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Session on Informal Employment

1. MDG 3 seeks to “promote gender equality and empower women”. One of the
indicators currently used to measure achievement of this goal is “Women wage

employment in non-agricultural sector as percentage of total non-agricultural employees”.

(la)  Discuss the merits and demerits of this indicator when used for measuring
achievement of Goal 3.

(1b)  Discuss whether or not the proposed new indicator (see slide 37) is a better
indicator than the current one for measuring achievement of Goal 3.

(Ic)  Propose another indicator that you believe would be better than the current and
proposed new indicator. Explain your choice.

2. What are your conclusions about the relationships of gender, poverty risks of
workers and informality of employment based on an analysis of the data in the tables
shown below.
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Note in the table on relative poverty rates of formal and informal workers by sex and
status in employment, relative poverty rates are indexed with formal, private wage = 100.

3. What are your conclusions about the relationships of gender, poverty risks of
households and informality of employment based on the data provided in the tables
below?
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Poverty rates by household category, India

(1999/2000)
Formal Informal All
Households Households ~ Households*
Rural 10.7 21.1 252
Urban 7.1 25.7 21.5
Poverty rates by household type,
South Africa 2003
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Poverty rates among persons in households sustaining

themselves on income from informal employment by type of

employment income and industry, Urban India
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Source: Sastry, 2004 using data on EUS, 1999/2000
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