
The International 
Map Year 
2015-2016

Ferjan Ormeling

11th UNCSGN New York 2017   

50 years of UNGEGN



UNRCC Bangkok 2012 resolution 6

The Conference, recognizing the enormous 

benefit of reliable and authoritative 

geospatial information and maps in 

decision-making for the sustainable use of 

natural resources, economic development, 

and for community well-being, …., 

recommends the International Cartographic 

Association to proclaim and organize an 

International Map Year in 2015. 



Specific purposes of IMY were to:
-Make maps more visible to citizens and school children

-Give all students an opportunity to learn more about 

cartography and about its associated geospatial 

sciences

-Show how maps and atlases can be used in society;

-Encourage all to experience how information 

technology can be used in acquiring and handling 

geographic information, and how it is possible to 

produce one’s own maps;

-Display and show different types of maps and map 

production;

-Demonstrate the necessity of a sustainable 

development of geographic information infrastructures



why should IMY have been relevant 
to UNGEGN? 

 Because geographical names are an essential 

part of maps; without names. maps would be like 

photographs or satellite imagery: unable to 

provide proper links with our environment.

 Because in a freely downloadable manual ICA 

incorporated a chapter on toponymy

 Because within the framework of IMY the ICA 

demonstrated how maps with standardized 

names can support reaching the 17 Global 

Sustainability Development Goals
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Samples from the toponymy and map use chapters in The world of maps


