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I N T R O D U C T I O N


For more than a decade, the Statistical Office of the United Nations has been regularly analyzing data on international trade and presenting them in a comparable and accessible form in terms of the United Nations Standard Inter​national Trade Classification (SITC).
  The figures are being currently published in Yearbook of International Trade Statistics, Commodity Trade Statistics and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.


The purpose of the present-publication is to give, as far as possible, similar, comparable, yearly figures on international trade back to the beginning of the century by applying to the historical data concepts and definitions presently used in analyzing current statistics on international trade.


Such a collection of statistics, besides recording the annual development of international trade in a way easily comprehensible, makes possible a year to year comparison among countries and should also give ample historical evidence of the interdependence of trade and economic growth among the several nations.  Thus it is hoped to continue and enlarge upon the work initiated by the secretariat of the League of Nations, whose publications Network of World Trade, 1942, and Industrialization and Foreign Trade, 1945, are still regarded as fundamental to any long-term, quantitative study of international trade.
  In order to facilitate the study of the relationship between general economic development and international trade, the trade data have been supplemented by

indices of manufacturing production, when available --these latter indices being taken as an indicator of general economic activity.


In preparing this volume, the Statistical Office of the United Nations has benefited from the co-operation of the secretariat to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

CONTENTS


Tables I-XXIII give for total world exports and for the exports and imports of twenty-two individual countries
, years 1900-1913, 1921-1938, 1948 and 1950-1960
, current values in United States dollars and value indices of:

(a) total trade, (b) trade in manufactured goods, and (c) trade in other goods.  The twenty-two countries were chosen according to importance in world trade and availability of national trade statistics for the whole period - these data being sufficiently detailed to distinguish, with a reasonable degree of accuracy, manufactured goods from other goods.


Unit value and quantum indices have been compiled for the world aggregates.  In the case of the twenty-two individual countries, national unit value indices are shown wherever available, after having been linked, converted to United States dollars, and switched to the common base year, 1953.   In cases where national indices were lacking, but were regarded necessary for the construction of the world indices, the series were compiled from basic trace data.  Where unit value indices were available, quantum indices have also been derived.  Likewise, terms of trade have been computed when unit value indices for both total exports and imports were obtainable.  Also shown yearly is each country's percentage share of world exports, both of total and of manufactured goods.


The direction of trade can be seen from tables XXIV and XXV which, for the years 1900, 1913, 1928, 1935, 1938, 1948, 1953 and 1959, show world exports by provenance and destination by major areas and destination of exports for the twenty-two countries shown separately.

GENERAL STATEMENTS


The different concepts and definitions which have been applied in compiling and analyzing the statistical data in the present volume are fully discussed in the introduction of the various issues of Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.  Further explanatory notes on sources and methods relevant to each table arc included in Annex I.  The paragraphs below, therefore, confine them​selves to remarks of a more general nature.

l.
Sources


The value figures have, with a few exceptions, been obtained from national trade statistics, adjusted to the SITC and arranged according to commodity groups by detailed compilation.  Where export and import data have already been published according to the SITC, as is the case for many countries from 1950 onwards, the figures have been taken from various issues of United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.


The national definitions and methods applied as to territory, system of trade and method of valuation have been accepted throughout from the original sources, although these definitions and methods differ from country to country and have often changed over the years covered by this investigation.
  As far as the twenty-two countries shown separately are concerned, an attempt has been made to record in the explanatory notes (Annex 1) the changes in the system of trade and method of valuation, while only major territorial changes are mentioned.  However, no adjustments have been made in the figures themselves for changes caused by variations in method of valuation, system of trade or territory.  This fact must be kept in mind in interpreting data, both with respect to the figures for individual countries and the world aggregates.

2.
Territory


The statistics shown for a country during a certain year include the trade of the territory (or customs area) of that country in that particular year.  Territorial changes can, of course, greatly influence the magnitude of international trade.  The combination of two territories formerly separate results in the elimination of their trade with one another from the statistics for both territories; likewise, the separation of two territories formerly together results in the appearance of their trade with one another in the statistics for both territories.  For example, before the First World War, trade between Austria, Hungary and what became Czechoslovakia was not recorded as international trade as all three countries then belonged to Austria-Hungary which was one single customs area.  As mentioned above, no adjustment for territorial changes has been incorporated in the figures.
  Since most of the major territorial changes took place just after the two world wars, one can, therefore, regard territorial changes as being of small importance for the series of world aggregates within the three distinct time periods covered, namely, 1900-1913, 1921-1938 and 1948, 1950-1960.


The designations of countries and territories and the arrangement of material in this publication should not be considered as implying any endorse​ment or other judgment by the secretariat of the United Nations regarding the legal status of any country or territory, or of its authorities, or in respect of the delimitation of its boundaries.

3. 
Exchange rates

All value figures are in current United States dollars, and all index numbers of unit values are based on values in current United States dollars.
  Values in national currencies are converted into United States dollars by application of the exchange rates published in the annual reports of the Director of the United States Mint for the years 1900-1913; by rates published by the League of Nations for the years 1921-1938, and the Inter​national Monetary Fund for the post-war years.


The conversion factors shown in tables II-XXIII express the average relation during each year of the national currency unit to the current United States dollar.  Due to the extremely unstable monetary situation in many countries following the First World War, the value figures for the years 1921-​1924 are probably less accurate than for other years.

4.
Commodity classification


The commodity classes are based on the SITC.  This means that gold bullion, coin, and all other current specie are excluded in all years, while silver bullion and unissued coin are included in manufactured goods.


