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2ISt SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GROUP OF EXPERTS 

ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES 

BERLIN,GERMANY, 

26 AUGUST and 6 SEPTEMBER 2002 

1 ,  INTRODUCTION 

This report, prepared by the Royal Thai Survey Department (RTSD), for the 21” Session of 

the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names to be held in Berlin, Germany, 

26 August and 6 September 2002, describes in brief the activities on geographical name 

standardization in Thailand in the name of the National Committee on Geographical Names. 

2. THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES 

On 4 August 1992, the cabinet approved the National Committee on Geographical 

Names as proposed by the Ministry of Defense. The National Committee consisting of 21 

members who are representatives of related government agencies and experts has been chaired 

by the Director of Royal Thai Survey Department.However,as a non - permanent committee ,its 

status shall be reviewed each time when Thailand changes its government. 

The National Committee on Geographical Names has appointed the National Sub-Committee 

on Geographical Name Standardization and the National Sub-Commitiee on Toponymic Guidelines 

for Maps and other Editors to assist the National Committee on Geographical Names. 

3. THE NATIONAL SUB-COMMITTEE ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAME STANDARDIZATION 

The National Sub-Committee on Geographical Name Standardization which is chaired by 

the Chairman of the Committee of Thai Geographical Gazetteer comprises 18 members who are 

experts and representatives of the related government agencies. 

During the reporting period, The National Sub-Committee on Geographical Name 

Standardization had approved 318 names including 233 mountainc , 5 border passes , 57 

water resources , 1 island and 22 tambon or sub - district names and proposed al1 318 names 

of the determined geographical names to the government for its approval to be official names. 
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4. THE SUB - COMMITTEE ON TOPONYMIC GUIDELINES FOR MAPS AND OTHER EDITORS 

The National Sub-Committee on Toponymic Guidelines for Maps and other Editors 

which is chaired by the Deputy Director of Royal Thai Survey Department for Technical Affairs 

comprises 13 representatives from the related government agencies. 

Toponymic Guidelines for Maps and other Editors of Thailand has been completed to 

submit to the Eighth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical 

Names 

5. THAl GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES GAZETTEER 

5.1 Thai Geographical Names Gazetteer Produced by RTSD 

Thai geographical names gazetteer produced by RTSD derived names data from the 

topographic maps of Thailand, series 1501 (scaie 1 :250,000) and L7017 (scaie 1 :50,000). The 

work on the gazetteer derived from the map series 1501 totalling 52 sheets was complete and 

printed by U.S. Defense Mapping Agency (DMA or NIMA) 

Recently, RTSD has launched a project for Thai geographical names gazetteer from 

the new topographical maps (digital maps), series L7018, totalling 830 sheets. During the 

reporting period, geographical names from 180 map sheets had been completely entered into 

the names data base. 

5.2 Thai Gazetteer Produced by Royal lnstitute 

The third edition of Thai geographical names gazetteer prepared by Royal lnstitute 

with assistance of many parties in collecting names including the local authorities and 

geographical experts from various government organizations and universities was published in 

1992. The Royal lnstitute has also used the topographic maps of Thailand, series L 7017 as 

data sources for revision of the gazetteer. In comparison , a lot of the former and the present 

names as recorded by the Royal lnstitute differ from those on the maps of RTSD in various 

manners, for example ; 

- entirely different names 

- different spelling 

- same pronunciation but different meaning 

- dialect variety 

- etc. 
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When such differences are found, the Committee on Geographical Names of Roya1 

lnstitute has to determine the proper names. But if the committee cannot make a decision at the 

first stage, the problem names will be passed on to the Sub-Committee on Geographical Names 

Standardization for further investigation. The sub-committee meets on the third Friday of each 

month. The methods for geographical names investigation are as follows: 

- Compare with other sources such as old maps and books 

- Ask local authorities to help find additional information on the place names 

- Consult with linguistic experts in determining the names that may be 

transcribed from other ianguages 

- Reconfirm the officially approved names 

In 2002, the fourth edition of Thai geographical names gazetteer will be published in 5 

volumes of A4 size. The volume i has 3 parts with 15 chapters as follows: 

part 1 Physical Geography of Thailand (7 chapters) 

part 2 

part 3 

Natural Resources and Tourism Resources (6 chapters) 

Transportation and Population (2 chapters), 

while volume I I  - V are alphabetical list of place namec with an annex of maps and figures. 

