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ADDRESS    
    School of International & Public Affairs 
                                                     IAB 1315, Columbia University 
                                                     420 West 118th St. NYC, NY   10027 
                                                     212-854-1746 
     kp2058@columbia.edu 
 
EDUCATION 
 

B.A.   1958, Southern Methodist University 
(History and Government) 

M.A.   1959, Washington University (Political Science) 
1960, Harvard Divinity School (one year, as Danforth Fellow, no degree) 

Ph.D.   1963, Stanford University (Political Science) 
 
 
PRIMARY PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS 
 
         2004-2006                     Chairman, Dept. of International & Public Affairs, Columbia U.  
             2002-                             Carnegie Professor of Public Affairs, Columbia University 
             2001-2002          Dean, Graduate Faculty, New School University 

1998-2001  Director, United States Bureau of the Census 
1995-1998  President, Social Science Research Council 
1985-1995  Senior Vice President, The Rockefeller Foundation 
1979-1985  President, Social Science Research Council 
1976-1979  Director, National Opinion Research Center 
1975-1976  Chairman, Department of Political Science 

The University of Chicago 
1965-1982  Assistant, Associate, Full Professor, Department of Political Science 

The University of Chicago 
 1963-1964  Assistant Professor, Washington University 
 
SECONDARY POSITIONS 
 

1979-1983  Adjunct Professor, Department of Political Science 
Columbia University 

1974   Rockefeller Foundation Consultant to the 
Mae Klong Integrated Rural Development Project 
Kasetsart University, Bangkok, Thailand 

1970-1973  Rockefeller Foundation Visiting Research Fellow 
University of Nairobi, Kenya 



Kenneth Prewitt 
 

2

1964-1969  Associate Director, "Comparative Studies of 
Legislative Behavior in Small Decision-Making Groups" 
Stanford Institute of Political Research 

1965-1966  Visiting Lecturer, University of East Africa- Makerere, Uganda 
1964-1965  Visiting Assistant Professor, Stanford University 
 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL HONORS 
 
             Honorary Doctor of Public Policy, Carnegie Mellon University 

Distinguished Service Award, New School for Social Research 
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters, Southern Methodist University 
Fellow and Vice President, American Academy of Arts and Sciences 

             Fellow, The American Academy of Political and Social Science 
Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science 
Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences 
Guggenheim Fellowship 
Fellow, The Hastings Center 
The Officer’s Cross of the Order of Merit, Federal Republic of Germany 
Fellow,  The Russell-Sage Foundation 
Charles E. Merriam Lifetime Career Award, American Political Science Association 

 
 
BOARD MEMBERSHIPS  (Prior & Current) 
 

African Economic Research Consortium, Nairobi, Kenya (Founding Chair) 
American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C. (Vice President) 
American Academy of Political and Social Sciences 
Board of Scientific Counselors, National Center for Health Statistics (US-HHS) 
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Palo Alto, California 
Center for Global Development (Executive Committee) 
Children's Village, Dobbs Ferry, New York (President) 
The Energy Foundation, San Francisco, California (Chairman) 
German-American Academic Council, Bonn, Germany (Vice-Chairman) 
International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology, Nairobi, Kenya (Chairman) 
LEAD, Inc. (Leadership for Education and Development) 
NORC, University of Chicago 
Rockefeller Archive Center, Governing Council 
Social Science Research Council 
Society for the Study of Social Biology 
State of the USA (founding President, Board Vice-Chair) 
Southern Methodist University 
Washington University 
 

 
CURRENT PROFESSIONAL COMMITTEES 
 
 
 Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (Committee on Trans-Atlantic Programs) 

American Anthropological Association (Understanding Race & Human Variation) 
American Political Science Association (Committee on Interdisciplinarity) 

 Foundation Center – Research Advisory Board 
Latino National Survey (Advisory Committee) 
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Princeton University (Center for Arts & Cultural Policy Studies) 
Key National Indicator Initiative (Steering Committee) 
Russell-Sage Foundation Working Group on Terrorism (chairman) 
Social Science Research Council (Committee on Katrina) 
Urban Institute, Diversity Data & Research Working Group 
             
