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INTRODUCTION <previous - next>

Waterland Waterland Waterland

13th century 1270

In the 13th century, a fishermen's village developed at the place where the river Amstel entered the 1]
estuary. Later on, to prevent floods, dikes were built to protect the coast south of the 1], and a dam with
sluices was built in the river Amstel. This dam of the River Amstel gave the name to this fishermen's
village. Even after it developed into a town, it still was called after the dam in the River Amstel.

Amstel + dam = Amsteldam or Amsterdam

<previous - next>
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1. ROLE OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES - THEY LINK US TO GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

The names serve as labels that can be used for:
e Orientation, Navigation, reference points

Linking us to the landscape

Proper pronunciation of geographical names, which provides links to the inhabitants
Linking to other documents/files

And see next page: names link different maps

ROLE OF
GEOGRAPHICAL

/\.

<previous - next>

cartographic non
pur;g)os%s cartographic

purposes

oral

—» etymology
non - oral

— description

— pronunciation —» orientation

— orientation —> link —» symbols

— anchor * — images

floa geographical —» education

framework

—» traffic

—» souvereignty

* With a geographical name, we anchor some feature in geographical reality.

—» brand names

—=
—
—_

Home

|
Selfstudy

|
Contents
|
Intro
|
1.Role of
geographical
names
|
2.Names are
links
|
3.Systems of
spatial links
|
4

Standardization

|
5.0ral

communication

|
6.Names as
links
|
7.Bi-scriptual
rendering
|
8.Role of
geographical
hames
|
9.Use of
names
(a/b)
|
10.

Anthroponyms

<previous - next>

Copyright United Nations Statistics Division and International Cartographic Association, July 2012



http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_001index.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Exercises/E03/E03.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Documents/D03/D03.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_003intro.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_02.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_02.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_003intro.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_02.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_pdf/selfstudy/s03/S03_01.pdf
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/2012_Home.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/index.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_001index.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_002contents.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_003intro.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_01.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_02.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_03.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_04.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_05.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_06.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_07.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_08.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_09a.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_09a.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_09b.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S03/S03_10.html
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://icaci.org/

S03: Functions of geographical names [Sifsuy By e

2. NAMES ARE LINKS IN NON-ORAL COMMUNICATION <previous - next>

Names are like addresses, they can connect various data sets. On this map we can see that Mandalay has
in between 500 000 and 1 million inhabitants. On the right, we see that Mandalay lies above 200 m.
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By comparing the names on the topomap or on the contourline map with those on the religion map, we can
find the dominant religion for Mandalay.

Names as links in Michelin Tourist Information System:
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The name (Agde) forms the link between the road map (yellow), the red guide (information on the hotels
and restaurants) and the green guide (tourist information) in this Michelin Tourist Information System.
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are v e s G DOURS of el et

Do Fase, @i s avo M
0 ) 0 g ot o e Knk 2 M, e v Vot g gy T b




The name (Agde) forms the link between the road map (yellow), the red guide (information on the hotels
and restaurants) and the green guide (tourist information) in this Michelin Tourist Information System.
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4. STANDARDIZATION <previous - next> =

But if we use names as links, they should be standardised! Home
[
Selfstudy

FYACINTHSTRAAT
HY[JGENSSTRAAT

I C B LAAN

E~-LAAN

BAKKERL
BAKKERLAAN
BAKKERLAAN®143
BAKKERLAANS®LS
BAKKERLAAN¥]85
BAKKERLAAN®199
BAKKERLAAN®8S
BAKKERLAANY¥89
BAKKERSTRAAT
DE BEKASTRAAT

I E DAALSECI JK
[eBeBAKKERLAAN

I8 BAKKERLAAN
IBBAKKERLAAN

I8I SDREEF
IEPSTRAAT

Contents
|
Intro
|
1.Role of
geographical
hames
|
2.Names are
links
|
3.Systems of
spatial links
|
4

Standardization
|
5.0ral
communication
|
6.Names as
links
|
7.Bi-scriptual
rendering
|
8.Role of
geographical
names

The same street address (Ina Boudier Bakkerlaan) is given in many different versions by the 9.Use of
names

O
o

P b et b bt bl b e e
DO oDOXZIODODODODID

-~

e
DD e D e ) e e e et et b e e D) e e w] e N

students that live there (from Urtecht University Student Registration file). (a/b)
2

10.

