring violence against women, including 

technology-facilitated violence and work-related harassment. Updated global 

prevalence estimates for intimate partner and non-partner sexual violence, which 

support reporting on Sustainable Development Goal indicators 5.2.1 and 5.2.2, were 

announced. These estimates, covering 168 countries, were published in November 

2025. Discussions also addressed methodological challenges in including children 

and women with disabilities in surveys on violence against women. 

33. The Group underscored the importance of measuring care work, both paid and 

unpaid, as a critical component of gender equality and well-being. The Guide to 

Producing Statistics on Time Use, which includes the Minimum Harmonized Instrument 

for streamlined data collection, as well as the International Labour Organization 

guidance on measuring own-use provision of services 14  were discussed. In this 

context, countries highlighted the role of social norms in caregiving dynamics and 

showcased national initiatives to measure the care economy, data gaps related to 

ageing and post-pandemic recovery, while emphasizing the need for sustainable data-

production models. In this vein, pilot experiences with a light diary method to reduce 

costs while maintaining data quality were reviewed. These efforts aim to improve the 

production and reporting of Sustainable Development Goal indicator 5.4.1 on unpaid 

domestic and care work. 

34. The Group also reflected on transformative advancements since the Beijing 

Declaration, including those relating to time-use statistics, measurement of femicide 

and integration of gender in climate and disaster statistics. Emerging priorities include 

the gender digital divide, mental health and the care economy. Methodological 

challenges include individual-level measurements, use of administrative data and data 

disaggregation to enable intersectional analyses. In this sense, countries showcased 

national efforts to strengthen gender statistics through innovative methodologies, 

geospatial integration and administrative data use.  

__________________ 

 12  Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Finland, Georgia, Ghana, India, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, 

Mexico, Morocco, Philippines, Republic of Moldova, South Africa, Switzerland, Uganda, 

United States, Viet Nam and Zimbabwe, Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), Economic 

Commission for Europe (ECE), ECLAC, Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific (ESCAP), ESCWA, FAO, ILO, ITU, OECD, Partnership in Statistics for Development in 

the 21st Century, Population Division, Statistics Division, UNDP, UNESCO Institute for 

Statistics, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNCTAD, UNEP, UNICEF, UNODC, UN-Women, WHO and 

World Bank. 
 13  Brazil, Colombia, Finland, Georgia, Ghana, India, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Mexico, 

Morocco, Republic of Moldova, South Africa, Switzerland, Uganda, Viet Nam, ECA, ECE, 

ECLAC, ESCAP, ESCWA, FAO, ILO, ITU, OECD, Pacific Community, Partnership in Statistics 

for Development in the 21st Century, UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, UNODC, UN-Women, WHO 

and World Bank. 
 14  https://www.ilo.org/publications/own-use-provision-services-measurement-guide. 

https://www.ilo.org/publications/own-use-provision-services-measurement-guide
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35. Bridging the gap between data production and policy use remains a major 

hurdle, with countries calling for improved statistical literacy among policymakers 

and sustainable financing for gender statistics. To better serve their users, countries 

have embarked in innovative dissemination strategies, such as creating portals for 

municipal-level gender indicators, integrating gender considerations in census 

outputs, using geospatial data to analyse gender disparities and developing a life cycle 

approach to gender statistics’ dissemination.  

36. The Group took note of the numerous activities of custodian agencies, covering 

diverse topics, from thematic to methodological to analytical, as well as publications, 

databases and capacity-building projects. 

37. The meeting concluded with agreed activities for the following work cycle, 

including preparing for the eleventh Global Forum on Gender Statistics, finalizing 

guidance notes 15  and continuing efforts to mainstream gender across statistical 

domains, committing to enhancing collaboration with other expert groups.  

 

 

 B. Other activities 
 

 

38. In addition to the activities described elsewhere in the present report, the 

Statistics Division has continued to deliver on its mandate, including the maintenance 

and improvement of the global gender data hub, co-custodianship of indicator 5.4.1 

of the Sustainable Development Goals on unpaid domestic and care work, and the 

articulation and coordination of activities related to gender statistics.  