 

 
PRIOR ADVISORY COMMITTEES/COUNCILS (Selected) 
 

American Association of University Professors 
   Commission on Academic Freedom 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
   Vice-President; Council Member; Committee on Studies 
American Political Science Association 
   Vice-President; Committee on Investments 
American Association for the Advancement of Science 
    Section K – Chair (2005-7) 
Association of American Universities 
    Assessing Quality of University Education and Research 
Carnegie Initiative on the Doctorate  
   Advisory Committee 
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences 
   Committee on Special Projects (Chairman) 
Center for Global Development 
    Board & Program Committee 
Conference Board 
   Committee on Scholarly Communication with China 
Council on Foundations 
  Committee on International Grantmaking 
Foundation Center 
   Advisory Committee on International Grantmaking Report 
Harvard University, Visiting Committee to the 
     Department of Government (Chairman) 
Institute of Medicine, National Academy of Sciences 
    Committee for the Oversight of AIDS Activities  
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis  
    U.S. Advisory Committee 
MacArthur Foundation 
    Advisory Panel on International Security Program 
National Academies 
  Committee on Basic Research in the Behavioral and Social Sciences 
  Committee on International Education 
  Committee on National Statistics --  Panel on Data Access 
National Election Studies Advisory Committee  
National Science Foundation  
   Committee on International Science 
    Advisory Committee – Division of Behavioral Sciences 
National Broadcasting Corporation 
 Advisory Panel to Election News Unit 
Wissenschaftszentrum (Berlin) 
  Advisory Council 
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World Bank/UNESCO 
  Task Force on Higher Education (Vice-Chairman) 
   Various Consultancies 
United States Information Agency 
   Advisory Panel on International Educational Exchange 

 
EDITORIAL ACTIVITIES 
 

Co-editor, Public Policy Section of the  International Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Elsevier Science Limited, 2001. 
 
Series  Co-Editor, Urban Governors Series, Bobbs-Merrill, 1970-1975 
 

National Opinion Research Center's Social 
Science Research Series, Jossey-Bass, 1978-1980 
 

Editorial American Political Science Review, 1976-82 
Boards               American Journal of Political Science, 1974-1979 

 
British Journal of Political Science, 1971-1975 

                                       Social Science Research, 1975-1998 
Evaluation Quarterly, 1977-85 
Knowledge:  Creation, Diffusion, Utilization, 1978-1988 
International Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral Sciences, 
1997-2001 (Section Editor) 
Political Behavior, 1979-1985 
Society, 1981-1998 
American Behavioral Scientist, 1982-1998 

 
 
 
WRITINGS ON THE U.S. CENSUS 
 
Books:  

 
The Hard Count: The Political and Social Challenges of Census Mobilization. New 
York, The Russell  Sage Foundation. (with D. Sunshine Hillygus, Norman Nie and Heili 
Pals) 2006. 
 
Politics and Science in Census Taking.  New York: The Russell Sage Foundation and  
Washington D.C., The Population Reference Bureau. 2003; reprinted in  R. Farley and J. 
Haaga (eds.).  The American People: Census 2000.  New York: The Russell Sage 
Foundation, 2005. 
  
Racial Counting in America: Past, Present and (?) Future.  University. of California 
Press, in preparation. 
 

Articles/Chapters:  
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            “Statistics in the National Interest”  Journal of Official Statistics, Vol. 22, No. 4, 2006. 
 
“Racial Classification in America: Where do we go form here?”  Daedalus.  American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, Winter 2005. 
 
“A Nation Imagined, A Nation Measured:  Jefferson’s Legacy, ” in Douglas Seefeldt, 
Jeffrey Hantman, and Peter Onuf, eds., Across the Continent: Geopolitics, Science and 
Culture Conflicts in the Making of America.  Charlottesville: University of Virginia 
Press, 2005. 
 