Anthroponyms
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5. ROLE OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES - ORAL COMMUNICATION

ROLE OF
GEOGRAPHICAL
NAMES

/\.

cartographic
purposes

<previous - next>

non
cartographic
purposes

% R PR

pronunciation

orientation
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6. NAMES AS LINKS IN ORAL COMMUNICATION

-
<previous - next> :‘

Therefore we might need pronunciation guides or a phonetic alphabet. Home

L . . . . Selfstudy
Pronunciation help in the margin of Austrian map of Balkan area, circa 1900 AD: 3

1
|

Die Schreibwetse ist im allgemeinen die kroatische. M
ImAlbanischen und im Tirkischen sind die Umnlaute Intro
wie im Peutschen, imv ersteren ist das Twie im Folnischen 1.R0|Ie of
auszusprechen und sind /|, sowie® mitf und § gegeben; ge_o,?ﬁ

die Vocaltricbungen wurden nicht angedeutet. 2.Names are

links
Fiir den Wald fellen theibweise Angaben. S —
spatial links

|
4

Translation of the above text: Standardization

|
5.0ral

The notation/spelling is in general the Croat spelling. In Albanian and M
Turkish names the dieresis or umlaut is used as it is in German. In 6.Names as

Albanian, the t has to be pronounced as it is in Polish. The Greek letters A %
and © will be rendered by Z and S.

7.Bi-scriptual
rendering

Pronunciation help with International phonetic Alphabet (IPA), see also chapter 5 on Field Collection 8.Ro||e of

Systems (from a school atlas index). geographical
names

|
9.Use of
names

(é/lb)
10.

Anthroponyms

PLACE (Pronunciation) PAGE Lat. > Long. ~
Presidente Roosevelt, Estagdo, trans.,

BIOZ. . w5 ai i b arimn miie ninie. s 230d 2333S  46.36w
Presidio, Tx., U.S. (pré-si‘di-d) ... .. 106 29.33N 104.23w
Presidio, Rio del, r., Mex.

(ré’0-dél-pré-sé’dyd) . . ... ... ... 112 23.54N 105.44w
Presidio of San Francisco, pt. of i., Ca.,

UD: i e ails i vame » 227b 37.48N 122.28w
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Pre3ov, Czech. (pré’shof) .. ...... 140 4900N 21.18¢

Prespa, Lake, ., Eur. (prés’pd) ... .. 154 40498 20.50¢
Prespuntal, r.,Ven. . .......... 125b 955N  64.32w
Presque Isle, Me., U.S. (préskel’) ... 86 4641N 68.03w
PYOSSDORIN: A" iVine o e b i et 139e 48128  16.06¢
Prestea, Ghana . ... ......... 208 52IN 208w
PYDSION. IISHL.: & i v v o dis BUESE 195a 3745 145.01¢
Preston, Eng., UK. (prés'tim) .. ... 144 5346N 242w
Preston, Id., U.S. (prestun) . ... ... 98 42058 111.54w
Preston, Mn., U.S. (prés'tin) . ... .. 96 43428 9206w
Preston,Wa.,US. ........... 100a 47.31N  121.56w
Prestonburg, Ky., U.S. (prés’tin-biirg) 92 37.358  82.50w
Prestwich, Eng., U.K. (prést’wich) ... 138a 53328 217w
Pretor@a. S. Afr. (pré-to’ri-4) . ... .. 206 2543s  28.16¢

Olenjok, FluB3 und
Ort (UdSSR,
Sibirien)

Oléron, Insel olerang
(Frankreich)

Oleénica (Polen: olaBinitBa

Olewsk (UdSSR,  aliafBk
Ukraine)

Olib, Insel alip
(Jugoslawien!