39. In particular, a data story highlighting the main findings of the global survey of 

national gender statistics programmes16 was added to the global gender data hub. The 

survey was conducted in collaboration with the regional commissions and the 

Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Gender Statistics in 2022, pursuant to Commission 

decision 53/111. The survey, which was reported on the fifty-fifth session of the 

Commission,17 was built on a similar effort carried out in 2012. The aim of the survey 

was to measure progress, understand the impact of the coronavirus disease 

(COVID-19) pandemic, and explore how gender perspectives are integrated into 

national statistical systems. In accordance with the advice of the Inter-Agency and 

Expert Group, the newly added data story is a user-friendly gender data product aimed 

at the general public that includes interactive visualizations and insights.  

40. In 2025, a project was launched, under the seventeenth tranche of the 

Development Account, on measuring climate change with a gender dimension for 

better adaptation and mitigation policies. The four-year project is co-led by the 

Statistics Division and the United Nations Environment Programme. The guidance 

note on mainstreaming the gender perspective into climate change statistics will be 

used as an input in project activities. The main deliverables of the project are a pilot 

list of core gender-sensitive climate change indicators and methodological guidance, 

which will be developed in close cooperation with international partners and the four 

pilot countries (Cameroon, Colombia, Jordan and the United Republic of Tanzania). 

The key stakeholders of this work will be national statistical offices, ministries of 

environment or equivalent entities and national Mechanisms for the advancement of 

women, along with the wider statistical system. Policymakers and decision makers 

__________________ 

 15  The Group has issued its guidance note on business and trade statistics, and its guidance note on 

gender and climate change statistics is the final stage of development and will be made available 

on the website of the Commission. 
 16  https://gender-data-hub-2-undesa.hub.arcgis.com/pages/2022-global-survey. 
 17  See E/CN.3/2024/14. 

https://gender-data-hub-2-undesa.hub.arcgis.com/pages/2022-global-survey
https://docs.un.org/en/E/CN.3/2024/14
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will benefit from the results of the work. The deliverables will be used in capacity-

building activities beyond the life and geographical scope of the project.  

41. In collaboration with partners, the Division contributed to the publication of a 

special issue of the Statistical Journal of the IAOS,18 which celebrated the thirtieth 

anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, a landmark moment 

in the global quest for gender equality and women’s empowerment. The papers 

included in the special edition highlight recent advancements in the production and 

use of gender statistics while also addressing ongoing challenges. In particular, the 

Division co-authored the following articles: “Mainstreaming a gender perspective 

into official statistics”,19 which provides actionable guidance for integrating gender 

considerations across all eight phases of the statistical production processes; “Beyond 

measurement: addressing gaps in gender data capacity for evidence-based policy and 

action”,20  which examines multiple assessment frameworks to measure countries’ 

gender data capacity; “A global overview of time-use data: Gendered uses and policy 

work”,21 which positions time-use surveys as cornerstones of gender statistics; and 

“Citizen data as a catalyst for gender equality: Transforming data ecosystems through 

collaboration”,22 which explores key factors enabling the use of citizen data within 

gender data ecosystems. 

42. Finally, Division has also participated in various events to provide a global 

overview and discuss the latest developments related to the topics under its purview, 

including webinars and substantive sessions in relevant events.23  

 

 

 VI. Methodological developments on the measurement of 
technology-facilitated violence against women  
 

 

43. At its fifty-fifth session, the Commission requested UN-Women, WHO and 

UNFPA and other partners to conduct technical consultations, testing and piloting to 

propose a statistical framework for standardized internationally comparable measures 

on technology-facilitated violence against women.24  

44. A core working group established by UN-Women, WHO and UNFPA developed 

a comprehensive road map for the development, testing and implementation of the 

framework. This road map builds on lessons learned from the process followed by the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and UN-Women to develop the 

statistical framework for the measurement of the gender-related killings of women 

__________________ 

 18  https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/sjib/41/3?volume=41&vol=41&issue=3&publicationCode=sjib . 
 19  https://doi.org/10.1177/18747655251370684. 
 20  https://doi.org/10.1177/18747655251370701. 
 21  https://doi.org/10.1177/18747655251371815. 
 22  https://doi.org/10.1177/18747655251366901. 
 23  The regional commissions and UN-Women organized two side events entitled “Pathways for 

Empowering Women in National Statistical Office Leadership” and “Deciphering the Path to 

