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Conclusions and recommendations


Time-use surveys  
1. The Workshop, attended by participants from China, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, Thailand, Viet Nam and the United Nations Statistics Division expressed its appreciation to the National Bureau of Statistics of China and to the United Nations Statistics Division for co-organizing this workshop focusing on time use and violence against women statistics. The participants specifically recognize the hospitality and the facilities provided by the National Bureau of Statistics of China.

2. The Workshop reiterated that the time use statistics and surveys are a crucial component of contemporary social statistics and that they offer a wealth of detailed data on a number of critical issues. The rationale behind time use statistics runs across a number of social phenomena and the need to quantify them: economic activity, informal sector, leisure, consumption and social wellbeing, to name just a few.

3. In that context the Workshop noted the shift in current needs of decision-makers and social scientist towards emerging measures of wellbeing of the population, away from the standard GDP and GNP paradigms. They concluded that time use surveys are the most appropriate vehicle to address those new challenges.
4. In the recent decade a number of countries in Asia acquired experience in conducting time use surveys, either as pilots or full-fledged national exercises. The most recent experience is the time use survey of China and the process of documenting and assessing the lessons learnt is still on-going. In that context, the participants noted that this increased capacity to conduct complex surveys in the Asia region represents a solid foundation for developing regional networks of competent statisticians able to support each other.

5. While there are different modes of developing the questionnaire for a time-use survey, be it a fill-in diary approach or recollection method, the participants concluded that there is significant knowledge available to individual countries to guide them in the right direction given the national circumstances. The UN Guide for Producing Statistics on Time Use: Measuring Paid and Unpaid Work is such a resource and should therefore be applied accordingly, whenever a country decides to undertake such a survey.
6. Recognizing that the time use survey is complex and demanding both in sophistication and costs, the Workshop recommended that further efforts are needed to raise the awareness of the need for time use statistics in order to overcome the often-present reluctance of national governments to sponsor time use surveys. In that respect additional commitment of international organizations in terms of advocacy and explaining the need for this survey is also needed; this would be especially true for the United Nations Statistics Division.

7. In discussing the phase of collection of time use data, the Workshop emphasized that the time frame for collection would have to run across several months in order to capture seasonal variations. The data capture time for New Zealand survey of time use, for example, extended over the full twelve months. This is especially important for countries in Asia, including China, that have a significant part of population involved in agricultural production where there is a considerable difference in workload and kind of work depending on the season.

8. Participants noted that there is a number of up-to-date statistical techniques for data capture, be it by face-to-face interviews, computer assisted or not, or telephone interview and so forth. As all these techniques are well documented and their advantages and disadvantages available to national statistical authorities, it is recommended that a careful evaluation of existing techniques is undertaken prior to the final decision.

9. The Workshop noted that there are errors on both the respondent side as well as on the statistical office’s side when it comes to the possible inaccuracy of data. On the respondent’s side this is the case with a non-sampling error, for example, when the respondent provides erroneous answers on purpose, in order to display a more socially respectable picture of him/her self. On the side of official statistics a sampling error is likely to occur if the sample was not designed in such a manner to be representative of the population.
10. The workshop concluded that the coding and processing of data for the time use survey represent a significant challenge and requires careful development of techniques there were not necessarily part and parcel of the routine operations of the national statistical service. The complexity of this issue is well documented, as difficulties often would arise in coding of specific activities and the coding process needed to be constantly supervised and adjusted, as well as the need to rely on the expertise of subject-matter specialist, as was the case in the time use survey of China, for example.

11. If there would be one crucial component that the Workshop identified, it would refer to the dissemination and the use of statistics collected by the time use survey. In that context, given different modes of dissemination of data, the national statistical authority should empower itself to address each of these accordingly. For example, the distribution of microdata, i.e. individual records where the identity of the respondent in not possible to be revealed, proves to be the vehicle of choice for users from academia, enabling them to take full advantage of the details of time use.