Oljokma, Flu3 aliskm*

(UdSSR, Sibirien)
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7. AN EXAMPLE FOR BI-SCRIPTUAL RENDERING OF PLACE NAMES <previous - next>

In the case of a tourist map of Greece:

o D
.\.‘

Bilingual rendering of names needed: tourists should be able to pronounce the names (Roman alphabet)
and tourists should be able to recognise the road signs (Greek alphabet).
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8. ROLE OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES - NON CARTOGRAPHIC PURPOSES <previous - next> ‘E‘
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9. USE OF NAMES FOR NON-CARTOGRAPHIC PURPOSES

Etymology (study of the derivation or meaning of words and names)

Descriptive names
Use of geographical names as brand names

e Use of names as symbols
e Use of names for educational purposes

Use of names for traffic/transportation (bus stops, train stations)

Use of names as a symbol for sovereignty

DISCIPLINE METHODS

historical reconstruction

geography of former
landscapes
and of former
relationships,
movements

etymology \ ~—— plantnames
PN

(derivation,
meaning) N

cartography /

standardization /
—— anthroponymy

Discipline = these are the disciplines that study names.

Toponymy refers to:

Odonymy: road names
Hydronymy: water names
Oronymy: mountain names

Choronymy: names of regions

Hagionymy: places named after saints

and to proper place hames

CONTENTS

— odonymy

— hydronymy
toponymy
—» choronymy

— hagionymy
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9. USE OF NAMES FOR NON-CARTOGRAPHIC PURPOSES - CONTINUED <previous - next> E‘

Home

e Etymology Selfstudy

An example:

Nether = low, so Netherlands = Lowlands = Nederland |
Contents
|
Intro
In the Netherlands lived two tribes in Roman times (50 AD), the Batavi and the Belgae. Around [

1600 the federation of northern provinces were called in Latin: Belgium Foederatum. Around L.Role of

1800 AD the Northern part of the Netherlands was called Batavian Republic, its main g%ghs'ca'

headquarter overseas was called Batavia; when the Southern part of the Netherlands became |
independent in 1830 it called itself after the other tribe, Belgium. W
links
[
e Descriptive names 3.Systems of
spatial links

|
4

Standardization
|
5.0ral
communication
|
6.Names as
links
|
7.Bi-scriptual
rendering
|
8.Role of
geographical
names
|
9.Use of
hames

(é/lb)

10.
c“.d' Azur Anthroponyms

Céted’' Opale
Cote de Nacre .

Céte Sauvage

e Use of geographical names as brand names
Different types of wine, cheese or liquor are called after the region where they are produced:

Calvados
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e Use of names as symbols
o Rome = empire
o Bonn, Pankow = cold war
o Stalingrad, Vietnam = batles
o Trianon, Saint Germain = traumatic peace treaties
o Bali = tropical paradise
o Paris = city of light, city of style

o Venice = water-city
o Siberia = inaccessible

The name Bali is the symbol for a tourist paradise. Because of a bomb attack, it refers now to
a threatened paradise.




¢ Use of names for educational purposes
Educational names are used in order to explain topography and not for reference purposes:

Y)

Finnish
Lake
Plateau

Russian

Central Russian
Uplands

Lowlands

British
Isles

North European




¢ Use of names for traffic/transportation
Names of bus stops, train stations or post offices are standardised because they also figure in time

tables or lists of telegraph offices where telegrams used to be sent. It was so important that no
ambiguity existed in the spelling of these names, that they were the earliest to be standardised.