“What if We Give a Census and No One Comes?”    SCIENCE. Vol 304, Issue 5676, 
1452-3. June 4, 2004. 
 
“The Census Counts, the Census Classifies,” in Nancy Foner and George M. Fredrickson 
(eds.),  Not Just Black and White:  Historical and Contemporary Perspectives on 
Immigration, Race, and Ethnicity in the United States.  New York:  The Russell-Sage 
Foundation, 2004. 
 
 
“Race in the 2000 Census: A Turning Point,” in Joel Perlmann & Mary Waters (eds.) 
Counting Races, Recognizing Multiracials.  New York: The  Russell-Sage Foundation, 
2003. 
 
“Walking the Fault Line,” Contexts, vol. 1, #1, Spring 2002 
 
“Democracy, Diversity, Democracy: The Census 2000 Story,” Brookings Review, Winter, 
2002. 
 
“Policy Knowledge, Census” International Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Elsevier Science Limited, 2001.  

 
“How Should a Statistical Agency Meet its Political Responsibilities,” Radical Statistics, 
#78, Autumn, 2001. (Presented to International Conference of the Royal Statistical 
Society) 
 
“Up For the Count,” The Washington Post,  March 3, 2001. 
 
“U. S. Census 2000: An Update,” SCIENCE Vol. 291, January 12, 2001. 
 
“Census 2000 and the Fuzzy Boundary Separating Politics and Science”  Bulletin of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences,  LIV, #4, Summer 2001. 
 
“Beyond Census 2000: As a Nation, We Are the World” Carnegie Reporter,  vol. 1, #3, 
Fall 2001 
 
“Census 2000: An Overview” (with Tom Jones) ICPSR Bulletin, vol. XXI, #3, Spring 
2001. 
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“Political Science for Design of a Sensible Census,” PS: Political Science & Politics, vol. 
XXXIII, #2, June 2000. 
 

            “The U. S. Decennial Census: Political Questions, Scientific Answers,” Population  and  
                                  Development Review, 26(1), March, 2000. 

 
 “Census 2000 — Science Meets Politics,” SCIENCE, Vol. 283, February 12, 1999. 

 
“The 2000 Census: Policy Debate and Underlying Issues,” Blurring Boundaries: 
Scientific Evidence in Public Debates, Science in Society Policy Report, New York 
Academy of Sciences, September, 1999. 
 

 
            In preparation: 

 
. 

 
 
 
SELECTED RECENT WRITING ON FOUNDATIONS, HIGHER EDUCATION 
 
Books 

The Legitimacy of Foundations.  (senior editor, with Mattei Dogan, Steve Heydemann,   
Stefan Toepler).  New York: Russell Sage Foundation.  2006. (French edition with Mattei 
Dogan as senior editor). 
 
 

Articles/Chapters: 
 
“Foundations,” in The NonProfit Sector, edited by Walter W. Powell and Richard     
Steinberg, Yale University Press, 2006. 
 
“Who Should Do What:  Implications for Institutional and National Leaders,” in 
Envisioning the Future of Doctoral Education:  Preparing Stewards of the Discipline, 
edited by Chris M. Golde and George E. Walker.  San Francisco:  Jossey Bass, 2006.   
 
“Political Ideas and a Political Science for Policy,”  Annals of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Sciences.  600 (July, 2005) 
 
“The Two Projects of the American Social Sciences,”  Errors: Social Research. Vol 72, 
#1, 2005. 
 
“Higher Education, Society, Government: Changing Dynamics,”  in Cheryl Doss, Robert E. 
Evenson and Nancy L. Ruther (eds), African Higher Education:  Implications for 
Development, a special issue of Journal of African Higher Education, 2004.  
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“Political Science and Its Audience.,” PS: Political Science and Politics, vol. XXXVII, 
No. 4.  October 2004.  
 
“Policy Knowledge: Foundations,” International Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Elsevier Science Limited, 2001. 

