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BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON ON THE STATI STI CAL COW SSI ON
AND PRACTI CAL | NFORMATI ON ON | TS FUNCTI ONI NG *

Oigin
1. The Statistical Comm ssion's nuclear (establishnent) session
was held in 1946, and its first session, in 1947.

Ternms of reference 2

2. On the basis of the recommendations of its nucl ear session,
the Statistical Comm ssion was established and given terns of
reference by the Econom c and Social Council. The terns of

reference as set forth in Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution
1566 (L) of 3 May 1971, reaffirmng its resolution 8 (1) of 16
February 1946, as anmended by resolution 8 (11) of 21 June 1946,
state that the Comm ssion shall assist the Council

"(a) In pronoting the devel opnent of national statistics
and the inprovenent of their conparability;

"(b) In the coordination of the statistical work of
speci al i zed agenci es;

"(c) In the devel opnent of the central statistical
services of the Secretariat;

"(d) In advising the organs of the United Nations on
general questions relating to the collection, analysis and
di ssem nation of statistical information;

"(e) In pronoting the inprovenent of statistics and
statistical nethods generally."

3. In resolution 1566 (L), the Council stressed the inportance of
the Comm ssion's coordination function and the need to achi eve an
integrated systemin the collection, processing and di ssem nation
of international statistics; recognized the interest of the
Statistical Conm ssion and the Statistical Division in matters

! Prepared in response to a request of the Statistical Comm ssion, for

menbers of the Comm ssion (E/ 1993/26, par. 32(b)). This note should be used
in conjunction with the "Rul es of Procedure of the Functional Conmm ssions of
t he Econonic and Social Council" (E/ 5975/Rev.1), which has been distributed to
all menmbers of the Conmi ssion, and which is the authoritative document on the

rul es of procedure.

2 See al so Annex |



related to the use of conputers in the United Nations system and
requested the Secretary-General to undertake, in cooperation with

t he specialized agencies, concerted action to assist the devel opi ng
countries in strengthening their statistical systens.

| tens consi dered

4. The Statistical Comm ssion considers special issues of concern
in international statistical devel opnent, nethodol ogi cal issues,
coordination and integration of international statistical
programmes, support of technical cooperation activities in
statistics and organi zational matters. Wthin the terns of the
above resolutions, there is flexibility for the Comm ssion to

adj ust, where necessary, its priorities and nethods to neet new
requi renents and mai ntain a bal ance between matters of current
concern and the | onger-term devel opnent aspects of the statistical
system

Reporti ng

5. The Comm ssion submts a report on each session to the
Econom ¢ and Social Council. The report contains an account of the
Commi ssion's proceedings and the action taken on each agenda item
The Comm ssion may submt to the Council, in the formof draft
resol utions, recommendations to States Menbers of the United
Nations, the Secretary-Ceneral or the specialized agencies. Any
financial inplications of the draft resolutions nust be brought to
the attention of the Conm ssion and the Council before being
adopt ed and nust subsequently be approved by the organs of the

Uni ted Nations having the necessary authority.

Menber shi p
6. The Conm ssion consists of one nenber fromeach of 24 nmenber
countries of the United Nations elected by the United Nations
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council on the basis of an equitable
geographi cal distribution according to the follow ng pattern:

(a) Five nenbers from African States;

(b) Four nenbers from Asi an St ates;

(c) Four nenbers from Eastern European States;

(d) Four nenbers from Latin Anerican and Cari bbean States;

(e) Seven nenbers from Western European and ot her States.

7. See Annex Il for current nenbership of the Conmm ssion.
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Term of office

8. The termof office of nenbers is four years.

Frequency of neetings

9. In July 1999 the Econom c and Social Council decided that the
Comm ssion should neet annually for four days each session,
starting in the year 2000.

Secretariat support and other participants

10. The sessions of the Statistical Comm ssion are substantively
serviced by the United Nations Statistics D vision (UNSD) and
attended by the regional comm ssions, other United Nations

or gani zati ons, specialized agencies and rel ated organi zati ons, and
non- Uni ted Nations international organizations active in
international statistical work.

Oficers of the Comm ssion

11. The officers are the Chairman, 3 Vice-chairnen and the
Rapporteur; they are also referred to as the Bureau. In between
sessions of the Conm ssion, nenbers of the Conm ssion, the Bureau
and the Secretariat consult on the election of the Bureau for the
upcom ng session. A Bureau is elected for a two year period.