Manufactured goods are defined as Sections 5-8 of the SITC, i.e.:


5
Chemicals


6
Manufactured goods classified chiefly by material 

7
Machinery and transport equipment


8
Miscellaneous manufactured articles


Manufactured goods, therefore, include unwrought metals and exclude processed foods and refined petroleum.  Other goods, consequently, consist of Sections 0-4 and 9 of the SITC:


0 
Food


1
Beverages and tobacco


2
Crude materials, inedible, except fuels


3
Mineral fuels, lubricants and related materials


4
Animal and vegetable oils and fats




and


9
Miscellaneous transactions and commodities, n.e.s.


Postal packages (not otherwise classified) which are part of SITC Section 9, have been included in manufactured goods where they are of considerable impor​tance, e.g. in the case of France and the United Kingdom.

5.
Unit value and quantum indices


As mentioned above, the unit value indices for the various countries are, in most cases, official national indices linked together, adjusted for exchange rate variations and switched to the base 1953 = 100.  The indices for manufac​tured goods are those national indices which cover a commodity composition as near as possible to SITC Sections 5-3.  Most quantum indices, both for the separate countries and the world have been obtained by dividing the unit value indices into the corresponding value indices.  This may give somewhat different results from the national quantum indices published.  When using the data, the general problems involved in constructing comparable index figures over a long period of time should be borne in mind.
 Thus the index numbers should not be used for exact year to year comparisons, but should be accurate enough to show the long-term developments.

6.
Terms of trade


The terms of trade of each country have been obtained by dividing the respective import unit value indices into the export unit value indices.

7.
Indices of manufacturing production


The series are, in most cases, official national series linked together and switched to the base 1953 = 100.  The national indices are those which cover a composition of industrial activities as near as possible to Divisions 2 and 3 of the United Nations International Standard Industrial Classification of all Economic Activities.

8.
Revised figures


The figures shown are, as far as possible, the most recent revisions available at the time of compilation.  As regards figures for recent years, it should be remembered, however, that most countries do not publish final figures until several years after the period to which the statistics refer.

9.
Rounding

Although decimals were included in the computations, all figures presented are shown rounded to the nearest whole number with the exception of exchange rates and percentages of world exports.

10.
Symbols


The following symbols have been used:


..
Figures not available or not applicable


_
Nil or negligible


Substantial breaks in the homogeneity of a table are indicated by horizontal lines across the columns of figures.

ANNEX I

NOTES ON SOURCES AND METHODS

TABLE I:  WORLD EXPORTS 1900-1913, 1921-1938, 1948, 1950 - 1960

Values


The aggregates were obtained by detailed compilation from national trade returns relating in most cases to f.o.b. values in special exports.  Thus the data represent insofar as possible aggregate net flows in international trade.  The analysis by large commodity groups is based on specific estimates for the twenty-two countries shown separately which, during the whole period covered, exported about 90 per cent of the manufactured goods entering international trade.


Index numbers:


(a) 
Unit value.  The components included in the unit value indices of total exports and exports of manufactured goods are national indices based on values in United States dollars and the dollar values of each country's exports.  In the case of manufactured goods, those official indices have been chosen which most nearly represent the content of manufactured goods as here defined.  For important countries not having official indices, indices estimated by the League of Nations or the Statistical Office of the United Nations are included in order to secure a higher coverage and one more evenly distributed among the industrial and non-industrial areas of the world than can be achieved by means of official indices alone.  The method used in each period to construct aggregate indices 1913-1960, and in the case of manufactured goods 1900-1913, is indicated by the following table:

	Period
	1900-07
	1907-13
	1913

1921-25
	1925-29
	1929-34
	1934-38
	1938

1948-50
	1950-50
	1956-60r

	Base year
	1903
	1910
	1923
	1927
	1931
	1936
	1948
	1953
	1958

	Coverage in base year of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a) index of total exports
	..
	..
	86%
	87%
	84%
	83%
	90%
	88%
	86%

	(b) index of exports of manufactured goods
	70%
	72%
	70%
	70%
	72%
	71%
	77%
	84%
	77%

	Linking years
	           1907
 1913
     1925           1929
1934
   1938
       1950           1956

	Formula used: a
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a) index of total exports
	..
	..
	L
	L
	L
	L
	F
	F
	F

	(b) index of exports of manufactured goods
	L
	L
	L
	L
	L
	L
	L
	L
	L



a L = Laspeyres formula, i.e. using base year weight. 

r  = Paasche formula, i.e. using current year weight.


Since indices for total exports before the First World War are obtainable for only the five major industrial countries, the combination of these indices would not give a proper index for total world exports as primary products would not be adequately represented.  A unit value index for primary products entering world trade was therefore constructed by the Statistical Office of the United Nations. based for the most part on value and quantity figures published in the United Kingdom Statistical Abstract for the Principal and Other Foreign Countries, 1901-1912, HMSO 1914, and the United Kingdom Statistical Abstract for the Several British Self-Governing Dominions, Possessions and Protectorates, 1901-1915, HMSO, 1918.  The index was built up in stages:


(i)
Indices for all countries exporting a particular commodity were brought together to make a commodity index, e.g., a wheat index.


(ii)
The commodity indices were combined to construct a commodity group index, e.g., a grain index.


(iii)
The commodity group indices were brought together to construct a food, drink and tobacco index and a raw materials index:  these two were then combined to form the primary products index.  The individual series were weighted by the value of the commodity exported in the base years 1903 (1900-07) and 1910 (1907-12).  The figure for 1913 was found by an extrapolation process which applied the tendency shown by available national indices.
  The primary products index thus constructed was linked to the 1913-1960 unit value index of "other goods";  the resulting series was then combined with that of manu​factured goods; using 1903 (1900-07) and 1910 (1907-12) as weight years.
  The index for "other goods" 1913-1960 is the residue when data for exports of ​manufactured goods are removed from data for total exports by applying as weights the values of the base years in the preceding table.


(b)
Quantum:  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c)
Manufacturing Production:  The indices 1900-1938 are originally from Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations, 1945, and linked to current series compiled by the Statistical Office of the United Nations published in the United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.  The figures for 1948, 1950-1960 thus exclude Albania, Bulgaria, China (mainland), Czechoslovakia, Eastern-Germany, Hungry, North Korea, Poland, Romania, the USSR and North Viet-Nam.  The inclusion of these countries will probably have revealed a higher rate of growth of world manufacturing production during the 1950's (for comparison, see special table A in Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, June 1963, which shows the combined world index of mining, manufacturing, electricity and gas, with and without the USSR and Eastern Europe).

