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Survey (Collection) DesignSurvey (Collection) Design

Effective survey design for an ITRS and for ES requires: well-defined objectives,
sufficient legislative authority, thorough coverage of the population or the
activity being measured, appropriate methodologies, well-designed survey
forms, responsive reporters, good statistical processing procedures, appropriate
levels of resources, and responsiveness to the needs of users.

Selection of the most appropriate data source is by no means straightforward.
The choice is affected by many factors, including compatibility of the source
with BOP concepts, the timeliness with which data are provided, the frequency
with which data are available, the quality of data coverage, usability of the data
in BOP compilation, resource costs to the compiler, the respondent burden to
the data provider, and the legal authority of the compiler.
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ITRS (Collection) DesignITRS (Collection) Design

An ITRS should contain a number of basic features if it is to produce
statistics of good quality. The ITRS should:

 meet BOP conceptual requirements;
 cover all BOP cash transactions using foreign or domestic currency and be

supplemented to measure non-cash transactions, including reinvested earnings
attributable to direct investors;

 include enterprise transactions settled through accounts with nonresident banks;
 encompass procedures to measure stocks of external financial assets and

liabilities;
 provide for reconciliation of stocks and flows at the enterprise (or enterprise

group) level. For this purpose, recording the identity of larger transactors is
important.
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ITRSITRS
(Collection)(Collection)
DesignDesign

The diagram
shows three types
of basic input:
bank client forms
(completed by
bank clients),
bank reports
(completed by
banks), and
enterprise reports



JAI Workshop on SITS, Tunis, 16-20 April 2007 United Nations Statistics Division 10

Overview of Data Sources

Enterprise Survey DesignEnterprise Survey Design

Collection of data from enterprises is predicated on determination of the
statistical unit with responsibility for supplying data. For this purpose, it is
necessary to insure that all entities involved in an activity are uniquely identified;
otherwise, there is scope for omission and duplication.

Selection of collection strategies for ES depends on a number of factors. One of
these factors is segmentation of population. The population may be
segmented so that certain homogeneous groups can be easily identified. For
example, a few foreign-owned petroleum companies may be a dominant group in
an economy, and these may be isolated as one group for collection purposes.
Banks and certain other financial institutions could be similarly
isolated.
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QuestionnaireQuestionnaire
DesignDesign
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Model ITRS FormsModel ITRS Forms

Model Form 3—Payments
Form 3P is designed to capture bank client payments in foreign currency and
payments to nonresidents in
domestic currency. BOP transactors should complete form 3P for all such
transactions above certain thresholds.
Model Form 4—Banks
Two model bank collection forms are included among the model ITRS forms in
appendix 2. Instructions accompanying the forms describe the overall collection
process (especially the procedures for handling the ITRS form 3 series) and present
instructions for completing ITRS bank forms 4A and 4B.
Model Form 5—Enterprises
This form is for enterprises that have accounts with nonresident banks, foreign
currency accounts with domestic banks, or other external assets and liabilities.
Thresholds could be used to exclude small contributors.
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Model ITRS FormsModel ITRS Forms

Form 4A collects:
 reference information (part A);
 transactions of a bank on its own account (parts B and C);
 a summary of all the transactions passing through the bank’s accounts (part D)

186;
 a reconciliation of these transactions with the bank’s nostro and vostro account

balances (parts E and F);
 the bank’s external asset and liability positions (part G).

Form 4B requests a record of all bank-related
• Foreign currency transactions and all transactions with non-residents. Such a

form is useful to ensure complete reporting of these transactions.
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