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“Internal” and “external” quality reports

» There is a working group “Assessment of quality in
statistics” managed by Eurostat, a lot of documents being
publicly available on Internet (public Circa);

» Of which a working document on “Quality assessment of
administrative _data for statistical purposes” (2003, 6
meeting);

» Of which a “Standard report” declining the content of 7
components of quality (- completeness, + cost and
burden) (2003, 61" meeting);

» The synthesis of the EU members “Quality questionnaire”
on “International Trade Statistics” is also public.
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Internal : from ‘customs data’ to ‘IMT Statistics’

General recommendations Suggestions for IMTS
clarity international legal context, trade system,
methods, valuation (collected / estimated)
administrative concepts |regimes, procedures, partner country
coverage customs vs. statistical territory, thresholds
reference time entry/leaving of goods or tax declaration
data freshness policy of revisions and dissemination
errors in the data techniques of correction, accuracy estimates
completeness specific lists of IMTS, estimates of missing data
record matching ability  [SBS, tax data, go and return for processing
confidentiality rules, military use, delay for raising confidentiality
compatibility file formats |detailed / aggregated, seasonal adjustments
comparability in time new events, estimates, policies
envisaged uses for taxation (adm) or NA, BoP (stat)
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The European quality report: accuracy

» Thresholds: Intrastat / Extrastat, exemption / simplification,
statistical + invoice values / invoice value;

» Non-response: estimates of missing data;

» Statistical value: ratio statistical / invoice, corrections of
statistical;

» Revisions: first/last, detailed/aggregated, Intrastat/Extrastat

» Confidentiality: impact, rules (including delay for raising)
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The European quality report: accessibility

E3 Microsoft Furel - Quality questionnaine FRI007.xls
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Table 17 : Dissemination of international trade statistics
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The European quality report: comparability

In intra-EU flows:

»reported arrivals vs. mirror arrivals (from
dispatches reported by other EU countries), by
countries;

yreported dispatches vs. mirror dispatches (from
arrivals reported by other EU countries), by
countries.
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What UN could add: relevance (1)

2 Microsoft Excel - UH OQuality questionnaire
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Retevance of national statistics on Intemational Merchandise Trade Statistics it here to be assessed in respect with
i i by i Trade Saatistics: Concepts and Definftions, Rev.3
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4 Chapter I: coverage and recording. main recommendations Yas /Mo
& | Are custome clearances the main source of your I | Merch Trade it
B | Do you use also erterprise sdministratve declarstions?
T | Do you use also erterprice ststisticsl sureys?
Precise in case of
o oF sunveys
9
10 Chapter Il: trade system, main recommendations Yes [ Ho

11 Do you use the general rade system?
12| If Mo, do you use the special rade system?
13| The relaxed special trade system (shot uodated definition by IMTS, Rev. 317
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] special rade
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What UN could add: relevance (2)
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24 Chapter IV: valuation, main recommendations Yes Mo
25| Do you vabuate the detailed oup o
26 | Do you valuate thie detailid smpons G
27 | Doyou valuate the detalled impons Fob?
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41| Forimports, do you record the courry of orige?
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What UN could add: coherence & completeness (1
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What UN could add: coherence & completeness (2)

E2 Microsll Excel - UH Qualily guestionnaire 200
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a8 Table 13: Goods to be excluded from the detailed International merchandise trade statistics
40
Headings detailed IMTS | Balance of
41 Payments Accounts
42 Monelery gold Excluded Id Id
tssued banknoles and secunbes, end coins noln crculabon (Excluded Id Id
43
<4 Gaads temporanly admited or dispatchad Extludad ] Id
45 Goods in transl Excludad 3] Il
4B Gaods consigned to and rom lemtonal encleves Excluded 5] Il
47 [Monhnencial assels Excluded i
48 |Perl ol rade in serces Some included eCl. In sery.
49 Fish caught by netional vessels and landed ebroad Excluded
1 80| [Acquired and refinquished within the comp. country by non- _|Excluded 1
51 under operational lease Excludad i I
52 Lost or dest. batween "aport” and “import” (ewcl, from imp) [Exicludad i i
52 Empty bottles to be rofilled Excluded 1d Id
54 Wasta and scrap without positive vales Excludend Id Id
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28 ot IMTS on international trade of goods
58 - A
B0 -~
61 Completeness of various
B2 an internananal rade of gands
62 -
WA v W T { Acor y £ G ity s & cohwrence /4] [ O

Dessn+ by (4 | Foomes stomatioues = . w [ O | 4i§| . f-A-=

Frét

ERg.




What UN could add: coherence & completeness (3)

B3 Microsoft Excel - UN Quality guestionnaire 2007.xls
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Table 14: Goods to be excluded from the detailed international merchandlise trade statistics but recorded

64 separately for the purpose of National Accounts and Balance of Payments
65

Headings detailed IMTS Balance of [National
66 Payments Accounts

Mobile equipment that changes ownership abroad Mo Id Id
67 (except Airbus)
68 Fish catch sold from national vessels abroad No Id Id
69 Bunkers, stores, ballast and dunnage abroad MNo Estimated Other source
70 Goods purchased by internat. org. located on the ec. territory |No Id Id

Goods for repair Yes + other source like Balance
71
T2 llegal trade Mo Id Id
73 Lost or dest. between "export” and "import" MNo Id Id
74
75 Optional comment: —
76 completenass coherence of various statistics
T of IMTS on international trade of goods
78
73
&0 Completeness of various statistics
81 oninternational trade of goods
82
33
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Conclusion

» Some issues to add to chapter I:. thresholds, non-
response, coherence or divergence of concepts in IMTS,
Rev.3, BPM6, SNA 1993 Rev.1;

» Recommendation of a structured internal quality report
between the customs office and the National Statistical
Institute (when this latter compiles IMTS);

» Recommendation of a structured external quality report
for users in general (available on a website);

» Adaptation of UN surveys to this framework and to what
is already available in Eurostat (and OECD).
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