Nom nations are made by nenber(s) of the Comm ssion. Elections are
hel d at the beginning of a session. |In practice elections have
been by acclamation. At its thirtieth session the Comm ssion
decided to give the officers of the Conm ssion (if necessary

conpl enented by any others whose participation is deened useful by
the Chairman) nore of a steering role.

Dates of the neeting and notification to countries

12. Dates for the sessions of the Comm ssion are proposed by the
Comm ssion. The dates are fixed by the Econom ¢ and Soci al
Council. The session nust be held eight weeks before the Econom c
and Social Council session which will consider the report of the
Comm ssion; the Secretariat normally proposes dates to the

Comm ssi on taking account of this requirenment and of the

avai lability of conference servicing facilities. The Secretari at
notifies the permanent m ssion of each of the menber countries of
the Comm ssion of the dates, and invites themto notify the
Secretariat who their representative (and any ot her del egation
menbers) wll be.

The agenda and docunentati on of the Conm ssion
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13. Prior to each session of the Comm ssion, the Secretari at
prepares a list of itens that have previously been established for
consi deration by the Conm ssion at that session; the list may be
based on requests of the Comm ssion at previous sessions, or of

ot her intergovernnental bodies such as the General Assenbly and
Econom ¢ and Social Council and reflect the nulti-year programe of
wor k that the Comm ssion devel ops. During each session the

Comm ssion may decide to add additional itenms to the agenda, based
on docunentati on and di scussion at the session, and priorities or
problenms. At the end of each session the Secretariat provides an
updated list reflecting all the decisions and requests, and on the
basis of that list, the Comm ssion proposes to the Econom ¢ and
Soci al Council, the provisional agenda and docunentation for the
next session (subject to further review by the Conm ssion's
Bureau). The Econom c¢ and Soci al Council considers the proposal at
its substantive session (June/July imedi ately follow ng the

Commi ssion session) and approves it. It is finalized, and after
review by the Bureau, distributed by the Secretariat in advance of
t he Comm ssion session. Docunentation may be requested by the
Comm ssion, fromthe Secretariat, other United Nations bodies or
speci al i zed agenci es, intergovernnental organizations or non-
government al organi zations active in statistical work, a country or
an ad hoc group of countries/organizations.

14. Docunents are limted to 16 pages in |length and where possible
are well belowthis |imt. They are to be concise and action
oriented. They are nmade available in the six official |anguages of
t he Comm ssion (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and

Spani sh). They are to be issued well in advance of the session.
Docunents are nmade avail able on the UNSD Home Page on the World
Wde Web at http://ww. un. or g/ Dept s/ unsd/ st at com’ stat com htmy t hey
are also distributed by airmail/diplomatic pouch.

15. Background docunents are also frequently available to the
Comm ssion. These contain information from participants and the
Secretariat which are of potential interest to the Comm ssion.
These docunents require clearance by the Secretary of the

Comm ssion prior to distribution and adequate copi es nmust be nade
avai |l abl e by the authors. They can be in any official |anguage(s)
and will be circulated only in the | anguage(s) provided by the
author. Limted photocopy support can be offered by the
Secretariat. The provision of information in the form of docunents
or background papers is preferred by the Conm ssion in place of

| engt hy oral statenents.

Ki nds of interventions that are nade




16. Menbers and observers are encouraged to participate fully in
t he deli berations of the Comm ssion. The Comm ssion has
increasingly called for nore focused, issue-oriented and succi nct
interventions by those participating in the discussions. It has
al so enphasi zed that detail ed expositions of nethodol ogy or the
reporting of routine activities should not be presented orally but
rat her be nade avail able as witten material as background
docunents which can be nade avail able to participants.

Travel arrangenents; air ticket; schedul e of sessions; Conference
room adm ssion to the United Nations buil ding

17. Travel, but not subsistence/hotel expenses, for one
representative of each nenber state of the Comm ssion is paid for
by the United Nations according to normal United Nations travel
standards. Representatives may nmake their own travel arrangenents
and claimre-inbursenent fromthe United Nations. ® Alternatively,
the United Nations is prepared, upon request, to nmake the necessary
arrangenents for issuance and paynent of the travel tickets. In

t hose cases, Permanent M ssions are requested to provide to the
Secretariat an address and the tel ephone nunber where the
representative can be contact ed.

18. The first neeting of the Comm ssion sessions normally starts
on a Tuesday, at 10:30 a.m On subsequent days the neetings start
at 10:00 a.m Normally two sessions are held each day; 10:00 a. m
to 1:00 p.m and 3:00 p.m to 6:00 p.m The conference room nunber
where the nmeetings will be held is available near the entrance to
the United Nations Headquarters. G ounds passes for adm ssion to
the United Nations building are organized by the M ssion of each
country to the United Nations.

