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Changes compared to the fourth
edition (2012)

- Addition of a more detailed pronunciation
key with more cases and examples, both
for consonants and vowels

- Addition of a list of geographical names
whose pronunciation deviates from the
general rules given

These changes were made by Tjeerd
Tichelaar, convenor of the WG on
Pronunciation, in the hope other Top.
Guidelines would follow suit



Pronunciation of consonants in Northern standard Dutch

spelling pronunciation example IPA example
IPA alphabet
g [yl [X] or [¥] Geleen ya'len], [xa'le:n]
ch [x] or [%] Enschede ‘ensxade:]
sch [sx]: at word end [s] Scheemda; ‘s-Hertogenbosch ‘sxe:mda]; [ serto:yan'bos]
p;t:k [pl:[t]:[K] (unaspirated)  Krommenie kroma’ni]

kh [K] Rijckholt rikolt]
th [t] Nuth

r [r], [R], [£] or [1] Roden

W Weesp

ng ] Groningen

~




Pronunciation of vowels in Northern Standard Dutch

spelling pronunciation example IPA example
IPA alphabet
a+CS [a] Halle ['hala]
aa, a+OS [a:] or[a] Haarlem, Scheemda ['ha:rlem], [ 'sxe:mda]
ae [a:] Baexem, Maeslantkering [ 'ba:ksam], [ 'ma:slant kerm]
et+CS [€] or [2] Meppel [ 'mepal]
e+0S [e:] or [2] Ede [‘e:ds]
ee [e:] Geleen [yo'le:n]
i+CS [1] Twisk [tvisk]
1+0S [1] Didam [di'dam]
o+CS [2] Schiphol [sx1p fidl]
00, 0+OS [o:] or [0] Hoge Noord, Ruurlo [.ho:ya'no:rt] ], [ry:rlo]
u+CS [Y] or [e] Putten, Zutphen ['pytan], [ zetfan]
uu, u+0S [y:] or [y] Culemborg, Ruurlo [ry:rlo], [ ' kylam borx]
y [1] or [e1] Yde, Ysselsteyn ['ida], ["e1sal stein]
au, ou [au] or [Au] Gouda, Lauwersmeer [ yauda:], [ 1auvars 'me:r]
el, ij [e1] Rijn, Eindhoven [rein], [ 'eintfo:van]
eu [o] or [o:] Heusden [ fio:zdan]
ie+CS [1] Giethoorn [ 'yitho:rn]
ie+0OS [1:] or [1] Dieren, Haarlemmerliede ['di:ran], [ Aa:rlemar’lida]
oe [u] or [u:] Woerden, Ten Boer ['vurdan], [ten "bu:r]
o1 [0:] Goirle [ 'yo:rla]
ui, uij [cey] Muiden, Cuijk [meeydan], [keeyk]
leuw [1u] Nieuwe Maas [ .niua'ma:s]

CS = Closed syllable;: OS = open syllable




The pronunciation of the following geographical names either
deviates from the general rules outlined above, or cannot be
accurately deduced from them

spelling

Almere
Tungelroy
Tynaarlo
Bergschenhoek

Vriescheloo
Enschede
Gebroek
Wijhe
Wijlre
Rhenoy
Rijckholt
Ysselsteyn
Texel

pronunciation

[al me:ra]

[ ‘tenal ro:j]
t1'na:rlo]

| berxsan ' fiuk]
['vri1sa lo:]
'ensxa de:]
[ ya bruk]
RYSE]
RUNICH

12 no1]

[ ‘rikolt]

[ "e1salstein]
[ 'tesal]

spelling

Luyksgestel
Amby
Venray
Nuenen
Charlois
Wijchen
Puiflijk
Goirle
Huissen
Yde
Yerseke
Stramproy
Acquoy

pronunciation

'loeyks yestal ]
"ambi]

[ 'venra:]]

[ 'nynan]

| [arlo:s]

| 'vixan]

| peeyilak]

[ 'yo:rla]

[ fiysan]

[ '1d9]

[ '1:159Kk9]

| 'strampro:j]

[a'ko;j]




