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I ntroduction

1. The Committee of Experts on Environmental-Ecoicoixtcounting (UNCEEA)
provides information on the progress of activitasried out by city groups, other
technical expert groups and organizations workirginwthe mandate of the Committee.
The present note includes activities related tontbek programme of the Committee
undertaken and planned by the London Group on Bnriental Accounting, the Oslo
Group on Energy Statistics, Eurostat, the Orgaiadbr Economic Cooperation and
Development, the Food and Agriculture Organizattbre,World Bank, the United
Nations Development Programme, the United NatiamarBnment Programme and
United Nations Regional Commissions such as the&@oac Commission for Europe,
the Economic Commission for Latin America and tlaikibean, the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, andElenomic and Social Commission
for Western Asia.

A. London Group on Environmental Accounting

2. The London Group on Environmental Accounting mdtondon, United

Kingdom from 12 to 14 November 2013. The main gddhe meeting was to make
progress on core tables and accounts and assotagatedcal notes for selected modules
of the SEEA Central Framework in support of the 8EBEplementation and future
reporting. The meeting was organized around taaaois that addressed specific areas of
environmental accounting. The topic team leadsretahe sessions and organized
presentations around outstanding issues, propasedables, and existing reference
materials. The group discussed these presentaahthe topic teams were tasked with
incorporating any relevant comments into the makéxefore forwarding the body of
work to UNSD for further work. It is expected thihe new Steering Committee on SEEA
Central Framework to be established under the eespif the UNCEEA will be
responsible for finalizing the documentation. Tledon Group stressed the importance
that work on core tables and accounts at the glelal should be coordinated with
similar work at the OECD and existing European régpg requirements under EU
regulation 691/2011 on environmental accountinge Tondon Group, as the group with
technical expertise on the subject matter, is reéadye engaged in the process of
developing the core tables and accounts as webmisibuting to the drafting and
commenting on compilation guidelines and trainirgtenals.

3. Updates were provided to the London Group on/Skiplementation
workshops, the implementation guide, SEEA Agriadfiand an overview of
environmental accounting work in countries. Of atar interest was a paper put forth
related to staff exchanges and the role of NS@arthering these learning experiences
as a way to expand the knowledge base of practitsoof environmental-economic
accounting. This is seen as a way to help fa@liEEA Implementation and will be
submitted for consideration to the Bureau of theGQBEA.

4. The London Group also considered it importardaitinue to follow and possibly
contribute to the advancement of the research agehithe SEEA Experimental



Ecosystem Accounting, in particular concerninggtaistical aspects of the agenda.
Also, the London Group expressed interest in caimigpto be kept informed of the
lessons learnt from the testing of SEEA Experimidatasystem Accounting. Some
members of the Group are actively engaged in @tentpexercise and should play an
important role in sharing experiences in this field

5. The location and date of the next meeting hayetdbeen finalized, however it is
expected that it will take place in th& duarter of 2014.

B. Oslo Group on Energy Statistics

6. Over the past year, the Oslo Group has focuseafforts on the finalization of
the Energy Statistics Compilers Manual (ESCM). sTgnoduct represents a practical
guide to support countries with the implementatbthe International

Recommendations for Energy Statistics (IRES) wkels endorsed by the Statistical
Commission in 2011. The objective of these outmite promote the collection and
dissemination of quality, comparable, complete gnelata at the international level.

7. It is recognized that energy data can be catkand used for multiple purposes.
The ESCM therefore looks at the use of energy fatafficial statistics, energy balances
and energy accounts. It recognizes that theseséata as critical inputs for other fields
of statistics, such as the national accounts anthécalculation of greenhouse gas
emissions. As such, the ESCM will be useful toS#EA-Energy. The Oslo Group is
collaborating with the London Group to ensure cehee and accuracy.

8. The third virtual meeting of the Oslo Group tqu&ce in the spring of 2013. It
consisted of a structured electronic discussiotherOslo Group web site, and was
dedicated to the review of the revised draft chaptéthe ESCM. During the meeting,
all chapters were posted for review and commemhbegnbers. These inputs were then
summarized and used in the preparation of the vexsions of the chapters.

9. The &' Meeting of the Oslo Group took place in Baku or2Z4September 2013.
Each chapter of the ESCM was presented for afaid of review and comment. It is
anticipated that the ESCM will be edited and congaldy the spring 2014.

10. With the completion of the ESCM, the Oslo @rdook some time at thd's
meeting to update its mandate in order to plartHerfuture activities of the Group.
Efforts will continue on the collection and shariofgcountry best practices. Other topics
of interest within the newly updated mandate inetuthe use of alternative energy data
sources, such as administrative data; improvedglahty and validation methods;
renewable energy, in particular, solid bio-fuelsec&onic data collection methods; and
energy prices.