TABLE II:  ARGENTINA


System:  Special trade


Valuation:  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f.  1900-1913 mostly fixed official values; from 1921-1938 current official values, and beginning 1948 declared values.


Commodity groups:  Estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations up to 1954; from 1955 official figures.


Index numbers:


(a) Unit values:  Obtained by dividing value indices by quantum indices.


(b) Quantum:  The export indices 1913-1937 are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1938.  Figures for 1937-1938 are taken from Banco Central Economic Review and linked, with 1947 as the linking year, to a series 1947-1951 compiled by the Statistical Office of the United Nations.  Beginning 1951 both export and import figures are from United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.


(c)  Manufacturing production:  All figures are from United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics

TABLE III:  AUSTRALIA


System:
General trade.


Year:
1900-1913 and 1952-1960 calendar year; 1921-1951 year ending 30 June.


Valuation:  Exports and imports f.o.b.  Declared values with theoretical transaction values for goods shipped on consignment.


Commodity groups: 1900-1951 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations;  from 1952 official figures.


Index numbers:


(a) Unit value:  On the export side, indices for the years 1913-1930 are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1938;
indices for 1930-1960 are from United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.  The import indices for the years 1925-1929 are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1938.  The source for the years 1929-1937 is The Australian Balance of Payments 1928/29-1951/52, Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, and beginning 1937 the indices are from United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.  Both export and import indices from 1952 onwards have been adjusted to cover calendar years.


(b)  Quantum:  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.  Direction of exports (Table XXV).  Figures for 1900 and 1913 include gold.  
Data for 1938 have been adjusted to the calendar year.
TABLE IV:  AUSTRIA

Territory:  1900-1913 Austria-Hungary;  from 1921 the Federal Republic.  Figures for 1938 exclude trade with Germany.


System:  Special trade.


Valuation:  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f.  1900-1924 official values;  beginning 1925 declared values.


Commodity groups:  1900-1948 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations; from 1950 official figures.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value:  Both export and import figures 1922-1923 are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and linked to indices published for the years 1923-1948 in Monatsberichte des Osterreichischen Institutes Für Wirtschaftsforschung 1938 and 1956.  From 1948 on the figures are from United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.

(b)  Quantum:  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c) Manufacturing production.  The sources are OEEC Statistical Bulletins:  Industrial Statistics 1900-1957 and United Nations Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.

Direction of exports (Table XXV).  Excludes silver prior to 1938.

TABLE V:  BELGIUM-LUXEMBOURG

Territory:  1900-1921 Belgium only; from 1922 Belgium and Luxembourg and from that yer trade between Belgium and Luxembourg excluded.

System:  Special trade.


Valuation:  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f. 1900-1913 declared values for a few products; otherwise official values revised annually.  From 1921 declared values throughout.


Commodity groups:  1900-1950 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations; from 1951 official figures.

Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value:  All indices are from Bulletin de Statistique.  Indices for manufactured goods are weighted averages of the indices for "articles ayant subi une transformation simple" and the indices for "articles ayant subi une transformation plus avancés".  Beginning 195 the figures for manufactured goods exported are unpublished indices based on SITC sections 5-8 compiled by Institut National de Statistique.


(b)  Quantum:  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c)  Manufacturing production:  The index is based on OEEC Statistical Bulletins:  Industrial Statistics 1900-1959 and General Statistics.  For 1900-1921 the figures include Belgium only; from 1922 the series is a weighted average of the indices for Belgium and Luxembourg.


Direction of Exports (Table XXV).  Silver excluded prior to 1938.

TABLE VI:  BRAZIL

System:  National exports, general imports.


Valuation:  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f. Declared values.


Commodity groups:  Estimates of the Statistical office of the United Nations up to 1952.  The import figures for 1953 and 1954 are taken from Der Aussenhandel Des Auslandes, no.54, Statistisches Bundesamt, 1957.  For 1953-1954 export figures and from 1955 onwards both export and import figures are official.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value:
  The indices for both exports and imports are from United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.

(b)  Quantum:1  The indices for both exports and imports are taken from United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.


(c)  Manufacturing production.  Figures are from United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.


Direction of exports (Table XXV).  Re-exports included 1900, 1913, 1928 and 1935.

TABLE VII:  CANADA

Territory:  Includes Newfoundland from 1950.


System:  Special trade.


Year:  1900-1996 year ending 30 June.  1907-1926 year beginning 1 April; from 1927 calendar year.


Valuation:  F.o.b. for both exports and imports.  Declared values.


Commodity groups:  1900-1948 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations; from 1950 official figures.  Nickel matte and speiss have been included in the export figures for manufactured goods according to Commodity Indexes for the Standard International Trade Classification.  United Nations, 1953, although the Dominion Bureau of Statistics classifies matte and speiss in Section 2 of the SITC.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value:  Indices for total exports and imports 1913.  1923-1926 are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1938.  Indices for both total and manufactured goods 1926-1948 are from Dominion Bureau of Statistics Reference Papers, No.5, 1949.  The sources for 1948-1960 figures are current editions of Trade of Canada.  The indices of manufactured goods are weighted averages of the group indices of "Wood Products and Paper", "Iron and Steel and their Products", "Non-ferrous Metals and their Products", "Chemicals and Fertilizers", and "Miscellaneous", taken from the same sources as the total indices.

(b)  Quantum:  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c)  Manufacturing production:  The 1923-1937 Index numbers are found in Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations, 1945.  The data for years 1927-1960 are from the United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.


Direction of exports (Table XXIV).  1900 national exports, 1913 general exports; from 1928 special trade.  Newfoundland is included for all years.

TABLE VIII:  CHILE

System:  Special trade.