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

NOMENCLATURE
INTERNATIONALE
DES BUREAUX DE POSTE

1- INDE Etats Dirtricts
2. Inde AND. PR. Adilabad, Anantapur, Chistoor, Cuddapah, E. GO-
Indis Andhsa DAWARI = East Godawarl, W. GODAWARI «
3 Peadesh West Godawari, Guntur, Hyderabad, Karimoagar,
Kbameam, Krishas, Kueool, Mabbuboagar,
W Medak, Nalgonda, Nellore, Nizamabad, Srikaku-
lam, Vimkbapatnam Wasangal
A Cachar, Di , Garo Hills, Goalpara, Kamrup,
YIS e Lakhirepur, Miss Hills, Nowgong, Sibaagar, UK.
\rav) ET J.H. = United Khasi and Jaintia Hills, U.M.
. ET N.CH. =~ United Mikir and Noeth Cachar
Hills
ikd Bibas Bhagalpur, Champarsn, Darbh Dhanbad,
Gaya, Hazaribagh, Mooghyr, Mursffarpur, Pala-
Q‘ndd mau, Puna, Purnes, Ranchi, Saharsa, Santal Par
ganas, Saran, Shahabad, Siaghbhum
Delni Delni
ws B Gujarat Abmedabad, Amreli, Banaskanths, Baroda, Bwj,
Broach, Bulsar, Dangs, Gohelwad, Jamnagar,
e Junagadh, Kaies, Kuteh, Mcbaana, Panch Mabals,
Rajkoe, Sabarkantha, Surat, Zalawad
Gsmm o II:}:I‘::‘.“— ;linrl;:g::_(.hamba_ Kinnsue, Mahasu, Mandi, Simla,
Pradesh
). ET K. =  Anantnag, Baramuls, Dods, Jamosa, Kathua,
Jamema et Ladakh, Poosch Rajouri, Srinagar, Udhampur
PREFACE Kashmir
Kenla Alleppey, Calicat, Canmanore, Ernakulam, Kot
tayam, Kozhikode, Palghat, Qullon, Trichue,
BERNE - EDITION 1¢68 Trivandram
Dictionnaire des bureaux de poste:
All the post offices in the world are listed in their proper spelling.
e Use of names as a symbol for sovereignty
Part of Netherlands East Indies Part of Indonesia
(Dutch spelling) 1940 (Indonesian spelling) 1960
oS Son 2

Madoera N

%ﬂbaj Y
~Z= Soera%aja . L P,ﬁé—/‘Surabaya

wn &




olr. V. viagoera [ Sejat Madura

1940 1965

Decolonisation of African place names: red names are former colonial names.

Banjul
® Bathurst - ?3'?{*;1?"
r Yy

.Moqadishu
Mogadiscio
e Kinshasa
Léopoldville

® Harare
Salisbury

® Maputo
Lourenco Marquez

| (196s) 2007 QeTen ©

<previous - next>
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THROPONYMS

Given names in the Netherlands (1983 - 1998) and the legend:

Ricardo

Michael

Gino
Mian

Lewi

mnrnh
o Kevin

Dennis s =

Daniel Amber
Sterre Luna

Veeds Myte T1M

Britt

Lucas

Laurens
Roderick Emma Marc

Chariotte Mark

Jeroen

Niels

Anouk
Yanack

Dorminique
Bart Sanne

Lobka
Jelle  Jelmer

Felkert

Kk et
Loes
Kees
Teun

Johannes

Jan Nyrie

Jidos
Maaike
Marieke
Wanolein

| Old testament

Spanish and n’]l.!oml}g American/
English tog 1990)
Long pre-mod  Short American/
Internat (top  English (top 1980)

before 1983)
Naturenames VerY short

Names from history  ghort-premo- modern internat
and culture dern internat. Scandi-
(top before "83) navian
Pre-modemn
Dutch (top
Before 1983)
Traditional Dutch
names 1n full or
shortened versions
(top before 1950)