11. These new topics will be the focus of tRev@eeting of the Oslo Group in Abu
Dhabi in May 2014.



C. Eurostat

12. In 2013 work focused on extending the Europgaion Regulation (law) on
environmental accounts to incorporate three newutesd updating the EU strategy for
environmental accounting, contributing to the depetent of SEEA experimental
ecosystems accounts and participating in a largaoeu of initiatives of other
organizations in the interest of coordination.

13. In 2011 the first European Union regulationeorironmental accounts
(Regulation (EU) No 691/2011) was adopted. Thisogaan Union law obliges all
Member States to compile environmental accoungsstandard form and to a standard
timetable. The first regulation included air enuss accounts broken down by ISIC 2-
digit level, environmental taxes broken down byd2Hdigit level and material flow
accounts. The first data sets under this regulatiere received in 2013.

14. The EU developed three additional modules:renmental protection
expenditure, environmental goods and services santbenergy accounts. In May 2013
the EU Commission put forward these three new nexdas a formal legal proposal. By
the end of 2013, discussions in working groupshefCouncil of the European Union and
of the European Parliament had nearly concluded.Hoped that the remaining steps in
the legal process can be completed soon and the tiew modules can become law by
summer 2014.

15. Meanwhile data collection on these modulesioaas on a voluntary basis.
Eurostat provides financial support for that voargtwork in order to help developing

the needed national infrastructures. Methodologiaak was advanced in several areas
with the help of task forces. Environmental acceurdining courses were also organized
for European Union countries. This is part of thedpean Union work to implement
environmental accounting and in particular the SEE&htral Framework.

16.  The development of environmental accountserg&t follows the European
Strategy for Environmental Accounting as adopte?df3 and revised in 2008. An
update of this strategy was under preparation i82(hd the adoption of the updated
strategy is expected in the first half of 2014. Tipelated strategy puts emphasis on
consolidating and improving the quality of the siwdules mentioned above, improving
timeliness and promoting uses, and development waaksmall number of areas fully
coherent with the SEEA central framework.

17.  Throughout 2013 Eurostat participated activelgxpert groups and in the
editorial boards on the development of SEEA Expental ecosystem accounts and
SEEA Extensions and Applications.

18.  Also in 2013 significant effort was devotedotrticipating in initiatives of other
organizations in the interest of coordination, ¥oid duplication and unnecessary
divergences. These included:



* European Union Commission's initiative on Resoweftieiency, the EU
Sustainable Development and Europe 2020 strategies

* UN Sustainable Development Goals and Post-2015

» OECD Green growth indicators and Working Party oniEbnmental
Information

* ILO definition of environmental employment and grgebs

* UNEP Indicators for Inclusive Green Economy/Greeav@h Policies

* Framework for the Development of Environment Stass(FDES)

* London Group on Environmental Accounting.

D. Organization for Economic Cooper ation and Development

19. The work carried out by OECD relevant to thegopamme of work of the
Committee covers the following areas: (a) work owlicators to monitor progress
towards green growth; (b) work on the implementatid the SEEA; and (c) work on
material flows and resource productivity.

20. Other areas of relevance include work on enwirental expenditure (jointly with
Eurostat) and work on environmentally related taxesswell as continued work on the
guestionnaire on the state of the environment.

1 Monitoring progress towards green growth: the OECD set of Green Growth
indicators

21. At the OECD Ministerial Council Meeting in Parin May 2011, ministers
welcomed the OECD green growth strategy and engedr®ECD to work further on
indicators for green growth in line with the repddwards Green Growth: Monitoring
Progress — OECD IndicatorsThe report expounds a conceptual framework for
measuring green growth, a proposed set of 25 itaticand a measurement agenda to
address key issues with an indicator set.

22. Green growth has been defined in several diimesis(a) pursuing economic
growth and development while minimizing pressurestiee quality of the environment
and on the use of natural resources; and (b) cat@ynvestment and innovation which
will underpin sustained growth and give rise to reasgnomic opportunities. The work on
green growth indicators proceeds along five indicgroups: (a) the environmental and
resource productivity of production and consumpti@) the natural asset base of the
economy; (c) the environmental dimension of the liqueof life; (d) economic
opportunities and policy responses; and (e) theiossmnomic context and
characteristics of growth.