Valuation:  Exports f.o.b., imports f.o.b. prior to March 1928, c.i.f. thereafter.  From 1900-1913 fixed official values; from 1921 declared values.


Commodity groups:  1900-1996 and 1959-1969 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations; 1957-1958 figures are taken from Der Aussenhandel des Auslandes, no. 150, Statistisches Bundesamt, 1960.

Index numbers:

(a)  Unit value.
  Indices for total exports and imports 1930-1960 are from United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.  The 1930-1934 indices have been adjusted for changes in exchange rates.


(b)  Quantum.1  Indices for total exports and imports 1930-1960 are found in United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.

(c)  Manufacturing production.  For the years 1913-1938 the indices are taken from Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations, 1945.  The 1938-1960 indices are from United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.

TABLE IX:  DENMARK

System.  1900-1937 national exports and imports for consumption.  1938, 1948, 1950-1958 special trade;  beginning 1959 general trade.


Valuation.  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f.  1900-1913 official values; from 1921 declared values.


Commodity groups.  1900-1948 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations;  from 1950 official figures.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value.  For the years 1913-1935 indices are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1938.  For 1935-1938 the indices are taken from Vareindførselog Udførsel and linked with 1947 as the linking year to series published in United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.


(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c)  Manufacturing production.  1913-1938 index numbers are from Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations, 1945.  1938-1960 figures are from United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics. 


Direction of exports  (Table XXV).  General exports 1900, 1913.  1928, 1935 and 1959; special exports 1938, 1948 and 1953.
TABLE X:  FINLAND

System.  Special trade 1900-1959;  general trade 1960.


Valuation.  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f.  1900-1913 official values;  from 1921 declared values.


Commodity groups.  1900-1953 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations;  from 1954 official figures.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value.  1913-1930 indices for both exports and imports are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1938.  Indices for the years 1930-1960 are from United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.

(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices


(c)  Manufacturing production.  Index numbers for 1900-1938 are from Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations, 1945.  Figures covering 1938-1960 are taken from United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.


Direction of exports (Table XXV).  The 1948 figure for total exports ($500 million which is from Direction of International Trade, differs from the one in Table X ($415 million), as the latter is based on national trade statistics and excluded war reparations. 

TABLE X:  FINLAND

System.  Special trade.


Valuation.  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f.  1900-1913 and 1921-1928 official values revised annually; from 1929 declared transaction values.

Commodity groups.  1900-1948 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations;  from 1950 official figures.  Postal packages are included in manufactured goods except from 1950 on in the case of imports.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value.  Indices for total exports and exports of manufactured goods 1900-1913
 were compiled by the Statistical Office of the United  Nations, 1900-1907 with 1903 weights;  1907-1913 with 1910 weights.  Indices for total exports and imports for 1913, 1921-1938, and 1938-1948 are derived from quantum indices published in Statistiques et Indices du Commerce Extérieur, Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques, 1952.  Indices for manufactured goods 1913 and 1921-1938 are derived from quantum indices for "objects fabriqués" from the source mentioned above and the corresponding values.  Indices 1948-1960 are from Bulletin Mensuel de Statistique;  indices for manufactured goods 1948-1954 are a weighted average of the indices for "objects fabriqués" and "matières remières et demi-produits", linked to 1938 via the corresponding quantum indices.  From 1955 the official unit value index for manufactured goods is based on SITC sections 5-8, "produits manufactures".

(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(b)  Manufacturing production.  1900-1938 from Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations, 1945.  The figures from 1938-1960 are taken from United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.

TABLE XII:  GERMANY

Territory.  1900-1938 includes all Germany.  Figures for 1938 exclude Austria and Germany's trade with Austria.  From 1950 the territory has been confined to Federal Republic of Germany.  Trade with the Democratic Republic of Germany is not included.


System.  Special trade.


Valuation.  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f.  1900-1910 declared values for most exports and from 1911 declared values for all exports.  1900-1913 official values for most imports except for a few statistical headings for which there were declared values.  From 1921 declared values for all imports.


Commodity groups.  1900-1938 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations.  From 1950 official figures.

Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value.  Indices for total exports and exports of manufactured goods (SITC sections 5-8) 1900-1913 were compiled and corrected for coverage by the Statistical Office of the United Nations, 1900-1907 with 1903 weights, 1907-1913 with 1910 weights.
  Indices for total exports and imports 1913.
TABLE XIII:  INDIA

Territory.  Includes Burma prior to 1937 and Pakistan prior to 1948.


System.  National exports, general imports.  Before 1952 sea-borne trade only is included.  Trade on government account is included for all years.


Year.  1900-1956 and 1960 year beginning 1 April.  1957-1959 calendar years.


Valuation.  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f., Declared values.


Commodity groups.  1900-1956 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations;  from 1957 official figures.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value.  Indices for total exports and imports 1913-1936 are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1938.  For the years 1936-1948 the source is United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.  Indices for total exports and imports 1948-1960 and for manufactured goods exported are from Monthly Abstract of Statistics.


(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c)  Manufacturing production.  The index numbers for 1900-1938 are from Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations, 1945.  From 1938 on the figures are from United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.


Direction of exports (Table XXV).  Includes re-exports for all years except 1900.  Silver is excluded.

TABLE XIII:  INDIA

System.  Special trade.


Valuation.  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f., 1900-1913 official values:  from 1921 declared transaction values.


Commodity groups.  1900-1951 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations;  from 1952 official figures.


Index numbers

(a)  Unit value.  Indices for total exports and imports 1913, 1921-1925 are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1936 and 1938.  Indices for both total and manufactured goods, "prodotti lavorati", 1925-1938 are from Annuario Statistico Italiano 1924 and 1939.  Indices for the years 1938 and 1948-1960 are from Statistica Annuale del Commercio con l'Estero and Statistica Mensile del Commercio con l'Estero.  For this latter period the indices of manufactured goods are weighted averages of the indices of group 2, "Prodotti di prima lavorazioni o transformazione", and group 3, "Prodotti di pier complessa lavorazione or transformazione".


