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Objectives

• To present the 2014 (second) round of the “Survey on 

Country Practices in the Compilation of External Trade 

Indices”

• To receive feedback on the questionnaire



Background

• At its 29th session in 1997, the Statistical Commission 
decided that collecting information on national practices 
about trade indices was a priority

• In response, UNSD collected information from member 
states and validated them in the next few years

• The results were published in a technical report entitled 
"National Practices in the Compilation and Dissemination of 
External Trade Index Numbers” in 2005

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/tradekb/Knowledgebase/National-Practices-in-Compilation-and-Dissemination-of-External-
Trade-Index-Numbers





Objective of the second round

• Update available knowledge with information on the current 

national practices

• Identify current issues, needs faced by NSSs in the 

compilation of trade indices

• Views of the NSSs on the future perspectives.



Who are the respondents

• Questionnaire will be sent to whichever national agency is 

responsible for compiling Intl Merchandise Trade Statistics

• Responding agency is strongly encouraged to consult with 

other parts of the NSS if they are involved



Overview of the Questionnaire

• Online questionnaire using Survey Monkey

• 39 questions in total including contact information questions

• 34 substantive questions

• Depending on national practice, a respondent will have to 
answer between 12 (if no trade indices) to 26 questions

• Mix of structured (check-box) and unstructured (text-box) 
questions



Structure of the Questionnaire

Compile trade indices?

Yes No

What are the reasons?
Customs? Survey? Both?

Frequency?

Timeliness?

Method? Seasonal adjustment?

Base? Issues?



Overview of the Questionnaire

• General questions:

�Main uses of trade indices

�Main users of trade indices

�Coordination

�Dissemination

�Quality reporting framework

� Software used

�Analytic product

�Needs



Substantive question: No Indices



Substantive question: Frequency



Substantive question: Timeliness



Substantive question: Method



Substantive question: Base year



Substantive question: Seasonality



Substantive question: Survey



Substantive question: Customs



Substantive question: Uses



Substantive question: Users



Substantive question: TA needs



Substantive questions

• Questions on future developments:

�Do you see any developments that could influence the 
calculation of trade indices in your country?

�Do you think micro-data linking of trade and business 
statistics will become relevant for the calculation of 
external trade indices?

�Do you expect any changes regarding the calculation of 
trade indices in your country?



Discussion points

• Is the questionnaire adequately designed to achieve 

its purpose?

• Should we broaden/modify the scope of the 

survey?

• Should we rather make it more focused?

• Do we need to include more questions?

• Do we need to exclude any question?

• Are the categories/potential responses adequate?

• Other ideas?



Thank you

Questions are welcome