23.  Work to advance the green growth measurememidagis focusing on:

* The further development and specification of thealsrset of green growth
headline indicators with emphasis on (a) naturs¢@sand the calculation of a
natural resource index, (b) material productivibcluding indirect flows



embodied in trade, (c) environmentally adjustedtifadtor productivity, (d)
land use and land cover changes;

» The further development of indicators on nationatbgen balances;

» Development of accounts on land (monetary valuatrolume measures).

24. An updated report on green growth indicator lva published in April 2014; it
will be accompanied with the further developmenthef OECD Green Growth Indicators
database. International cooperation on green granhsured through the Green Growth
Knowledge PlatformHttp://www.greengrowthknowledge.ojg/

2. Implementing the SEEA to advance the green growth measurement
agenda

25. Green growth indicators have to combine econ@nd environmental

information in a consistent way. While there isuiastantive amount of economic and
environmental data, it is often difficult to combithem due to differences in
classifications, terminology or timeliness. Henibe green growth measurement agenda
includes explicit reference to the SEEA.

26. A Task Force on the implementation of the SEE&Atral Framework was created
under the auspices of the OECD Committee on Statiahd Statistical Policy (CSSP)
and the Environmental Policy Committee (EPOC). ated12 countries (Australia,
Canada, France, Japan, the Netherlands, New ZedNamday, Russia, Sweden, Turkey,
the United Kingdom and the United States) and 8tut®ns (Eurostat, the UNSD and
the World Bank) have accepted the invitation ta jiie Task Force. Its main objectives
are the following:

» Develop standard tables for the collection of in#&tionally comparable data
on air emissions (volumes) and natural resourdesks and flows, volumes
and monetary units);

* Provide guidelines and practical examples showing to build air emissions
accounts starting from inventories or energy actgun

* Provide methodological guidelines on the monetagyuation of natural
assets;

* Advise on other areas where standard tables caildelbeloped in line with
the SEEA and the OECD Green Growth strategy.

27. The main body of work will be conducted by venit procedure. A meeting of the
Task Force will be organized at the end of 201#h@tOECD headquarters in Paris.

3. Material flows and resource productivity

28. The work on material flows and resource pradiigt supports the
implementation of the recommendations of the OEGaurEil on material flows and
resource productivity (April 2004 and March 2008).report on “Material resources,
productivity and the environment” will be publishedQ2 2014.

29. In 2014 and beyond emphasis will be given ® filrther development of the
information base on material flows and resourcedpetivity in cooperation with



Eurostat, the International Resource Panel (UNEBR(, research institutes. The focus
will be on unused and indirect material flows embddn trade building on the OECD
multi-regional input-output tables, and on the assted indicators.

E. Food and Agriculture Organization

30. The FAO Statistics Division has initiated agaorization-wide development
process for articulating a minimum set of SEEA Carfframework-based tables relating
to the agricultural sector (SEEA-Agri). In this pest, a preliminary set of asset and
supply and use tables have been designed andiagedmpulated.

31. The approach and plans have been discussetlatlzer of international and
regional meetings: the 26A0-OEA/CIE-IICA working group on agricultural and
livestock statistics for Latin America and the ®@aean in June 2013, the Sixth
International Conference on Agricultural Statisiit©ctober 2013, the Y9Meeting of
the London Group on Environmental Accounting in Bimber 2013, the #3African
Commission on Agricultural Statistics (AFCAS) in @enber 2013 and the 2&sia and
Pacific Commission on Agricultural Statistics (APSAIn February 2014. This work is
being incorporated into the Research componerteoAction Plan of the Global
Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Stagst(GS), which seeks to contribute to a
significant improvement in the quality, reliabilignd cost-effectiveness of agricultural
statistics in developing countries.

32. The SEEA-Agri, in particular, is meant to piaithe conceptual framework for
the Global Strategy and its implementation willdmsured through key Global Strategy
(GS) thematic domains, especially the one taskeédetatify appropriate indicators and
collection methods for agri-environmental data. rEhere also strong synergies with
several other GS thematic domains, such as:

Improving methods for the analysis of food and @gtural datg with its emphasis
on developing or improving methods for data analys inform policy decisions
and monitor their impact on household incomes,| degelopment, and the
environment”; and,

Improving the quality and use of administrativeajatith research centered on
identifying “where, how, and under which conditicadministrative data can be
used for producing agricultural, rural, and agndeonmental statistics”.

33.  The FAO SEEA-Agri research program is aimefeititating the phased
implementation of the SEEA-Central Framework fa dompilation of internationally
comparable environmental-economic accounts foagreulture sector. Work with pilot
countries has already begun in order to address sbithe key remaining measurement
challenges in environmental-economic accounts tatgstics (e.g. compilation of
physical flow accounts, monetary accounts, andrabtasource accounts). Over the next
12 months, the SEEA-Agri research agenda foresees t



* Apply SEEA-CF based methodology in data-rich an@-gheor statistical
environments; while in the more statistically adweh countries this will
entail comparing and reconciling the basic compbdateg, in the statistically
weakest countries this will imply identifying dagaps and providing methods
for the imputation of missing data.