(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c)  Manufacturing production.  1901-1938 figures are based on OEEC Statistical Bulletins:  Industrial Statistics 1900-1957.  The 1938-1960 figures are from the United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.

Ddirection of exports (Table XXV).  Includes re-exports for all years except 1900.  Silver is excluded.

TABLE XIII:  INDIA

Territory.  Japan proper without Korea and Formosa (Taiwan).  Excludes trade with Korea 1910-1938 and trade with Formosa (Taiwan) 1900-1938.

System.  National exports, general imports.


Valuation.  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f.  Declared values.


Commodity groups.  1900-1938 estimates by the Statistical Office of the United Nations; from 1950 official figures.


(a)  Unit value.  Indices for total exports and imports 1900-1936 are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1938.  For the years 1936-1948 the source is United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.  Indices for total exports and imports 1948-1960 and for manufactured goods exported are from Monthly Abstract of Statistics.

(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c)  Manufacturing production:  The index numbers for 1900-1938 are from Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations, 1945.  From 1938 on the figures are from United Nations Statistical Yearbook and monthly Bulletin of Statistics.


Direction of exports  (Table XXV).  Includes re-exports for all years except 1900.  Silver is excluded.

TABLE XIV:  ITALY

System.  Special trade.


Valuation.  Exports f.c.b., imports c.i.f., 1900-1913 official values; from 1921 declared transaction values.


Commodity groups.  1900-1951 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations;  from 1952 official figures.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value.  Indices for total exports and imports 1913.  1921-1925 are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1038.  Indices for both total and manufactured goods, "prodotti lavorati".  1925-1938 are from Annuario Statistico Italiano 1934 and 1939.  Indices for the years 1938 and 1948-1960 are from Statistica Annuale del Commercio con l'Estero and Statistica Mensile del Commercio con l'Estero.  For this latter period the indices of manufactured goods are wrighted averages of the indices of group 2, "Prodotti di prima lavorazioni o transformazione", and group 3, "Prodotti di pier complessa lavorazione o transformazione".


(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c)  Manufacturing production.  1901-1938 figures are based on OEEC Statistical Bulletins:  Industrial Statistics 1900-1957.  The 1938-1960 figures are from the United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.

TABLE XV:  JAPAN


Territory.  Japan proper without Korea and Formosa (Taiwan).  Excludes trade with Korea 1910-1938 and trade with Formosa (Taiwan) 1900-1938.

System.  National exports, general imports.


Valuation.  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f.  Declared values.


Commodity groups.  1900-1938 estimates by the Statistical Office of the United Nations; from 1950 official figures.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value.  Indices for total exports and imports 1900-1928 are from Japan's Foreign Trade published by the "Oriental Economist", Tokyo 1935, and for the period 1928-1938 the series is compiles by the Yokohama Specie Bank, taken from "Japanese Foreign Trade and Economic Growth" by Kiyoshi Kojima,  Annals of the Hitotsubashi Academy, Vol. VIII, No.2, 1958; 1948, 1950-1960 figures are from the Annual Return of the Foreign Trade of Japan linked to earlier series at 1934-1936.  Indices for manufactured goods 1903-1933 are a weighted average of the indices for "Finished Manufactures" and "Semi-Manufactures" published in Japan's Foreign Trade.  The export index for manufactured goods 1934-1938 is compiles by the Statistical Office of the United Nations with 1928 weights, corrected for coverage and with inclusion of rayon and articles of rayon which had only minor importance in 1928.  Export and import indices 1950-1960 are derived from quantum indices of SITC sections 5-8 published in Japanese Economic Statistics, and linked to the earlier series at 1934; index figures for imports 1934-1936 are estimated by help of the trend of the index for total imports.


(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c)  Manufacturing production.  1905-1937 from Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations 1945, and 1937-1960 from Japanese Economic Statistics.


Direction of Exports.  (Table XXIV).  General exports except for 1900.  Excludes trade with Formosa (Taiwan) and with Korea for all years (except for the year 1900 in the case of Korea), but includes the trade of Formosa (Taiwan) and Korea with the rest of the world.  Silver is excluded prior to 1938.

TABLE XVI:  NETHERLANDS

System. Special trade.  1900-1913 a large amount of transit trade, particularly of duty free goods, included in practice, although excluded in principle, and the figures for this period are therefore not. comparable with the figures for later years.

Valuation.  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f. 1900-1913 mostly official values fixed for the whole period; from 1921 declared transaction values.


Commodity groups.  1900-1950 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations; from 1951 official figures.  Parcel post-:and diamonds excluded from all figures 1900-1932, from 1933 included in manufactured goods.


Index numbers:


(a) Unit value.  Indices for total exports and imports 1921-1938 from Statistische en Econometrische Onderzoekingen, second quarter 1951, and 1938-1960 from Maandschrift van het Centraal Bureau Voor de Statistiek.  The index for manufactured goods exported, available beginning 1950, is based on SITC 5-8 and is compiles, but not published, by the Netherlands Central Bureau of Statistics.


(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c) Manufacturing production.  1913-1938 from Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations 1945:  1938-1960 from United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.


Direction of exports (Table XXV).  Silver is excluded from 1928 and 1935 figures.

TABLE XVII: NEW ZEALAND


System.  General exports 1900-1954; from 1955- national exports.  General imports for all years.


Valuation.  Exports f.o.b. based on actual or theoretical values calculated from prices prevailing at the time of export.  Imports recorded at domestic values in the country of export plus 10 per cent.


Commodity groups.  1900-1948 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations; from 1950 official figures.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value.  Indices 1913, 1921-1930 are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1938. Indices covering the years 1930-1960 are from United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.


(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c) Manufacturing production. The figures for the period 1900-1937 are based on Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations 1945.  The 1937-1958 figures are from the United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.