Short modern
Dutch
Short Frisian
Traditional
Dutch

<previous

Forenames or given names are subject to trends: one year parents may name their children after football

stars or after succesful politicians, and the other year they mey prefer more traditional names. The

illustration at left shows e.g. that before 1950 in the Netherlands traditional Dutch names were given, in
either full or shortened versions, like Johannes/Jan.
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EO3: Functions of geographical names Exercises

AVAILABLE EXERCISES

Home

Exercise 1: Some definitions |
Exercises

Exercise 2: Reasoning behind sea names Functi.onsoj
geographical
names
|
1.Some
definitions
|

2.Reasoning
behind sea

names
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EO3: Functions of geographical names Exercises

EXERCISE 1: SOME DEFINITIONS <previous - next> =

Home

1. What is a multiscriptual map? Give an example! Exerlcises
moj
geographical
nhames
|
. 1.Some
TIP: Use the UNGEGN Glossary of Terminology (pdf). definitions
|

2.Reasoning
behind sea

names

2. What is an epotoponym? Give an example!

<previous - next>
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EXERCISE 1: SOME DEFINITIONS- ANSWERS <back to exercise 1 =

Home

1. A multiscriptual map is a map on which different scripts are used together. ExerLises

2. An eponym is a geographical name called after a person. Give some examples from your Functions of
country' geographical
’ names
|
1.Some
definitions
|

2.Reasoning
behind sea

names

Answers <back to exercise 1
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EO3: Functions of geographical names Exercises

EXERCISE 2: REASONING BEHIND SEA NAMES <previous =

Home

Work out what some the seas indicated on the map were named for. Exerlcises

Functions of
geographical
names
|
1.Some
definitions
|

2.Reasoning
behind sea

names

Seas named for

M persons

W nations

. cities
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EXERCISE 2: REASONING BEHIND THE SEA NAMES- ANSWERS <back to exercise 2 E‘

Home

Atlantic Ocean named for the isle of Atlas, Atlantis, which was submerged in that ocean. ExerLises

The Indian Ocean was called after India. Functi:ons of
geographical

The Pacific ocean was called after the calm weather the first European navigators encountered names

there.The Caribean was called after the Carib Indians that used to live on its shores. The 1.S<|)me

Tasman Sea was called after the Dutchman Tasman, the first European explorer that sailed definitions

through it. -
2.Re_ason|n
The Caribean was called after the Carib Indians that used to live on its shores. %

The Tasman Sea was called after the Dutchman tasman, the first European explorer that sailed
through it, etc.

Answers <back to exercise 2
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DO03: Functions of geographical names [RETI e Gocuments

DOCUMENTS AND LITERATURE ‘E-

Home

Available documents: |
Documents

e DO03-01: Ormeling, F.J. (2003). Functions of geographical names for cartographic and non- TS of
cartographic purposes. Pp 29-35 in F.Ormeling e.a. Training Course on Toponymy Enschede, geographical
Frankfurt am Main, Berlin 2002. Mitteilungen des BKG Band 28, Frankfurt am Main 2003. names

e D03-02: Ormeling, F. (2000). Sea Names Categories and Their Implications Journal of Geography
Education, 44, 54-61, 2000.

Literature:

e Monmonier, M. (2006). From Squaw's Tit to Whorehouse Meadow. University of Chicago Press.

Online resources:

e Wikipedia: Place name origins in English-speaking countries

The United Nations sell the following publications which also can be downloaded from the
UNGEGN website:

e Glossary of Terms for the Standardization of Geographical Names (New York 2002) / pdf

e Manual for the national standardization of geographical names (UN - Ecosoc, New York,
2006 ST/ESA/STAT/SERM/88 Sales No. E.06.XVII.7 ISBN 92-1-161490-2, available in
the 6 UN languages) / pdf

e Technical reference manual for the standardization of geographical names (New York,
2007) / pdf

e Resolutions adopted at the nine UN Conferences on the standardization of geographical
names (English (pdf) / French (pdf)
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