» Develop a measurement frameweskinformation pyramid— comprised of
basic statistics (economic/environmental), acco(titee-series of consistent,
coherent, and comparable data), and indicatorsadjes across domains)
capturing agricultural activity along the value icha

* Hold an Expert Group meeting to review the SEEAiAgethodology and
country pilot work with the aim of finalizing theethodology for
endorsement and roll out for SEEA-Agri country depenent activities in
2015.

34.  These activities reflect FAO Statistics Divisecommitment to incrementally
establishing the internal technical capacity f& tompilation and regular reporting
through the FAOSTAT platform of a minimum set of/eanmental-economic accounts
for agriculture with appropriate scope, detail guodlity necessary to inform FAO and
country specific policy work.

F. World Bank

35. The World Bank's Wealth Accounting and the éilin of Ecosystem Services
(WAVES) Global Partnership continues implementatbthe SEEA-Central
Framework and test out SEEA Experimental Ecosygteoounts in 8 countries
(Botswana, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Indanstadagascar, Philippines and
Rwanda) with Vietnam and Morocco likely to jointime next few months, and is in
discussion with governments of another 10-12 caestevhich may join, depending on
funding. Water accounts, subsoil asset account$aast accounts are the most common
accounts. In parallel, WAVES is developing regioGalmmunities of Practice to
facilitate peer learning and regionally based trgjrservices in order to reach out to a
larger number of countries and develop capacityliegion to sustain environmental
accounting.

36. WAVES has developed a training course for estesy accounting and drafted a
guidance note on piloting ecosystem accountingdufition to work in WAVES
countries, WAVES is collaborating with Conservatiaternational to pilot ecosystem
accounting in Peru. WAVES is developing a guidamgi on valuation and a guidance
document for coastal and marine ecosystem accowitisan emphasis on the coastal
protection services of mangroves and coral redfAVES is also developing a Forest
Accounting sourcebook focusing on policy applicas@nd will hold a 3-day workshop
of experts in May 2014 to review the draft souroelb

G. United Nations Development Programme



34. Throughout 2013, UNDP continued to collaboveite the UN Statistics Division
and additional groups working within the mandat¢hef UNCEEA at the global,
regional, and national levels to support SEEA imm@atation. This work has included:
1) ongoing advocacy around SEEA; 2) support fomitsgration into the post-2015/SDG
process; 3) integration into regional and nati@®ielopment policy processes and
capacity development initiatives; and 4) linkingcamplementary programming around
the poverty-environment nexus, inclusive green eaoy) biodiversity, and green
commodities.

35. UNDP advocated for and shared programming expegs and policy demand for
SEEA implementation through engagement in sevéohlafjand regional processes
linked to the post-2015/SDG and Small Island Depielg States (SIDS). These included:
ongoing technical inputs into SEEA Energy and SEtzter; collaboration and technical
inputs around SEEA through post-2015 consultatisitle events and preparations of
relevant Open Working Group (OWG) Issue Briefsgagement and advocacy for
SEEA through the annual sessions of the UN StegisGommission; co-organizing the
17 June International Conference on Global Impldatem of the System of
Environmental-Economic Accounting; engaging in 16e20 September SEEA
Workshop in Brazil; co-organizing the 2-4 July mtegional Inclusive Green Economy
Tools workshop in Kenya with dedicated sessionSBEA and WAVES; engaging in
the 18-20 November Ecosystem Accounting workshomodels and tools for SEEA
EEA; supporting the 9-11 December Workshop “Devielgm Programme for the
Implementation of the 2008 SNA and Supporting Stiat for ECOWAS and

COMESA”; and co-organizing the February 2014 SEEpIementation Workshop for
the CARICOM region in St Lucia.

36.  Throughout this work, UNDP continues to drawaod link SEEA

implementation and related programmes such as WAMKISTEEB, to its policy and
programming work at the country level. This incladgobal and regional programmes
such as the UNDP-UNEP Poverty-Environment Initiatithe UNDP-UNEP-DESA

Green Economy Joint Programni@odiversity Finance InitiativéBIOFIN); and the
Green Commodities Programme; as well as the woRkealucing Emissions from
Deforestation and Forest Degradat{tiN-REDD), and portfolios managed under UNDP
Global Environment FacilityGEF) and Montreal Protocol Unit.