12. Examples presented at the workshop – the use of data to measure the inactivity gap of poor people in France and the proposed adjustments of GDP and GNP for the unpaid work by women in the Philippines – clearly illustrate the wealth of new information that can be drawn from the survey. It also points to the need, the Workshop concluded, for the national statistical authorities to invest in building analytical in-house capacities as well as soliciting support from other government and academic institutions.   
13. The Workshop reiterated the importance of developing comprehensive classification of time use activities that are sufficiently flexible to meet the needs of all the users and be able to capture paid and unpaid work. In that respect, the Workshop concluded that the trial International Classification of Time Use, developed by the United Nations Statistics Division represents a sound and robust basis upon which a number of countries developed their national classifications, as was the case with China, New Zealand and Thailand. Consequently, the Workshop recommended that the finalization of this classification is treated as a priority by the international statistical system and that it also includes representatives from developing countries.
14. Participants noted that, even with the utmost care and attention in developing time use classification, life in contemporary societies brings to the surface a number of activities that are eluding clear taxonomy, as per the examples of China and New Zealand. In that respect the Workshop concluded that statisticians must keep open communication with scholars of time use and consult accordingly.
15. Closing on this, time use part of the Workshop, the participants reiterated the importance of time use surveys as crucial tool for social statistics and expressed appreciation with the level and depth of discussions, lectures and exchange of opinions.

Violence against women survey

16.  The Workshop pointed to the fact that violence against women is a phenomenon in the forefront of the social concerns in contemporary societies and that is has to be addressed in terms of  collecting accurate and reliable statistics that will provide a sound basis to policy makers in order to confront and ultimately eradicate this form of violence.

17. In assessing different sources of statistics on violence against women the participants elaborated on the advantages and disadvantages of administrative sources such as police and court statistics, health statistics and other governmental and non-governmental sources. The Workshop concluded these sources are valuable in assessing many of the issues related to violence against women – yet, there are also limitations that prevent their full exploitation. Limitations refer to the fact that many occurrences of violence against women remain unreported due to the fear of the perpetrator or social stigma, thus preventing computation of accurate incidence and prevalence rates; also, not all police record collect pertinent variables that would enable generating gender-sensitive crime statistics.

18. In that context, the Workshop recommended that the United Nations Statistics Division focuses on the international guidelines for improving administrative sources of data for assessing violence against women, with special emphasis on crime, court and health statistics, thus providing national statistical authorities with methodological advice in this field.
19. As for the surveys on violence against women, the Workshop recognizes that this is the preferred method for collecting statistics on this sensitive topic. It also notes that it is not a routine exercise for national statistical authorities, in terms of complexity and sensitivity of the topic. Experiences in the region point to the fact that several countries undertook this data collection successfully, supporting the conclusions of the feasibility of its implementation in the Asian region.
20. Regional experiences point to several issues that would need to be taken into account in terms of future development of violence against women surveys. For example, the fact that different donors sponsor different surveys makes it difficult to consolidate statistics in a comprehensive and consistent manner. Consequently, the Workshop recommended that a meticulous preparatory work with different donors is beneficial to the consistency and quality of resulting statistics.
21. The Workshop also identified a number of particular issues that require further elaboration at the national level, for example, the title of the survey itself which should avoid mentioning of “violence”. Similarly, moving interview teams every day seems to be appropriate in terms of preserving the confidentiality and reliability of the data collection process.
22. The Workshop noted with appreciation the work on developing international guidelines for statistics on violence against women now underway in the United Nations Statistics Division, expecting it will provide a solid methodological framework for national statistical authorities in that respect.
23. In terms of conducting a full-fledge survey on violence against women within the framework of forth-coming international recommendations, most of the participating countries would consider it technically feasible provided resources were available, including qualified manpower. At this moment, majority of countries in the region is facing severe budget constraints. In this respect, exploitation of data and their advocacy gains in importance, as it may provide a valuable argument for securing funds for the survey.
24. In all cases, conducting such a survey requires close cooperation and synergy between different line ministries and government institutions. Participants pointed out to that such an approach is especially important as a follow-up on a number of international initiatives on ensuring equal status of women and men puts significant number of government institutions in need of hard statistics.
25. In conclusion, the Workshop emphasizes that the violence against women surveys need to be placed in the forefront of national social and gender statistics as the next significant challenge. This is becoming especially true as countries in the region are acquiring more and more statistical capacities to address complex statistical exercise. 
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