At the reporting period, the work on geographical names revision has reached, the 

fortieth Thai characters (from the total of 44 characters). 

. 
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A"EX 1 FOR THE ITEM 2 

The National Committee on Geographical Names of Thailand 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 .  

7. 

8. 

9. 

1 o. 
11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16, 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

. 

21. 

Director of Royal Thai Survey Department 

Representative of the Minictry of Interior 

Representative of the Ministry of Education 

Representative of the Royal lnstitute 

Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Representative of the Ministry of Transport 

and Communication 

Representative of the Ministry of University Affairs 

Representative of Naval Hydrographic Department 

Representative of National Library Division 

Representative of Royal Thai Survey Department 

Representative of Department of Land 

Representative of The Royal lrrigation Department 

Representative of Land Development Department 

The Chairman of the Committee of the Thai 

Geographical Names Gazetteer of the Royal lnstitute 

Representative of Department of Local 

Ad m i n i s tra t io n 

Representative of Royal Forest Department 

Expert 

Expert 

Expert 

Representative of Royal Thai Survey Department 

Representative of Royal Thai Survey Department 

Chairman 

Mernber 

Mernber 

Mernber 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Mernber 

Member 

Member 

Mem.ber 

Member 

Member 

1 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Mem ber / 

Sec re tary 

Member / 

Assistant Secretary 
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Terms of Reference 

1. To standardize the geographical names to be used as the 

national standard. 

2. To name the natural features which still remain unnamed or 

discrepant. 

3. To determine policies,. principles and procedures for naming 

endonyms , exonyms , environmental features under water or sea 

surface and so on. 

To appoint a sub-committee, working group and expert as it may 

deem nececsary to assist in the National Committee’s activities. 

4. 

5. To plan and use the Geographic lnformation System in the production 

of gazetteer and other related publications to meet the international 

s tanda rds. 

To cooperate and coordinate with the United Nations concerning 

geographical names and to follow up the resolutions of the 

United Nations Conference on Geographical Names Standardization. 

6. 

- 

. 
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A " E X  2 POR TBE ITEM 3 

The National Sub-Committee on Geographical Names Standardization 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6.  

7 .  

8. 

9. 

1 o. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. . 

18. 

The Chairman of the Committee of the Thai 

Geographical Names Gazetteer of the Royal lnstitute 

Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Representative of the Ministry of Education 

Representative of the Roya1 lnstitute 

Representatíve of the Ministry of University Affairs 

Representative of the Ministry of Transport 

and Cornrnunication 

Representative of Department of Local 

Ad rnin is tra tion 

Representative of Naval Hydrographic Department 

C ha¡ rm a n 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Representative of The Royal lrrigation Department 

Representative of Royal Thai Survey Department 

Member 

Mernber 

Representative of Department of Land Mernber 

Representative of Royal Forest Department Member 

Expert Member 

Expert Member 

Expert Member 

Expert Mernber 

Representative of Royal Thai Survey Department Mernber 

Secretary 

Member 

Assistant Secretary 

Representative of Royal Thai Survey Department 
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Terms of Reference 

1. To standardize the geographical names to meet the 

international standards. 

2. 

3. 

To determine discrepancy of geographical names. 

To provide technical advice and comments on geographical names 

to the National Committee on Geographical Names. 

4. To seek the cooperation and support from other related agencies in 

carrying out the assignments of the Sub-Committee. 

5.  To report periodically to the National Committee on Geographical 

Names. 

To carry out other tasks assigned by the National Committee on 6. 

Geographical Names. 

. 
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A"EX 3 

FOR THE ITEM 4 
The National Sub-Committee on Toponymic Guidelines for 
Maps and other Editors 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

1 o. 
11. 

12. 

13. 

Director of Royal Thai Survey Department 

Representative of the University Affairs 

Representative of the Ministry of Education 

Representative of the Royal lnstitute 

Representative of the National Library Division 

Representative of the Department of Local 

Adm i n istration 

Representative of Naval Hydrographic Department 

Representative of Department of Land 

Expert 

Expert 

Expert 

Representative of Royal Thai Survey Department 

Representative of Royal Thai Survey Department 

Chairman 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Mem ber / 

Secreta ry 

Member / 

Assistant Secretary 

Terms of Reference 

1. To consider, plan and produce the Toponymic Guidelines for Maps 

and other Editors in accordance with the resolutions adopted at the 

UN conference on Geographical Names Standardization. 