TABLE XVIII: NORWAY


System.  1900-1938 general trade; from 1948 to 1958 special trade. Beginning 1959 general trade.


Valuation.  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f.  Official values for exports prior to 1922 and for imports prior to 1932.  Declared values for exports 1922 and for imports from 1932.


Commodity groups.  1900-1950 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations; from 1951 official figures.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value.  Both export and import indices for the years 1913-1930 are taken from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1938.  For the years 1930-1960 the sources are United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.


(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c) Manufacturing production.  The index numbers 1901-1909 are based on OEEC Statistical Bulletins:  Industrial Statistics 1900-1959, and for the years 1909-1938 on Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations, 1945.  The index numbers 1938-1960 are found in United Nations. Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.


Direction of exports.  (Table.XXV).  1900 domestic exports.

TABLE XIX:  SOUTH AFRICA


Territory.  Includes the territory of South West Africa from 1955 onwards and consequently from that year trade with that territory is excluded.  Figures prior to 1948 exclude trade with South West Africa and with Northern Rhodesia.


System - National exports, general imports.


Valuation - Exports and imports f.o.b.  Declared values with theoretical transaction values for goods shipped on consignment.


Commodity groups - Estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations from 1908-1956.  From 1957 on official figures.  Raw diamonds are included in manufactured goods.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value - Both export and import indices for years 1913-1930 are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1938.  The years 1930-1960 are taken from United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.

(b)  Quantum - Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.  Direction of exports (Table XXV).  Includes re-exports.  Figures for 1900 refer to the Cape Colony only and include exports of gold.  Trade with South West Africa is excluded for all years.

TABLE XX:  SWEDEN

System.  Special trade up to 1958.  Beginning 1959 general trade.


Valuation.  Exports f.c.b., imports c.i.f. 1900-1913 official values; from 1921 declared values.


Commodity groups.  1900-1948 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations; from 1950 official figures.


Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value.  Figures for both exports and imports 1913-1930 are from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1938.  For 1930-1960 the sources are United Nations Yearbook of International Trade Statistics.  The export indices of manufactured goods 1938-1950 are weighted averages of four group indices taken from the annual publication Konjunkturlaget.  Beginning 1950 the figures are based on SITC sections 5-8 and compiled, but not published, by "Konjunkturinstitutet".


(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c)  Manufacturing production.  From 1900-1929 the source is Industrialization and Foreign Trade, League of Nations, 1945 and from 1929 onwards the figures are based on United Nations Statistical Yearbook and OECD Statistical Bulletins, General Statistics.

TABLE XXI:  SWITZERLAND


System.  Special trade.


Valuation.  Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f.  Declared values of exports in all years.  Mostly official values of imports 1900-1913; declared values from 1921.


Commodity groups.  1900-1950 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations; from 1951 official figures. Index numbers:


(a)  Unit value.  Indices for total exports and imports 1913, 1921-1937 from League of Nations Review of World Trade 1930 and 1938;  indices 1937-1938 are from Statistisches Jahrbuch für das Deutsche Reich 1941/42;  1938, 1948 and 1949 (linking year) indices are from Annuaire Statistique de la Suisse 1953 and 1949-1959 from Supplément de "La Vie Economique".  Index of manufactured goods 1938-1959 is the index "Produits fabriqués" published in the same sources as the total indices.

(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.

Direction of exports  (Table XXV).  Gold included from 1948.
TABLE XXII:  UNITED KINGDOM

Territory.  Includes Ireland up to April 1923; thus trade with Ireland is excluded up to that date.

System.  National exports and retained imports.  Retained imports equal general imports minus re-exports.  Re-exports are shown separately.

Valuation. Exports f.o.b., imports c.i.f.  Declared values.

Commodity groups  1900-1948 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations; from 1950 official figures.  Postal packages are included in manufactured goods except from 1950 on in the case of imports.  Re-exports of manufactured goods 1900-1956 are estimated by the Statistical Office; the figures for 1957-1960 are taken from OEEC Statistical Bulletins, Foreign Trade, Series B.
Index numbers:

(a)  Unit value.  All unit value indices for 1900-1924 are taken from Entwicklung and Strukturwandlungen des Englischen Aussenhandels von 1700 zur Gegenwart by Werner Schlote, Jena 1938.  The indices of manufactured goods are a weighted average of the indices of "finished manufactures" and "raw materials and semi-manufactures".  The total indices for 1924-1960 result from a linking of various series published in the Board of Trade Journal.  The indices of manufactured goods 1924-1950 are the indices of "articles wholly manufactured".  For the years 1948 and 1950 they are derived from the quantum and value indices; beginning 1950 they are based on SITC sections 5-8.  All export indices refer to national exports.  The import indices 1900-1924 refer to general imports and 1924-1950 to retained imports.  The total import index refers to retained imports 1950-1955 and general imports 1955-60.  The index of manufactured goods imported refers to general imports 1950-1960.


(b) Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c) Manufacturing production:. 1900-1901, 1924-1938 from Industriali​zation and Foreign Trade, League of Nations, 1945; 1901-1924 from OEEC Statistical Bulletins:  Industrial Statistics 1900-1957; 1938-1960 from United Nations Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.


Direction of exports (Table XXIV).  Silver bullion is excluded prior to 1938.

TABLE XXIII:  UNITED STATES


Territory.  Excludes Hawaii and Puerto Rico prior to 1901 and the Virgin Islands prior to 1935.


System.  National exports.  General imports 1900-1934; from-1935 imports for home consumption.  Silver is included as a general export from 1933 and as a general import for all years.


Year.  1900-1913 year ending 30 June.  Calendar year from 1921.


Valuation.  F.o.b. for both exports and imports.  Declared values.


Commodity groups.  1900-1948 estimates of the Statistical Office of the United Nations; from 1950 official figures.