Women’s Leadership in NSOs”, which were held during the fifty-fifth and fifty-sixth sessions of 

the Commission, respectively. The Division also participated in the session on inclusive data 

organized by INEGI as part of its standing seminar, available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7J8-h_49x9w; the plenary round table entitled “Next 

frontiers for well-being measurement and data”, held during the seventh OECD Forum on Well-

being in 2024; the launch of the report on gender data use in policymaking of the Partnership in 

Statistics for Development in the 21st Century, held during the tenth Global Forum on Gender 

Statistics; and the solution sessions entitled “Making Every Result Count for the SDGs – How 

to Align Results Frameworks and Ensure Robust Measurement” and “Ensuring that No One Is 

Left Behind: The Role of Disaggregated Data”, held during the Second World Summit for Social 

Development. 
 24  See E/CN.3/2024/36. 

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/sjib/41/3?volume=41&vol=41&issue=3&publicationCode=sjib
https://doi.org/10.1177/18747655251370684
https://doi.org/10.1177/18747655251370701
https://doi.org/10.1177/18747655251371815
https://doi.org/10.1177/18747655251366901
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7J8-h_49x9w
https://docs.un.org/en/E/CN.3/2024/36
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and girls, and it is aimed at ensuring that standards are responsive to local contexts 

and can adapt to the fast-evolving digital environment. The road map sets an 

indicative timeline, while providing that efforts to mobilize resources in support of 

this work are ongoing and that such efforts will be decisive in determining the 

feasibility and timeline of each step.  

45. A global expert group will be established in 2026 to oversee the development of 

the statistical framework. Sub-working groups will also be created to focus on the 

different pillars of the framework, which will incorporate expansion of different data 

collection sources as well as identification of methods within existing safety and 

ethical guidance. Global and regional consultations will inform a first draft of the 

statistical framework, which will be piloted, refined and presented for endorsement 

by 2028. 

46. To inform the upcoming consultations, UN-Women, WHO and UNPFA 

compiled existing data-collection practices and methods for the measurement of 

technology-facilitated violence against women. UN-Women conducted a rapid global 

review of country and regional data25  and collected official national practices of 

national statistical offices in collaboration with groups of experts on gender statistics 

of United Nations regional commissions and ad hoc regional working groups focused 

on measurement of technology-facilitated violence against women. In the context of 

the thirtieth anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 

UN-Women conducted a review and analysis of measures reported by Member States 

to address data and research gaps on technology-facilitated violence against women 

and recorded them in the Global Database on Violence against Women and Girls. 26  

47. UNFPA produced a scoping review of academic research and grey literature to 

explore available measurement instruments as well as a discussion paper. 27 UNFPA 

undertook research across programme countries to understand contextual differences 

and experiences, including in humanitarian settings.28 Within the framework of the 

kNOwVAWdata initiative, UNFPA is conducting a number of small-scale qualitative 

research studies in a range of countries,29 including Bolivia (Plurinational State of), 

North Macedonia and the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, and is working to 

produce a training module on the measurement of technology-facilitated gender-

based violence. 

48. Progress was also made to increase the understanding of technology-facilitated 

violence against women, notably violence against certain groups of women facing 

heightened risks and its perpetrators, and to amplify advocacy for enhanced data 

availability and quality. In 2025, UN-Women launched a global survey on technology-

facilitated violence against women human rights defenders, together with the 

International Center for Journalists, as well as a global study on the perpetration of 

__________________ 

 25  UN-Women and Ladysmith, Rapid global review of data on technology-facilitated violence 

against women and girls (forthcoming). 
 26  See https://data.unwomen.org/global-database-on-violence-against-women/data-form; and 

UN-Women, Tracking countries’ efforts on technology-facilitated violence against women and 

girls (New York, 2025). 
 27  University of Melbourne and UNFPA, “Measuring technology-facilitated gender-based violence. 

