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SCANDINAVIAN REGION.L STaNDARDIZATION

iteport prepored by the Delepates of Denmark, Sweden and Norway
or recional standardizetion of the spelling of geographical names

In accordance with the "Draft Programme for Achicving International
Uniformity in the Writing of Gesgraphical Names" of the United Nations Economic
and Social Council, and as a result of a rcsolution adopted by the VIth Inter-
national Congress of Onomastic Seciences in Munich, 24~28 August 1958, the
Norwegian Qelegate to this Ccngress suggested that representatives of Denmark,
Sweden and Norway should meet to discuss standerdization of the spolling of
geographicel names in the Scandinavien region. A meeting was held in Yppsala
on 1 October 1958, and there was full Agreement on the follewing points :

a. The creaticn of Naticnal Authorities responsible for the standard-

ization of the writing of geographical names is essential.

In the Scandinavien countries there exist and have existed
for years official bodies responsible for the regulation of the
spelling of national names, It is regarded as esscnbtial that the
internationally adopted writing of place—names'should be based on
the forms recommended by Natisnal Names Authorities. ' :

b. It will be casier to achieve intermational uniformity by transcribing

written forms than pronunciation,

Ce. Sbecial Scandinavian letters end diacritical marks should bLe accepted

in internationsl use,

In accordance with this progromme the "Language Councils" of the Scandinavian
countries have since 1958 published lists of foreign geographical names in which
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common Sca..l‘:dina.vila.n' spellings, based on genuine national forms, are recommended
for use in i_né.ps and educationsl material. A specinl committee of experts from
Denmark, Sweden and Noxrway have agreed on & common Scandinevien tmnscriy‘ﬁidn of
geographical names written in the Cyrillic alphabet. Work is now in progress
on similer fﬁleé"for transeription from other writing systems (e.g. Arabic, »

Chines).