 
“Foundations as Mirrors of Public Culture,” American Behavioral Scientist, Vol. 42 No. 6, March 
1999. 

 
“The Importance of Foundations in an Open Society,” The Future of Foundations in an Open 
Society, Bertelsmann Foundation Publishers, Gutersloh, 1999. 
 
“The Foundation Mission: Purpose, Practice, Public Pressures,” Handbook on Foundations, 
Bertelsmann Foundation Publishers, Gutersloh, 1998. 
 
 

 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY, POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 
Books: 
 
                          
  Introduction to American Government.  New York:  

Harper & Row, 1974 (with S. Verba).  Second edition, 
1976.  Revised second edition, 1977.  Third edition, 
1979.  Fourth edition, 1983.  Fifth edition, 1986 (with S. 
Verba and R. Salisbury).  Sixth edition, 1991 (with S. 
Verba and R. Salisbury). 

 
Principles of American Government.  New York:  
Harper & Row, 1975 (with S. Verba).  Second edition, 
1977.  Third edition, 1980. 

 
Political Socialization.  Boston:  Little, Brown, 1969 
(with R. Dawson).  Second editions (with R. and K. 
Dawson) 1977. 

 
Introductory Research Methodology:  East African 
Applications.  Nairobi:  Institute for Development 
Studies, 1975. 

 
Elites and American Democracy.  New York:  Harper & 
Row, 1973 (with A. Stone). 
 
Labyrinths of Democracy:  Adaptations, Linkages, 
Representation, and Policies in Urban Politics.  
Indianapolis:  Bobbs-Merrill, 1973 (with H. Eulau). 
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Education and Political Values:  Essays on East Africa.  
Nairobi:  East African Publishing House, 1970. 

 
Recruitment of Political Leaders:  A Study of Citizen 
Politicians.  Indianapolis:  Bobbs-Merrill, 1970. 

 
Institutional Racism in American Society.  Englewood 
Cliffs, N.J.:  Prentice-Hall, 1969 (with L. Knowles). 
 
American Government:  Readings and Problems for 
Analysis.  New York:  Dodd, Mead, 1965 (with T.H. 
Eliot, W.N. Chambers and R. Salisbury). 
 
 

 
Chapters in Books 
 
  "America's Research Universities under Public 
  Scrutiny," in Jonathan R. Cole, Elinor G. Barber, &  

Stephen R. Graubard, eds., The Research 
University in a Time of Discontent.  Baltimore: 
The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994. 

 
"Public Statistics and Democratic Politics," in 
William Alonso and Paul Starr, eds., The Politics of 
Numbers.  New York:  Russell Sage Foundation, 1987. 

 
"Public Statistics and Democratic Politics," in Neil J. 
Smelser and Dean R. Gerstein, eds., Behavioral and 
Social Science, Fifty Years of Discovery.  Washington, 
D.C.:  National Academy Press, 1986. 

 
"Subverting Policy Premises," in Daniel Callahan and 
Bruce Jennings, eds., Ethics, The Social Sciences and 
Policy Analysis.  New York:  Plenum Press, 1983; pgs. 
293-304. 

 
"The Impact of the Developing World on U.S. Social 
Science Theory and Methodology," in Laurence D. 
Stifel, et al, eds., Social Sciences and Public Policy in 
the Developing World, 1982. 

 
"Assessing the Significance of Social Science Research." 
 Chapter 1 of Social Science Research Council, "The 
Five Year Outlook for Science and Technology:  Social 
and Behavioral Sciences."  In National Science 
Foundation, The 5-Year Outlook for Science and 
Technology.  Source materials, Volume 2.  Washington, 
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D.C.:  National Science Foundation, 1981, pages 553-
559. 

 
"Commentary on the Politics of Natural Disaster:  State 
and Local Elites," in James D. Wright and Peter H. Rossi 
eds., Social Science and Natural Hazards.  Cambridge:  
Abt Books, 1981. 