H. United Nations Environment Programme
1. Ecosystem Services Economics Unit

37. UNEP’s Ecosystem Services Economics Unit (EBB)emented the following
activities related to the work of UNCEEA. In pantsi@p with the Basque Centre for
Climate Change, ESE concluded the projddte value of Panamanian forests and their
contribution to the economy of Panahae part of UNEP’s support to countries under
the UN REDD+ program. Under the same auspices,i&i8&ed and continues to
support projects on the broad therm&é roles of forest ecosystems in national
economies and the role of REDD+ in a green econwamsformatiori in Tanzania (in



partnership with the Centre for Environmental Ecares and Policy in Africa,
University of Pretoria and the Tanzania Forest 8ejyin Zambia (in partnership with
the Wildlife Conservation Society), and in Cong@#®raville (in partnership with the
Wildlife Conservation Society). The key objectiielNEP’s support to countries under
the UN REDD+ program is to generate the factuargdic evidence that could be used
to advance its effort to build a strong “busineaset for a transformation in forest
planning, management, and monitoring towards adasson development path and a
green economy. The ESE initiated and continuesppart the projectAnalysis of
trade-offs between food production and ecosystewcss delivery: a case of Hoima
District, Ugandd in partnership with the World Agroforestry Centied the Uganda
National Planning Authority, whose key objectiveasdentify opportunities for
minimizing trade-offs between the objectives ofiagitural intensification and those of
ecosystem services delivery, while promoting syiestg

38. In partnership with the World Bank, the Unitédtions Statistics Division, the
Africa Union Commission, and the Kenya Ministryl@évolution and Planning, ESE
successfully organized an international workshopwaluation and Accounting of
Natural Capital for Green Economy (VANTAGE) in Afa from 3-4 December 2013 in
Nairobi whose overall objective was to showcaseesssful efforts by countries and
organizations to value and account for naturaltehthat had contributed to promoting a
transformation to a green economy, and to raiseeaveas, and to promote buy in for
future efforts of such nature. Finally UNEP, SoAthan Network for Development and
Environmental Economics (SANDEE) and UN-ESCAP covamed the workshop
“Valuing and Accounting for the Environment in A€al0 October 2013 in Bangkok, in
collaboration with seven other partners includimg ¥World Bank, UN Statistics
Division, UNDP and regional partners, the Asian 8lepment Bank (ADB), ASEAN
Centre for Biodiversity (ACB), Indian Society foc&ogical Economics and Economy
and Environment Program for South East Asia (EEPSERe overall objective of this
workshop was to share knowledge about existinguatany practices, identify policy
uses and challenges to integrating environmentriatmnal accounting frameworks, and
examine strategies for valuing the environmentughooperationalizing the SEEA and
Experimental Ecosystems Accounts. In UNEP’s GERl&thProject for Ecosystem
Services, Trinidad and Tobago and Vietnam team& wora methodology for
incorporating ecosystem services into national acts) and pilot-test this methodology
with a demonstration of the selected ecosystemcaxwutilizing existing data and
existing valuation studies.

2. The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) initiative

Study on the environmental goods and services se&to EGSS-based Statistics
Framework for China’s Environmental Industrial Sectr

39. In partnership with the Chinese Academy foriEammental Planning (CAEP), a
research institution under the Ministry of Envirogmial Protection (MEP) of China,
UNEP started its work on d@nvironmental goods and services se(E®SS) - based
statistics framework for China’s Environmental Isthial Sector in 2012. The study was
designed based on the EGSS accounting framewoajmd by Eurostat and aims to
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introduce international experiences with EGSS @haese audience. It also looks into
existing relevant statistical practices to evaluhgeenvironmental sector in China and
analyzes the feasibility of establishing an EGS&®anting system in China. As the
accounting framework for EGSS is a key approachyt@ntifying the performance of the
green sectors in the total economy, the studypeebed to provide valuable information
for policymakers, industries, and the general muipliChina during the green economy
trajectory.