A discussion paper” (2023). 
 28  See https://www.acaps.org/en/countries/archives/detail/syria-technology-facilitated-gender-

based-violence. 
 29  See University of Melbourne and UNFPA, “Measuring technology-facilitated gender-based 

violence”. 

https://data.unwomen.org/global-database-on-violence-against-women/data-form
https://www.acaps.org/en/countries/archives/detail/syria-technology-facilitated-gender-based-violence
https://www.acaps.org/en/countries/archives/detail/syria-technology-facilitated-gender-based-violence
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violence against women in online spaces, together with Equimundo. Findings from 

those projects are expected in early 2026.30  

49. The increasing priority given to addressing technology-facilitated violence 

against women at the global and national levels shaped the focus of the 2025 

Secretary-General’s campaign “End digital violence against women and girls”, which 

called for a multistakeholder mobilization to fill data and research gaps.31 UNODC, 

the Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific and UN-Women launched a course on 

crime statistics from a gender perspective with a module on technology-facilitated 

violence against women. UNFPA continued to dedicate sessions specifically to 

addressing research and data gaps in addressing technology-facilitated gender-based 

violence as part of annual Global Symposium on Technology-facilitated Gender-

based Violence. Growing evidence of the intersections between technology and 

femicide was featured in the 2025 brief on femicide published by UNODC and 

UN-Women, and is informing the development of the dedicated guidance that will 

accompany the statistical framework.  

50. WHO is updating its survey tools for the conduct of its multi-country study on 

women’s health and domestic violence against women. 32  Additional questions on 

technology-facilitated violence against women will be included in the questionnaire, 

which will be developed through a systematic assessment of measures on the issue 

currently being used in other surveys, and through technical consultations with survey 

data producers. WHO will also identify potential new survey questions by conducting 

cognitive- and/or pilot-testing of new questions in a diverse set of countries in 

upcoming surveys, and will develop methodological guidance on incorporating 

agreed survey measures on technology-facilitated violence against women in existing 

surveys on violence against women, and ethical considerations with respect to the use 

of technology-facilitated methods of data collection on violence against women.  

51. To support the update of the survey tools, WHO has been compiling a bank of 

survey measures being used in various population-based surveys globally and lessons 

learned. This work also builds on the repository of measures being compiled by 

UN-Women. The analysis of the compiled data-collection practices will inform the 

development of the background document that will serve as the starting point for the 

work of the global expert group.  

52. UN-Women, WHO and UNFPA continued to collaborate closely with key global 

initiatives and research partners, including the Action Coalitions on Gender-Based 

Violence and on Technology and Innovation for Gender Equality, the Global 

Partnership for Action on Gender-Based Online Harassment and Abuse, the eSafety 

Commissioner of Australia, the Association for Progressive Communications, the 

Sexual Violence Research Initiative, the University College of London and the 

University of Melbourne. 

 

 

 VII. The way forward: priorities for 2026 and 2027  
 

 

53. In 2026 and 2027, under the Global Gender Statistics Programme, the work of 

the Statistics Division and the Inter-Agency and Expert Group will cover the activities 

agreed upon by the Group at its eighteenth and nineteenth meetings. As resources 

permit, priority will be given to capacity-building activities on producing time-use 

and gender statistics; improving availability of data on indicator 5.4.1 of the 

__________________ 

 30  UN-Women and Equimundo. Global study on the perpetration of violence against women in 

online spaces (forthcoming). 
 31  See https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/unite. 
 32  See https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/43310/9241593512_eng.pdf?sequence=1. 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/unite
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/43310/9241593512_eng.pdf?sequence=1
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Sustainable Development Goals on unpaid domestic and care work; and positioning 

broader time-use data as fundamental for the design, implementation and monitoring 

of gender equality policies, by measuring time spent in activities other than unpaid 

work.  

54. Other priorities include disseminating data related to the minimum set of gender 

indicators through the global gender data hub and the “UN Data” platform; 33 

continuing to mainstream gender across statistical domains, through collaboration 

with diverse stakeholders; and conducting the annual assessment of the inclusion of 

gender issues in the Statistical Commission agenda. In partnership with the United 

Nations Environment Programme, the Division will continue implementing the 

project on measuring climate change with a gender dimension for better adaptation 

and mitigation policies, under the seventeenth tranche of the Development Account.  

55. Furthermore, in 2026 and 2027, the Statistics Division, in collaboration with the 

Inter-Agency and Expert Group, will organize and convene the twentieth and twenty-

first meetings of the Group and the eleventh Global Forum on Gender Statistics, 

planned for 2027. Countries are invited to express interest in hosting the Forum.  

 

 

 VIII. Action to be taken by the Statistical Commission  
 

 

56. The Commission is invited to take note of the report.  

 

__________________ 

 33  https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/undatacommons/. 

https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/undatacommons/