To cooperate with other related agencies in the production of 

Toponymic Guidelines for Maps and other Editors. 

To report periodically the progress of work to the National Committee 

on Geographical Names. 

To carry out other tasks as assigned by the National Committee on 

Geogra p hical Names. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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No. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

ANNEX 4 FOR TRE ITEM 5.1 
EXAMPLE OF THAI GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES GAZETTEER 

FROM 
TE€E TOPOGRAPHIC MAP SERIES L7018 ( DIGITAL M A P S  ) SCALE 1:50,000 

PRODUCED BY TEIE ROYAL TElAI SURVEY DEPARTMENT 

PLACE NAME f 

THAI ENGLISH 

61inonau9.isaeiTi9 Amphoe Khlong Hoi Khong 

~18lfllaolu~lm%wyJ: ATRPORT 

&una19 Ban Kiang 

Gfi~fl4J"luns?(lniauaas Mosque 

CODE 
LATITUDE LONGTITüDE 

DISTRICT PROVINCE 
GIRD 

ZONE 
SQ-IDEN 

BLDG 

AIRR 

PPL 

MOSQ 

CMP 47N PH 640865 6 57 100 16 WlW%M$ tl9Val 

PPL ~ 47N PH 662148 6 59 100 28 W l f l ? . i s $  í79"ual 

4 7 ~  PH 653452 6 53 100 23 RauJswueiFis owai 

47N PH 655000 6 56 100 24 WlflIN$ w a i  

47N PH 652191 6 59 100 22 M V l l M $  tí96ual 

47N PH 658416 6 59 100 26 M l f l ? M $  tí9bual 

~ _ _ _ _ _ ~  

PPL 47N PH 661961 6 50 100 27 MlFli%?4$ tí99ial 

RSV 47N PH 643700 6 58 100 18 Wlfl%M$ wuai  
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Designation Code in Thai Gazetteer 
, . .  
i Y 

Al RQ 

Al RF 

AN 

ARCH 

BRKS 

BAY 

BCH 

BCST 

BEND 

BLDG 

BOU N DARY 

BRDG ' 

CMP 

CAPE 

CAVE 

CHAN 

CHCH 

CNLl 

CONF 

COVE 

. 

DAM 

abandoned airfieid 

airfield 

area name 

barracks 

baY 

beach 

broadcasting station .;* , 

bend 

isolated building 

boundary 

bridge 

camp 

cape 

cave 

channei 

church 

irrigation canal 

DTCH 

EBKT 

ESTY 

dam 

embankment 

estuary 

FARM 

FERY 

farm 

ferry 

nqaimiv 

MIVI 

I 
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FID 

FORD 

FT 

FRST 

GULF 

H LL 

HSP 

IGR 

IS 

ISL 

L G  N 

LK 

LCKS 

LH 

MDW 

MINE 

MSTY" 

MOSQ 

MAKT 

M RSH 

MFG 

MT 

MTP 

MTR 

NVB 

PAL 

PASS 

PGDA 

PLAT 

PND 

PPL 

PPLQ 

. 

field 

ford 

fort 

forest 

gulf 

hill 

hospital 

island 

lagoon 

lake 

lock 

lighthouse 

meadow 

mine 

monastery 

mosque 

market 

marsh 

factory 

mountain 

mountain pacs 

mountain range 

navy base 

palace 

pass 

pagoda 

plateau 

pond 

populated place 

abandoned village 
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PRN prison 

PSTA police station 

PT , point 

PUMP PumP 

RAP rapids 

RCM ricemill 

RDGE ridge 

. RH rest house 

ROAD road 

ROCK rock 

RP rail roads 

RS RT resort 

RSTN railway station 

RSV rece tvo ir 

RUIN 

SAWM 

SCH 

SDBR 

SEA 

SHR 

SPRG 

STM 

ruin 

sawmili 

school 

sand bar 

sea 

spring 

stream 

SWMP swamp 

STU P 

TM P,L temple 

stupa . 

