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Maldives

+143%

Cabo Verde

+143%

Comoros*

-27%

Sao Tome 
and Principe*

-25%

Mauritius

+27%

Singapore

+57%

Saint Lucia

-3%

Seychelles

+61%

Jamaica

+34%

Haiti

+163%

Guyana

+51%

Grenada

+17%

Dominican Republic

+24%

Dominica

0%

Cuba

+25%

Belize

+17%

Barbados

-2%

Bahamas

-12%

Antigua 
and Barbuda

+1%

Travel and tourism are service sectors that many SIDS economies rely on heavily. To illustrate the 
�uctuations that can occur in the tourism sector, the illustrations below include the percentage change 

of tourist arrivals at national borders in many SIDS economies, from 2005 to 2012. 

TOURIST ARRIVALS IN SIDS
Percentage change, 2005 - 2012

Saint Vincent
 and the Grenadines

-23%

Suriname

+49%

Trinidad 
and Tobago*

-13%

Fiji

+21%

Papua New Guinea*

+139%

Vanuatu

+74%

Timor-Leste

+314%

Solomon Islands

+167%

Samoa

+24%

Niue*

+118%

Tuvalu*

+9%

Saint Kitts and Nevis

-26%

Palau

+47%

 

Cook Islands

+39%

Tonga

+17%

Marshall Islands

-49%

* 2011 data

SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES (SIDS)

SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Image credits: Palm Tree designed by Paul Stevens from the thenounproject.com; Airplane icon made by Icons8 from
www.�aticon.com; Boat designed by Eric Benoit from the thenounproject.com.

Map image credits: All country outline maps (exceptions listed below) by Free Vector Maps at https://freevectormaps.com. 
The country outline maps for Saint Kitts and Nevis, Timor-Leste, Salomon Islands, Samoa, Palau, Niue, Marshall Islands, Tonga, 
CookIslands and Tuvalu based on OCHA/ReliefWeb location maps available at http://reliefweb.int/.        

Tourism arrivals at national borders (thousands) data for 2005 and 2012, provided by the World Tourism Organization is 
available in the United Nations World Statistics Pocketbook, Small Island Developing States (SIDS), available online at: 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/pocketbook/. This SIDS special issue of the World Statistics Pocketbook provides a compilation of 
basic social, economic and environmental indicators that together comprise a framework for assessing, in quantitative terms, 
each State’s current development situation. Its issuance coincides with the Third Conference on Small Island Developing 
States, held in Apia, Soma, 1-4 September 2014. 

Sources: United Nations (2014), World Statistics Pocketbook, Small Island Developing States (SIDS), New York.
United Nations/UN DESA (2014), Partnership Briefs for Small Island Developing States: Sustainable Economic 
Development, New York.

Created by the United Nations Statistics Division (http://unstats.un.org). Country and area maps for illustrative 
purposes only. The designations employed and the presentation of material in this infographic do not imply the expression of 
any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 