 
"Changes in the American Executive Elite:  1928 to 
1972," In Eulau and Czudnowski, eds., Elite Recruitment 
in Democratic Politics.  New York:  Halsted Press, 
1976. 

 
"Quantification, Productivity, and Groups," in Adedji 
and Hyden, eds., Developing Research on African 
Administration:  Some Methodological Issues.  Nairobi:  
East African Literature Bureau, 1975 (with D. Leonard). 

 
"Education and Social Equality in Kenya," in D. Court 
and D.P. Ghai, eds., Education, Society and 
Development:  New Perspectives from Kenya.  Nairobi:  
Oxford University Press, 1974. 

 
"University Students in East Africa:  A Case of Political 
Quietude," in W. Hanna, ed., University Students in 
Africa.  New York:  Basic Books, 1974. 

 
"Political Socialization in Three East African Countries - 
Comparative Analysis," in J. Dennis, ed., Socialization 
to Politics:  A Reader.  New York:  Wiley, 1973 (with 
D. Koff and G. Von der Muhll). 

 
"Schooling, Stratification, Equality," in M. Kirst, ed., 
The State, The School, and Politics:  Research 
Directions.  Lexington:  D.C. Heath & Co., 1972. 

 
"Political Socialization and Political Education in New 
Nations," in R. Siegel, ed., Essays on Political 
Socialization.  New York:  Random House, 1970. 

 
"Information and Politics:  Reflections on Reflections," 
in H. Sackman and N. Nie, eds., Information Utility and 
Social Choice.  Montvale, N.J." AFIPS Press, 1970. 

 
"Some Observations and Thoughts about International 
Education and the Research Enterprise," in J.B. Beckers, 
ed., An Examination of Objectives, Needs and Priorities 
in U.S. Secondary and Elementary Schools.  
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Washington, D.C.:  Office of Education, Bureau of 
Research, 1969. 

 
"Voters Look at the Election," in L. Cliffe, ed., One 
Party Democracy.  Nairobi:  East African Publishing 
House, 1967 (with G. Hyden). 

 
"Latent Partisanship in Non-partisan Elections:  Effects 
of Political Milieu and Mobilization," in M.K. Jennings 
and L.H. Ziegler, eds., The Electoral Process.  
Englewood Cliffs, N.J.:  Prentice-Hall, 1966 (with H. 
Eulau and B.H. Zisk). 

 
"America's Radical Right:  Politics and Ideology," in 
D.E. Apter, ed., Ideology and Discontent.  New York:  
Free Press of Glencoe, 1964 (with R.E. Wolfinger, B.K. 
Wolfinger and S. Rosenhack). 

 
Articles: 
  "America's Research Universities," Daedalus.  The 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Fall 1993, 
Volume 122, Number 4: 85-99. 

 
"Social Sciences and Private Philanthropy:  The Quest 
for Social Relevance," The Aspen Institute Quarterly, 
Summer 1992, Vol. 4, No. 3. 

 
"Civic Education and Scientific Illiteracy," Journal of 
Teacher Education, special issue on "Civic Education of 
the American Teacher," Vol. 34, No. 6, November-
December, 1983. 

 
"Scientific Illiteracy and Democratic Theory," Daedalus, 
112 (2), Spring 1983: 49-64. 

 
"The Public and Science Policy," Science, Technology & 
Human Values, Spring, 1982, No. 39. 

 
"Some Doubts About Political Socialization Research," 
Comparative Education Review, February, 1975. 

 
"Eco-Policy Environment and Political Processes in 76 
Cities of a Metropolitan Region," Publius, Winter, 1975 
(with H. Eulau). 

 
"Nation Versus Region in Kenya:  A Note on Political 
Learning," British Journal of Political Science, January, 
1974 (with D. Court). 
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"Methodological Notes on Quantification, Productivity 
and Groups in Administrative Research," Institute for 
Development Studies Discussion Paper #110.  Nairobi, 
1971 (with D.K. Leonard). 