Index-numbers:


(a)  Unit value.  The export indices for 1900-1913 were computed by the National Bureau of Economic Research and although still unpublished, they were with generous co-operation made available for this project.  The data for the years 1913-1959 are from current issues of Statistical Abstract.  Indices for manufactured goods are for the whole period weighted averages of the indices for "semi-manufactured" and "finished manufactured" goods taken from Statistical Abstract except in the case of exports 1956-1960 where they are based on SITC sections 5-8 and compiled, but not published, by the United States Department of Commerce.


(b)  Quantum.  Obtained by dividing value indices by unit value indices.


(c)  Manufacturing production.  The sources are OEEC Statistical Bulletins:  Industrial Statistics 1900-1959- and United Nations Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.


Direction of exports  (Table XXIV).  General exports 1900, 1913, 1928 and 1935.  Beginning in 1938 special imports.
 Silver is excluded for all years.

TABLE XXIV:  WORLD EXPORTS BY PROVENANCE AND DESTINATION,

TABLE XXV:  DIRECTION OF EXPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES

1900, 1913, 1928, 1935, 1938, 1948, 1953 and 1959


The regions listed in these tables are based on economic and geographical concepts as they were used during the greater part of the 1950's.  The countries contained in each region are listed in Annex II.  The aggregates are mostly based on official export figures converted into current United States dollars.  Where official figures were not available, estimates, based on imports reported by partner countries and on other subsidiary data were used.  Besides national publications, the main sources have been the following:


Year
Publications

1900
Statistical Abstract of Foreign Countries, Department of Commerce and Labor, Washington. 1909.


1913
Memorandum on Balance of Payments and Foreign Trade Balances 1910-1923, Volume II, League of Nations, 1924.

1928 and 1935
The Network of World Trade, League of Nations, 1942.


The matrices for 1938, 1948, 1953 and 1959 are essentially the same as those published in the United Nations Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, June 1960
, which are primarily based on material published in the yearly editions of Direction of International Trade issued by the United Nations, the International Monetary Fund and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development.  1960 figures have not been included since the matrices for 1960 and later years, which have been published by the Statistical Office of the United Nations, differ from earlier matrices with respect to regions of origin and destination.  (See, for example, Yearbook of International Trade Statistics 1960, Table B.)


The totals in Table XXIV differ from those shown in Table I (summary table for world exports) and Tables II-XXIII (the historical development of trade of individual countries) because of the inclusion of gold or exclusion of silver for some countries, the inclusion of re-exports of some "general" trade countries and differences in geographical concepts.  For example, the trade of Newfoundland has here been added to the trade of Canada for all years prior to 1950.  For major discrepancies, see explanatory notes to Tables II-XXIII.

ANNEX II
list of countries by regions as included 

in tables XXIV and XXV

NORTH AMERICA



United States

Canada

Newfoundland
LATIN AMERICA

Dollar Area

Bolivia

Columbia

Costa Rica

Cuba

Dominican Republic


Ecuador





El Salvador




Guatemala




Haiti




Honduras

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

Venezuela

Virgin Islands



Non-dollar Area



Argentina



Brazil



Chile



Paraguay



Peru



Uruguay


CONTINENTAL WESTERN EUROPE

Austria


Belgium-Luxembourg


Denmark


France


Germany (beginning 1948 data for the Federal Republic)

Greece

Italy

Netherlands

Norway

Portugal

Sweden

Switzerland

Turkey
OVERSEAS ASSOCIATES OF CONTINENTAL 
WESTERN EUROPE

Algeria


Comoro Islands


Former French Equatorial Africa, including:



Cameroons


Gabon



Congo



Oubangui


Tchad


Former French West Africa, including:



Dahomey



Guinea



Ivory Coast



Mauritania



Niger



Senegal



Mali



Togo land



Upper Volta

French Guiana

French Oceania (Polynesia)

French Somaliland

Guadeloupe

Madagascar


Martinique

New Caledonia

Reunion

St. Pierre and Miquelon

Belgian Congo

Faeroe Islands

Greenland

Netherlands Antilles (Curacao)

Netherlands New Guinea

Surinam

Angola


Cape Verde Islands


Macau


Mozambique


Portuguese Guinea


Portuguese India


Portuguese Timor


Săo Tomé and Principe


Morocco


Tunisia

FINLAND, SPAIN AND YUGOSLAVIA
EASTERN EUROPE

USSR


Other


Albania


Bulgaria


Czechoslovakia


Estonia


Germany, East (from 1948)


Hungary


Latvia


Lithuania


Poland


Rumania

STERLING AREA


United Kingdom

Iceland and Ireland

Australia, New Zealand

Union of South Africa and

Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland

Burma, Ceylon, India and Pakistan

Middle East

Aden




Bahrein



Cyprus




Gibraltar



Iraq



Jordan



Kuwait



Libya



Malta and Gozo



Muskat



Oman



Qatar

Yemen

Other Sterling

West Indies


Bahamas


Barbados

Jamaica

Trinidad and Tobago


Leeward Islands


Windward Islands

South and Central America

British Guiana

British Honduras


East Africa

Kenya-Uganda

Tanganyika

Zanzibar


West Africa


Gambia


Ghana

Nigeria

Sierra Leone


(British Cameroons)
STERLING AREA (cont.)


Asia

Brunei 

Hong Kong

Malaya


North Borneo

Sarawak


Singapore


Other

Bermuda

British Solomon Islands

Channel Islands


Falkland Islands

Fiji Islands 

Gilbert-Ellice Islands

Mauritius Islands

Nauru

New Guinea (Australia)

Papua

Pitcairn Island

Seychelles

St. Helena

Tonga Islands

Tristan da Cunha

Western Samoa (New Zealand)

OTHER MIDDLE EAST

Egypt

Eritrea

Ethiopia


Iran

Israel

Lebanon

Saudi Arabia

Somalia

Sudan


Syria

MAINLAND CHINA, also including People's Republics of:


Korea

North Viet Nam

Outer Mongolia


Manchuria

OTHER FAR EAST


Japan


Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos and Viet Nam



Other



Afganistan



China (Taiwan)


Korea (Republic of)



Philippines




Ryukyu Islands


Thailand
� Standard International Trade Classification, United Nations Statistical Papers, Series M, No. 10.  Beginning 1961 a revision, the SITC Revised, replaced the original SITC.  The changes will, however, have no significant consequences for the comparability of large commodity classes as presented in this publication.