40.  The Eurostat EGSS Data Collection Handbookokas translated into Chinese,
and with the research support from local Environi#aministrations, industrial
associations, companies and research institutesirst draft of the report is under

review with external experts. The Chinese repolitlve officially launched in April 2014

in China, and the English executive summary wilblailable for comments during a
workshop jointly organized with Eurostat and thaopean Environment Agen¢iEA),
planned in April. The goal of the workshop will teeshare the experience of a few EGSS
front-runners in the European Union and other ceesitsuch as China and Kazakhstan,
the challenges they face, and their proposed wayaiol. An English version of the

report will be produced afterwards, based on thements and suggestions.

|. Economic Commission for Europe

1. M easuring sustainable development

41. In June 2013 the Conference of European Staiss (CES), held under the
auspices of UNECE in Geneva, endorseddBE& recommendations on measuring
sustainable developmeiind its associated sets of indicators. The Recordatiems
were developed by a joint Task Force of UNECE Statistical Office of the European
Commission (Eurostat) and OECD. They take into astwarious initiatives undertaken
by the United Nations, Eurostat and OECD, as webyindividual countries, and
provide analyses of current measurement framewdiks Recommendations will be
published in the beginning of 2014 and will be slated into Russian. THEES
recommendations on measuring sustainable develdpanemvailable at:
http://live.unece.org/stats/sustainable-developrhént.

42. The Recommendations are a key step towardsomégimg the measurement of
sustainable development, and are expected to batdrto establishing the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and the related targetsnalicators. The Conference
decided to launch further work to provide countreth practical guidance on
implementation issues. Australia, Italy, Kazakhstdexico, Russian Federation,
Slovenia, Turkey and Ukraine will pilot test theoenmended indicators in 2014.

43. The Recommendations identify a number of messent issues that will need to
be addressed in the future. In particular, morekvmaeds to be done on measuring the
transboundary effects in the context of sustaindbleelopment (i.e., the impact of
countries on each other) and constructing betthcators in the areas of human, social,
financial and natural capital (including better s@&s of their distribution). Data on
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time use can be used to measure those non-matketies which are relevant to
sustainable development. The follow-up methodolalgicork will start with stocktaking
of measuring transboundary impacts of sustainadeldpment, and measuring
sustainable development at different scales (sschegional, local, city, company level).

44. Understanding human capital is of significaméliest also to sustainable
development policies. Statistics on the stock ohan capital can be used to analyse the
drivers of economic growth, the functioning of tabour market and sustainability of a
country’s development path. The CES establishedsk Force to pursue the conceptual
development of human capital measurement and repguide on measuring human
capital.

2. I mproving environmental data and production of indicatorsto further
strengthen environmental reporting

45, Close attention to environmental issues hagased the demand for high quality
statistics to strengthen environmental monitorim¢ghie UNECE region. A Joint Task
Force on Environmental Indicators was set up byQbmmittee on Environmental
Policy (CEP) and the Conference of European Statiss (CES) in 2009 to improve
environmental data collection and reporting ind¢bantries of Eastern Europe, the
Caucasus, Central Asia and South-Eastern Eurogepgsromote comparability of
environmental statistics and indicators in UNEC@&aa. The work brings together
environmental experts and statisticians, a coojper#tat is crucial to ensure improved
methodologies and better time series data. The warérried out with strong support
from the European Environment Agency (EEA) andlase cooperation with other
international organizations such as the United dfatiStatistics Division (UNSD), the
United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP),rimiéonal Energy Agency (IEA),
Eurostat, etc.

46. The Task Force has reviewed all 36 indicatoveied by th&uidelines for the
Application of Environmental Indicators in Eastdtnrope, Caucasus and Central Asia
(Guidelines) that were prepared by the CEP Workngup on Environmental
Monitoring and Assessment and endorsed at the &#gf2007) “Environment for
Europe” Ministerial Conference. The Task Forceihakided 13 additional indicators in
the Guidelines and has prepared common harmonazeathfs for countries for the
production of the indicators. In July 2012, the K&srce agreed onaar e set of
environmental indicators (8 indicators, 11 datasets) to form the basisdgular data
collection. In November 2013, countries reporte¢paygress in producing the selected
indicators. The next session of the Joint Task &ardviay 2014 will review the
production and sharing of the selected indicateusthermore, a workshop will be
organized back to back with the May 2014 sessiagh@flTask Force to discuss and share
practical solutions/good practice examples on pcoduwater indicators. More
information about the work of the Joint Task Foooeenvironmental indicators is
available athttp://www.unece.org/stats/environment.html.
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47. The UNECE completed implementation of a UN Deament Accounpr oject

on environmental sustainability in the countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and
Central Asia (EECCA). South-East European countme® also participating in the
activities thanks to the support of Eurostat aredElropean Environment Agency. The
topics of the workshops covered waste statistitsl@@ April 2012 and 29 October 2013,
Geneva); measuring sustainable development andifieations of Rio+20 Conference
(29 October 2012, Geneva); agri-environmentalstasi (13-15 May 2013, Montenergo)
and a high-level seminar on follow-up to Rio+20:asring sustainable development
andimplementing the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (12-13 June
2013, Geneva). Three reports have been preparedpg a summary of the current
status in EECCA countries of waste statistics,-aguironmental statistics and
measuring sustainable development. As a responregti@st by countries for a forum to
exchange experience in SEEA implementation, itased to organize a seminar on this
topic, jointly with OECD and other organizationsatved on implementation of SEEA.