TUN tunnel 

WRFL 

WELL well 

wa te rfa I I 



Legend 
i 

Map S h e e t  i n  the. name d a t a  base 





16 

ANNEX 4 FOK THE XTEM 5.2 
EXAMPLE OF THAI GAZETTEER 

DERIVED FROM 
THE TOPOGRAPHIC MAP SERIES L7017 SCALE 1:50,000 

PRODUCED BY ROYAL INSTIWTE 

~slw~nnuTiynousJu~i~w~r io liau"Llri.aCtu~mofiniu 

(Place Names in Thai Gazetteer by Roya1 Institute) 

fi;mtdv : i i m a  $u 1. fi;wno a:+p @a0 cd.5'' rwga nasq2n Q o l o i o  hc.lei" m:<uaon 
d c 5 : d  a &Miinisv m. dur~a nfirwga fimpiañu o.wq9ii msviinim m. &tina $fiiuza iimioñu 

a.wqw' L L ~ V  a.t<iinnus Mmv?uaéienr$eisi9ii%a itineiAañu a.rllfirMq~nW~~mva"idasni$o\%~ 

findañu a.ñuws&nfj ñwVí iinda6u a.yu9iiiq.j gifimv?Mm Zndañu a,lw& 
n i s ~ i u u i n u ~ i n i U a s l d ~ i ~ o  I A U M I \ V ~ ~ ~ M U I U L ~ V  ~eileiQ ( fi%wno - i~iws:?uis 

TZUUVMI~ CQ niu. 

* 3  

d a  Y ~.~i"r~mu: wn & ii0lu"n;isi Lnm iua~uri 4 ~ u i n u  w . m .lo&Lti s vu a .ñuwrsnSnW ungiuv igu 
d d  i lm f l  iUQ'%¿Vl 1oi5 VqWl1Ri.l W.fl.b&ksnlei d V ? l l l l W  9. fl?Psun"a h . Q U  ksn.fhWJ 

ch. fi3Ildusiu &..mT::aeila' 5.fivqs d. rda\41a 

;i Rattana : Arnphoe in Si Sa Ket latitude 14" 47.6" N longitudel02" 28.2"E.lts administrative omce is 

located at tarnbon Si Kaeo , on the north by Amphoe Phayu and Amphoe Nam Kliang , 

on the north - east by Arnphoe Benchalak , on the couth - west by Amphoe 

Kantharalak , on the south by Arnphoe Khun Han, and on the west by Amphoe 

Phrai Bueng , connected with Arnphoe Mueang by Highway No. 221 

( Si Sa Ket - Khoa Phra Wihan ), 41 krn. 

History : Founded as Klng Amphoe on 5 March 1989, in Arnphoe Kantharalak ,becarne 

Arnphoe since 26 may 1989 with 7 tarnbon namely 1. Si Kaeo 2. Tum 3. Phing Phua 

4 .3  Non Ngam 5. Sayao 6. Sa Phung 7. Sueang Khao 
\ 

Iuzln1 mnas %u 7. dT1;Uy-l iu;lbíinql" "ULiU? l u  B.ruas'LJsl;uy3 Zwn& o.dr:<umFliu 

- ~ d + w  n. ~lsvisin M ~.IW&IPI u19 Q Q  nu. 

Khlong (canal), Prachin Buri,from its source on khao khiao in Arnphoe Mueang ,flowing 

through Amphoe Prachantakham and into khlong Prathet at Tarnbon Pho - Ngarn , 

11 km. 

Q. d?o TU a.fi iuija ~ . Q ~ T Í / I ~  uuniindwPua lu m. 9iLji iu~ IwmIdndM"?ufud$n 

l u  m,nnidlmJ u19 g g  nxi. 

Huai (ctream), Amphoe Ban Phue , Udon Thani, departs from Huai Mong at Tarnbon 

Champamong , and meets Huai Mong again at Tambon Klang Ya¡, length 18 km. 

an Pla : 

41 
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(Place Names in Thai Gazetteer by Roya1 Institute) 

Lei. MidnaU7 lid m.Cw&lea fI.tfiaJJQ 1. Saot.arn 

Nong Nam, Tambon Pho Thong Amphoe Selaphum, Changwat Roi Et . 
a. LYI Iu a . ? a ~ a ~  q. i?wqlan qa  &sil< u. 

Khao , Amphoe Wang Thong , Changwat Phitsanulok. height 478 m. 

. 