 
"Cross-Tabulation of Means:  Description of Computer 
Programme 'SO4B'," Institute for Development Studies 
Discussion Paper #106.  Nairobi, 1971 (with D. 
Shepard). 

 
"Review Articles:  Election Studies of the Survey 
Research Center."  British Journal of Political Science, 
I, October, 1971 (with N. Nie). 

 
"Social Bias in Leadership Selection, Political 
Recruitment and Electoral Context," Journal of Politics, 
July, 1971 (with H. Eulau). 

 
"School Experiences and Political Socialization:  A 
Study of Tanzanian Secondary School Students," 
Comparative Political Studies, July, 1970 (with G. Von 
der Muhll and D. Court). 

 
"Political Ambitions, Volunteerism, and Electoral 
Accountability," American Political Science Review, 
LXIV, No. 1, March, 1970. 

 
"From the Many are Chosen the Few," American 
Behavioral Scientist, November, 1969. 

 
"Social Structure and Political Participation:  
Developmental Relationships--Part II.  American 
Political Science Review, June, 1969 (with N. Nie and B. 
Powell). 

 
"Political Matrix and Political Representation: 
Prolegomenon to a New Departure from an Old 
Problem," American Political Science Review, June, 
1969 (with H. Eulau). 

 
"Political Perspectives of Opinion Leaders in Uganda," 
Social Science Information.  VII, No. 3, June, 1968. 

 
"Political Efficacy," in International Encyclopedia of the 
Social Sciences.  New York:  MacMillan and Free Press, 
1968. 
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"Political Socialization and Role Orientations," Public 
Opinion Quarterly, XXX, No. 4, Winter, 1966-1967 
(with H. Eulau and B.H. Zisk). 

 
"Makerere:  Intelligence vs. Intellectuals," Transition, 
No. 27, 1966. 

 
"Political Socialization and Leadership Selection," 
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social 
Science, CCCLXI, September, 1965. 

 
"City Councilmen and the "Group Struggle':  A 
Typology of Legislators' Roles Orientations," Journal of 
Politics, XXVII, August, 1965 (with B.H. Zisk and H. 
Eulau). 

 
"Crusaders for the Right," Trans-action, No. 5, July, 
1964 (with R.E. Wolfinger, B.K. Wolfinger, and S. 
Rosenhack). 

 
 
 
 

Miscellaneous Writings: 
 

Foreword to AIDS in Africa, The Social and Policy 
Impact, (eds. N. Miller and R.C. Rockwell).  New York: 
 The Edwin Mellen Press, 1988. 

 
"Effective Social Knowledge," Proceedings of a 
Conference held in Ottawa, Canada:  Social Science 
Research in Canada - Stagnation or Regeneration?  
October, 1984. 

 
"Field Access:  A Growing Problem," editorial in 
Science, 223 (4640): 1019, March 9, 1984. 

 
Research Opportunities in China for American 
Humanists and Social Scientists.  (editor).  New York:  
Social Science Research Council, 1982. 

 
"Federal Funding for the Social Sciences:  Threats and 
Responses," (with D. Sills).  Items, 35(3):33-47, 
September, 1981. 

 
"The Council's International Program," Items, 
35(3/4):50-54, December, 1980. 
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"A Defense of NSF," Society, 17(6):15-16, September-
October, 1980. 

 
"The Social Science Research Council," Grants 
Magazine, 3(4):208-215, December, 1980. 

 
"Social Science Utilities," Society, 17(6):6-8, 
September-October, 1980. 

 
"Usefulness of the Social Sciences," Science, 
211(4483):659, February 13, 1981.  
 
“Area Studies Transformed,”  Berliner Osteuropainfo, 
#18, Spring 2002. 
 
“The Social Science Project: Then, Now and Next,”  
ITEMS: Social Science Research Council. Vol. 3, No 1-
2, Spring, 2002.   Reprinted in Rethinking Social Science 
Research on the Developing World in the 21st Century,  
NYC: Social Science Research Council, 2002. 


