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Born 1952 in New Delhi, India. Received B.A.(Hons) in Economics from St.
Stephen’s College, University of Delhi (1972); M.B.A. (1974) and M.A. in
Economics (1975) from the George Washington University, Washington D.C.;
and Ph.D. in Economics (1982) from the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore.
Specialised in Open-economy Macroeconomic Systems, International Economics
and Public Finance.

Worked as management consultant in Washington D.C. (1974-1977). Taught at
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore and Delhi School of Economics, Delhi
between 1977 and 1983. Turned to pure research in economics at the Indian
Council for Research in International Economic Relations, New Delhi (1983-
1987) and the Economic Research Unit, New Delhi (1987-1990). Worked at the
World Institute for Development Economics Research, Helsinki in 1986 and
again in 1989. Joined the Government of India as Economic Adviser,
Department of Electronics (1990-1994). Moved to the Planning Commission,
Government of India in 1994. As Adviser/Principal Adviser, Perspective Planning
and Statistics & Surveys, was principal author and coordinator of: (a) the Mid-
term Appraisal of the Eighth Five Year Plan, (b) the Ninth Five Year Plan, (c) the
Mid-term Appraisal of the Ninth Five Year Plan, (d) the Tenth Five Year Plan, and
the Mid-term Appraisal of the Tenth Five Year Plan. Appointed as the first Chief
Statistician of India, the functional and technical Head of the national statistical
system in India in 2007. Also appointed Secretary, Ministry of Statistics &
Programme Implementation, Government of India.
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