3 Travel clainms should be submtted using the form “VOUCHER FOR

REI MBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES’ (F.10) duly filled in and acconpanied by the used air
ticket stubs/passenger receipt, boarding passes, and sonme form of proof of
payment for ticket i.e. cancelled cheque, credit card receipt/statement etc.



Annex |

Sone notes on the terns of reference of the Statistical Comm ssion

In fornulating the terns of reference, the nuclear Conmm ssion
had certain concepts in mnd, as indicated in the foll ow ng excerpt
fromits report:

"(a) Pronoting the devel opnent of national statistics
and the inprovenent of their conparability.

"This task will be performed in close collaboration with
the statistical unit of the United Nations Secretariat. It is
a continuing function which requires constant attention ...
The Comm ssion should be in a position to advi se nati onal
governnments and the Secretariat on problenms which wll arise

The Comm ssion may al so establish commttees or sub-
commi ssions in various statistical fields.

"(b) Coordination of the Statistical work of specialized
agenci es.

"The Comm ssion shoul d advi se the Council concerning
agreenents to be reached with the specialized agencies
defining their respective areas of statistical activity ...
The coordi nation process is an operating function to be
performed by the Secretariat within the framewrk established
by recommendati ons of the Comm ssion.

"Initially, the Comm ssion contenpl ates the adoption of a
general plan which will recognize the primary statistica
interests of each specialized agency. The collection by the
latter of data in its primary field nust be w thout prejudice,
however, to the right of the United Nations to concern itself
wWth statistics in the same subject area so far as they may be
essential for its own purposes or for the instances, when the
data are basic to the work of several specialized agencies,
provi sion should be nade for their collection centrally by the
statistical unit of the Secretariat ... To facilitate
cooperative arrangenents anong the specialized agencies and
the Secretariat, the Conm ssion recommends the establishnent
of a Statistical Coordinating Commttee ..

"(c) Developnent of the central statistical services of
the Secretariat.

"It is inportant that there be one focal point for
statistical activities in the Secretariat. The Conmission is
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in accord with the recomendati ons of the Preparatory

Comm ssion that the statistical work of the constituent organs
of the United Nations be centralized in a statistical unit in

t he Departnent of Econom c Affairs, which would al so undert ake
work for the other Departnents of the Secretariat

"(d) Advising the organs of the United Nations on
general questions relating to the collection, interpretation
and di ssem nation of statistical information.

"This function inplies that the Statistical Conm ssion
w Il serve as a technical advisory body, not only to the
Econom ¢ and Social Council and the statistical unit of the
Secretariat, but also all organs of the United Nations

"(e) Pronoting the inprovenent of statistics and
statistical nethods generally.

"This function is very broad and shoul d cover adequately
any work which the Comm ssion may undertake through the
pronotion of uniform standards as to kinds of data to be
coll ected, the nethods of their collection, and their form of
presentation. This will be acconplished in part through the
work of comm ttees or sub-comm ssions to be designated for
particular fields as the needs arise. |Inprovenment will also
be acconplished through the current work of the Secretariat in
its dealings with national governnments on statistical matters.

It is essential that the Conmm ssion and the Secretariat play
an active role in pronoting continuously the adoption and use
of the nost valid and reliable statistics and statisti cal
methods ... To further this end, the Conm ssion recogni zes
the need to provide opportunities for ... education and
training in statistics.”




Annex ||

Menbership of the Statistical Conmm ssion 2001

Term expires on 31 Decenber

Argentina 2001
Australia 2001
Bot swana * 2001
Chi na 2003
Cote D Ivoire 2001
Czech Republic 2004
France 2004
Cer many 2001
G eece 2004
Hungary 2003
| cel and 2001
| ndi a 2004
Jamaica * 2004
Japan 2004
Mexi co 2004
Mor occo 2003
Paki st an 2003
Peru 2003
Romani a * 2003
Russi an Federati on 2001
Tuni si a 2001
Uganda 2003
Uni ted Ki ngdom 2004
United States of Anerica * 2003

* Oficers of the Commi ssion (conprising the Bureau) up to the

begi nning of the thirty-second session of the Conm ssion, 6-9 Mrch
2001. The representative of Japan ceased to be a nmenmber of the
Bureau on 26 COctober when Japan changed its representative.