3. Climate changerelated statistics

48. In June 2012, the Rio+20 Conference on SudilEi2evelopment emphasized
climate change as an immediate and urgent globaityr This has increased the
pressure to provide new information to support gsialof climate change and improve
existing statistics. A CES Task Force on Climatai@je Related Statistics has prepared
draft recommendations for improving the statistadated to climate change collected by
national statistical systems, and enhancing theityufor the compilation of greenhouse
gas inventories.

49. In drafting its recommendations, the Task Famalysed the results of an earlier
survey on the involvement of national statistiddices in climate change related
statistics. The survey was undertaken with supppthe UN Committee of Experts on
Environmental-Economic Accounting (UNCEEA) and UN3Daddition, the Task
Force carried out interviews of users of climaferimation, including the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPQ®)inited Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Worldédeological Organization
(WMO), research agencies, non-governmental orgaaimand universities. The results
provided useful input for analysing the user nes$the role of national statistical
offices in the area.

50. The Task Force organized two expert meetimgsfitst meeting on 19-20
November 2012 to explore user needs and existactipes within national statistical
systems, and the second meeting, on 8-9 Octob& t20%kview the draft
recommendations of the Task Force. The meetingsgbtdogether over 50 producers
and users of climate change related statistic$, as@reenhouse gas inventory
compilers, environment agencies and ministriesissizal offices and international
organizations, including Directorate-General om@ie Action of the European
Commission, European Environment Agency, Eurostsgrnational Labour
Organization (ILO), IPCC, UNFCCC, WMO, World Healflrganization, World Bank,
United Nations Industrial Development OrganizafiofNIDO), etc. The discussions
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among experts at the meetings provided valuablet itgpthe recommendations for
national statistical systems.

51. The Task Force identified some key recommeadsatior national statistical
offices on how to better use the wide range oftergsenvironmental, social and
economic statistics for climate analyses and eomssiventories. The Task Force
recommends that national statistical offices staproving climate change related
statistics gradually and based on their key cormaéts. It is recommended that national
statistical offices work more closely with greenbkewas inventory producers to ensure
that official statistics meet the needs of greeslkeayas inventories.

52.  While the draft recommendations represent b§esti steps, further international
work will be required to support their implementati The global nature of climate
change calls for wider cooperation among userspanducers of statistics to better
respond to the growing information needs. Inteoreti statistical organizations, for
example, the Conference of European Statisticiadsta secretariat, should ensure close
cooperation with the UNFCCC, IPCC, WMO and otheéernnational organizations active
in the area.

53.  The draft recommendations on climate changegelstatistics are consulted with
all CES members and involved international orgarona in February 2014. Subject to
the positive outcome of the consultation, the Reo@mdations will be submitted to the
CES for approval in April 2014. More informationali the UNECE work in climate
change related statistics is availablenatiw.unece.org/stats/climate.html.

J. Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean

54. ECLAC's Statistics Division elaborated a metblodical paperEl Sistema de
Cuentas Ambientales y Economicas SCAE 2012: funtameonceptuales para su
implementacionSerie Estudios Estadistich®. 84, LC/L.3752) intended to explain the
global policy context giving rise to the need femnmeasures of wellbeing, review the
challenges of measuring sustainable developméanbdince the System of
Environmental and Economic Accounts Central FramteWSEEA 2012) and explain its
conceptual and methodological underpinnings.

55. Based on this paper and the Global Strateggh®otmplementation of SEEA
2012 of the UNSC, the Statistics Division elabadadgoroposal of a regional strategy for
the implementation of the SEEA 2012 central framdwina propuesta regional de
estrategia de implementacion del Sistema de Cuéntdsentales Econdmicas SCAE
2012 en América Latin&erie Estudios Estadisticos, under editorialsien). This
Regional Strategy suggests a five step procegstdinote the SEEA 2012 central
framework in Latin American countries to both usansl producers; (ii) based on the
needs of policy makers, prioritize the environmeetanomic tables and accounts to be
produced that can inform sustainable developmelitipe and planning; (iii) evaluate
institutional arrangements to build a collaboratNatform to lead the compilation of
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accounts; (iv) carry out a qualitative assessmeatailable environment statistics and
identify data gaps; (v) elaborate national impletagan plans.