� The Network of World Trade gives detailed matrices of world exports and imports for 1928, 1935 and 1938.  Industrialization and Foreign Trade shows the development of world trade, especially for manufactured goods [defined as Class IV - finished manufactures - according to the International (Brussels) Classification of 1913] and manufacturing production, both for the world and for individual countries.  The estimates of manufactured goods and the methods used to deflate the world values by using unit values for one country only, the United Kingdom, were somewhat crude; the author himself, the late Mr. Folke Hilgerdt, was anxious to have them revised.


 


� National income at constant prices might have been a better indicator of general economic activity, but historical data in this field exist for only a few countries.





� Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium-Luxembourg, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and United States.





� No data are shown for the period of the two world wars and the years immediately following due to the abnormal conditions then prevailing.  The precedent set in earlier publications by the Statistical Office of the United Nations not to publish data for 1949 because of the difficulties in establishing average exchange rates (as a result of devaluation of most major currencies outside the dollar area) has been followed here.





� Due to the great importance of re-exports from the United Kingdom, retained imports (general imports minus re-exports) are shown instead of general imports (as found in the original sources) together with national exports and re-exports.





� One exception concerns the trade between Germany and Austria in 1938 has been included in world totals, but not in the special tables for the two countries.





�  Should values be required in terms of dollars of a constant gold content for the whole period, the value data given may be converted into "new" dollars for which the gold content was fixed 31 January 1934 and is currently in force ($35 per ounce) by means of the following ratios of "new" to current dollars: prior to 1933, 1.6932; 1933, 1.32; 1934, 1.01.





� See also "General Statements" in the introduction.





� The coverage of the primary product index is 55 per cent for 1903 and 60 per cent for 1907.


� The coverage of the index of total exports is 60 per cent in 1903 and 65 per cent in 1907.


� Because of the multiple exchange rate system, the dollar figures for 1948, 1950-1954 were difficult to obtain.  The dollar figures for 1948 and 1950 for total exports and imports are those in the International Monetary Fund's Balance of Payments Yearbook, and beginning 1951 they are compiled by Dirección General de Estadistica y Censos de la Nacion.	 (The figures for 1948 have been revised according to Direction of International Trade 1948 and 1956=1959.)  The dollar values of "manufactured goods" and "other goods" were obtained by distributing. proportionally the dollar value for total exports and imports among the two commodity groups as based on compilation from national data in national currency.  These dollar figures must, therefore, be regarded as rather rough estimates.  Beginning 1955 all dollar figures including those for the commodity groups, are official.





� Prior to 1947, the official import figures include 10 per cent for freight which has here been subtracted.  The official import figures for 1931-1938 were reported in British £ Sterling and the commodity groups which were compiled accordingly have been converted to Australian £ by distributing proportionately among them the value of total imports, also reported in Australian £ in the official publications.





� The unit value and quantum indices are not interdependent.  Due to variations in commodity composition between the base year and several other years, in addition to the lack of homogeneity in some of the commodities, the indices do probably not reflect the factual price and quantum developments.


� The unit value and quantum indices are not interdependent.


� Harry D. White in The French International Accounts 1880-1913, 1933, has compiled indices for this period for total exports and imports.  These index series are, however, not usable as trade deflators since they are based on French wholesale prices and manufactured goods are not adequately represented.


� The value figures for 1921 and 1922 have been estimated in the following way:  SITC values of total exports and imports and of manufactured goods and other goods have been compiled from information on values at 1913 unit values given in Der Auswärtige Handel in den Jahren 1920, 1921, 1922, Statistik des Deutschen Reiches, Band 310I, and have been converted into gold marks by distributing proportionally among manufactured goods and other goods values of total exports and imports in gold marks and adjusted to SITC totals published in Memorandum on International Trade and Balances of Payments 1912-1926, Volume II, League of Nations 1928.  IExports for 1921 were estimated on figures published for May-December only.)  The values in gold marks were converted into United States dollars by applying the gold parity rates between dollar and mark.  The dollar figures for the years 1921-1922 are probably less accurate than for other years.


� An index for total exports covering this period is given in F. Soltau:  "Statistische Untersuchungen über die Entwicklungen des Aussenhandels", Vierteljahrshefte Zur Konjunkturforschung, Ergänzungsheft, Berlin 1926.  Since the result of the compiled index of exports of manufactured goods did not agree too well with Soltau's index of total exports, an independent index of total exports was also compiles.


� The Netherlands indices of "industriele producten" contain processed food and have therefore not been used.


� Beginning 1952 official figures for c.i.f. transaction values have been published, but the figures analyzed according to SITC are still based on current domestic values in the exporting country;  thus these latter figures have been used here with an addition of 10 per cent.





� Although the official figures for total exports and imports for recent years have often been slightly revised by the United States Bureau of the Consus, the original figures have been kept in order to have correspondence between the total figures and the figures for trade-by-commodity groups.





� A major discrepancy between 1938 figures published in the June 1960 issue of the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and those in Table XXIV appears in the case of Japan and Far East Asia (other) since the Monthly Bulletin figures include trade among Japan, Korea and Formosa (Taiwan) whereas in Table XXIV, Korea and Formosa (Taiwan) have been regarded as not belonging to the Japanese customs area.





� The regions are based on economic and geographical concepts as they were used during the greater part of the 1950's.  A country- or territory here listed is included provided it existed as a separate customs area in the year to which the figures refer.  In most cases, the names applied to countries or territories are those used at the most recent year of inclusion; consequently,  changes in name or status of countries or territories which took place after 1959 have usually not been taken into account.





