Opening Remarks by the Chair of the 41st Session
of the United Nations Statistical Commission

Mr. Ali bin Mahboob Al-Raisi, Director General of Social Statistics &
Director General of Census Administration of Oman

Mr. Sha Zukang, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs,
Mr. Paul Cheung, Director of the UN Statistics Division,

Distinguished members of the Statistical Commission

Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to address you today in my new capacity as the Chairperson
of the UN Statistical Commission. I am most proud of the trust and confidence
bestowed upon me. I thank you for your support. I am looking forward to working
with the members of the Bureau, and with your guidance and support, we hope to
further enhance the functioning of the Commission.

As you know, since its inception in 1947, the UN Statistical Commission has
contributed in significant ways to the development of the Global Statistical System,
thanks to member states, National Statistical Offices, our colleagues at the UN
Statistics Division (UNSD), the Regional Commissions, and other international
agencies.

As can be imagined, without the sustained hard work and guidance of the
Commission, the Global statistical system, particularly in developing countries, would
not have reached its current stage of growth and maturity. A big thank you is in order.

Notwithstanding the major contributions by the United Nations Statistics Division
and other international agencies, as well as the generous contributions and support of
the Developed countries, developing countries are still facing major difficulties and
limitations that require continued attention by the Global Statistical System and the
donor community.

Asian countries, including Arab countries, enjoy different levels of social and
economic development, including statistical capacities. Not unique to Asia, the
development of National Statistical Organizations (NSOs) that are viable and self-
sustained, remains a real challenge to overcome, particularly in the developing
countries. The challenge extends to the development of integrated information
systems, total quality and improvement systems, and alternative approaches to data
collection methods.

Challenges facing national statistical organizations are exacerbated with ever
increasing demands for a much wider scope of quality and timely statistics covering
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global, regional and national emerging issues. Critical issues remain, inter alia, inter-
agency and ministerial coordination, limitations in qualified staff numbers, staff
turnover to private sector, budgetary constraints, access to emerging technologies,
engendering knowledge, capacity to provide timely disaster and recovery statistics,
data analysis, dissemination and utilization, improving administrative records,
technical cooperation among Asian countries, and strong political support; these
issues require urgent global, regional and national attention. You might agree with my
view that development and promotion of statistical systems, standards and
frameworks do not alone lead to viable and sustained national statistical systems
around the developing world. Sustained efforts by the countries themselves, support
by international agencies, and technical cooperation between countries remain much
needed to contribute to the development of national statistical organizations.

Population censuses currently underway or planned for implementation provide a
unique opportunity for developing viable and strong national statistical organizations
and systems. They also provides the opportunity to initiate or improve population
registers, standards and methods. Security issues in some countries put impediments
for effective implementation of the census and much doubt on its outcome.

Serious efforts were made by the Arab Gulf Cooperation Council (AGCC) and are
directed toward conducting harmonized censuses in 2010 in the Gulf countries. This
initiative will hopefully lead to technical cooperation and transfer of knowledge
among these countries and beyond. I understand other regions are cooperating in a
similar fashion, and this regional approach is strongly supported by UNSD. I firmly
believe that this regional cooperation helps to advance the development of
comparable high quality statistics at the regional level.

In the Sultanate of Oman, the future of population and population-related statistics
are based on the census being the bench mark, followed by the inter-census household
survey programme and coupled with serious efforts for improving civil
registration/Vital statistics system and other administrative records for a viable and
comprehensive “Population Register”. New advancements and a “Total Quality and
Improvements-NQAI” approach is introduced. Relationship with wider scope of data
users being Government, NGOs, Private sector and Academia, is based on the
principle of “Rights holders” being serviced by “Duty bearers”.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before the Commission at this 41* session are issues requiring our full attention,
cooperation and coordination. This covers, but is not limited to, national quality
assurance frameworks, trade, agricultural and environment statistics, national
accounts, the use of geographic information systems, and of course, the proposed
World Statistics Day. All these issues will require our full attention.

I look forward to your support in the coming few days.
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