56.  The proposed regional strategy was sent togfutions in 18 Latin American
countries for their review and comments. The neglictrategy has been presented in Rio
de Janeiro, at the Regional Seminar on Developinign@lementation Strategy for the
System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEE&ntral Framework in the Latin
American and Caribbean Region (19-20 September)2@Gi8as also presented in
Santiago de Chile, at the Seventh Meeting of tlatis$ical Conference of the Americas

of ECLAC (5-7 November 2013) and in the Regionah®&ar on Developing

Programmes for Implementing the 2012 SEEA that fgeke in Santa Lucia on 6-7
February 2014.

57. Currently the Statistics Division is working arconcept note of a regional
program that will help implement the regional st in Latin American and Caribbean
countries. Additionally a Development Account patjeill commence in June of 2014
that aims to assist countries in implementing tNA 2008 and SEEA 2012 in both
ECLAC and ESCAP.

K. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

58. In December 2013, ESCAP organized the ExparticMeeting on Strategies for
Improving Environment Statistics in Asia and theiRa The meeting attracted
participation from a variety of relevant governmarstitutions from 12 Asian and Pacific
countries and from several international organareti Implementation of selected
components of the SEEA were presented and discussaatling accounting for land,
ecosystems, water and energy. The recently re¥ssadework for the Development of
Environment Statistics (FDES) was also discussid.dutcome of the meeting will feed
into discussions by the ESCAP Committee on Stesist its fourth session in December
2014 on the development of strategies for improengironment statistics in Asia and
the Pacific.

59. Significant methodological advancements haen lieitiated during the past year
for SEEA-related statistics by the Ulaanbaatar Gitgup on Statistics for Economies
based on Natural Resources. The ESCAP secreadammitted to supporting the work
of the City Group in close partnership with theioaal statistical offices that are leading
the work, including those of Australia, Azerbaij@razil, China, India, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Kazakhstan, Madagascar, Mongolia,sSRusFederation, and Viet Nam.

60. In October 2013, ESCAP co-organized, in coltabon with UNEP and the

South Asian Network for Development of Environméftaonomics (SANDEE), a
Workshop on Valuing and Accounting for the Enviramh This Workshop attracted
interest from high level national government o#iisiand from a notable diversity of
governmental and non-governmental institutions femross Asia. Participants expressed
strong interest in accelerating the pace of devety and implementation of methods
for valuing and accounting for ecosystem servicekthe associated measures of
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natural capital, building on the foundational knedge provided in the SEEA
Experimental Ecosystem Accounts, the United Natldnwersity’s International Wealth
Report, and many other related national and internal publications. While the need for
further development and testing of methodologies acknowledged, it was also noted
that recommendations stemming from different effare largely complementary, with
growing scope for consensus on measurement chalelghile ecosystem services are
crucial to the welfare of people in Asia and theiffg their importance is grossly under-
represented in current accounting and in natictadéistical systems more generally.
Therefore, the Asia and Pacific region is in a gpodition to take a leading role in
developing and testing methods to address thisnrdton gap.

61.  Through its Statistical Institute for Asia ahe Pacific (SIAP), ESCAP also
initiated in 2013 training activities on SEEA CettFramework and related environment
statistics. In September 2013, ESCAP organizedFitts¢ Sub-Regional Course on SEEA
for Southeast Asia in collaboration with the MalayStatistical Training Institute

(ILSM) in Perak, Malaysia. This ground-breaking etveas considered a major success
and more training opportunities in the same veenganned for 2014, including e-
learning courses. ESCAP has also integrated SEBAeaated environment statistics
topics into SIAP's residential training programmeadundamentals of official statistics,
which are jointly conducted each year with the ddpgernational Cooperation Agency
and the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communioat of the Government of Japan to
official statisticians from across the world.

62. ESCAP also played a critical role in 2013 imalepment of the SEEA
Implementation Guide by organizing assessmentesuditwo countries (Malaysia and
Samoa) in which national applications of the d&HEA Implementation Guide were
tested for the first time.

L. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia

63. ESCWA presented a paper on the System of Emviental Economics Accounts
(SEEA) during the Regional Preparatory Meeting &efor Rio+20: Meeting on
“Economic Policies Supporting the Transition to @& Economy in the Arab Region”.
The paper stressed that there is a need to cortbelenvironment in an integrated
manner with the economy (see
http://www.escwa.un.org/information/publicationstégpload/E_ESCWA_SDPD 11 W
G-7_Report_e.pdf

64. The Project on Energy Statistics and Accouhtd ts being implemented in

coordination with UNSD and the International EneAgency (IEA) since 2011 includes

material on energy accounts in the training workshahe linkage with energy balance
and the importance of the development of such adsotd economic indicators in the
Arab countries.
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