The Country
profile on
Econom ¢ Census of Vi etnam

1. Hstory;

In Vietnam the Econom c Census were conducted two
times by the General Statistics Ofice (1995
&002). The Census investigated the activities of
both establishnments and enterprises in the whole
country.

The first and the second Census were conducted
under the decisions of Prine Mnister.

By the Statistical Law (issued 2003) the Econom cs

Census will be conducted for every five years, it
means that the next Census will be conducted in the
2007.

In this paper the brief of Economc Census 2002 is
present ed

2. The objectives of Econom c Census 2002:

- To nmake a list of economc units that can be
used as the main sanpling franme for various surveys
- To reveal the dissem nation of the establishnents
(pl ace of business) by adm nistrative units such as
conmune, district, province, and region and by

I ndustry, enploynent size etc, for various policies
of national and |ocal CGovernnents.

- To provide fundanental data on establishnents in
all provinces of the country

3. The coverage
The Census covered all establishnents in Vietnam
however excl uded sone kind of establishnments as
bel ow:
- Individual proprietorship establishnents in
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishery
- Forei gn Governnents and | nternational
Agenci es
- Establ i shnents cl osed tenporarily on the
date of the Census by



Any reason such as seasonal tine,
reconstruction...

4. Enuneration units

- Establishnent having one fixed | ocation and bei ng
operated at |east 3 nonths continuously or
periodi cal |y under single managenent.

- O which Establishnent is a institutional unit
engaged in one or predom nantly one kind of
econom c activity (production, service,

adm ni strative managenent and public service)

In other word, enuneration unit is a store, an
office, a factory, a hotel, a bank, a school, a
tenple.... (Including headquarter and branch)

5. The survey itens

Itens on the establishnent
There are 3 main groups of itens:
1. Goup of itens on identification of an
establ i shnent (nane, fax, email, telephone nunber,
address, type of |egal organization, sone
i nformati on on enpl oyer, kind of business

activities, turnover ...)
2. Goup of itens on enploynent (nunber of persons
engaged and their education |levels, sex)
3. Goup of itens on IT application (nunber of
conputers, website, LAN, internet used, nunber of
persons used conputers for their work)

Itens on the enterprise:
Besi de 3 groups above, there were sone other itens
such as:

- Foundation year, nunber of branches,

- G oup of itens on the result of operation
and financial results of enterprises (turnover,
revenue, expenditure, capital, and asset, tax paid,
contributing for state budget...) by industry

Al itens above were put in 4 kinds of
guesti onnaires:



1. Questionnaire for enterprise;

2. Questionaire for branches ;

3. Questionaire for non- profit establishnent;
4 Questionnaire for individual business

est abl i shnent .

6. Date of Census
The Census was taken as of : 1 July 2002

7. Method of survey

In general the enuneration units were divided into
two group. Goup 1 consisted of those which have a
statistical reporting and accounting system and
group 2 consisted of those which do not have a
statistical reporting and accounting system So
that two nethods of data collection were used.

For group 1: a self-conpleted was used for
enuneration It nmeans that the questionnaires were
distributed to establishnents by sending by post or
visiting by enunerators, and questionnaires were
filled by the establishnents

For group 2: an interview nethod was used

8. Publications and rel eased:

- For Econom c Census 2002, the pronpt result was
rel eased in the Novenber 2002
- The content of the pronpt result contained the
data on the nunber of all establishnents, the
per sons engaged by sex, by industry, by provinces.
- The final result was released in February 2004.
It was conpiled in three vol unes:
Volune 1: Results of Establishnment Census of

Vi et nam 2002- General result.

| t cont ai ned gener al I nformati on on al
establishnments with the detailed tables on nunber
of establishnents, nunber of enployees by type of
organi zati on, economc activity, scale and training
educati on or | evel s of pr of essi onal ; t he
distribution of establishments and |abour by
regi on, provi nce, city over t he country.



Additionlly it included information on the |IT
application such as nunber of conputers had been
usi ng, nunber of the persons using conputer for
their wor K, nunber of est abl i shrment s usi ng
I nternet, e-commerce, websites

Volune 2: Results of Establishnment Census of
Vi et nam Busi ness Establishnents. It contains the
tables with the information on the establishnents
such as enterprises and their branches; individual
busi ness units owned by one person or househol d

Volune 3: Results of Establishnment Census of
Vietnam Non profit Establishnments. It contains the
tables with the information on the establishnents
such as office, school , hospi t al , research
Institute, tenple,

In order to nake easy for users, the Cenera
Statistics Ofice has published CD ROV which
storing full content of the three above vol unes.
These products were provided to the policy nakers,
researchers and other wusers in the central and
| ocal provinces.

Now establishnent data were also stored in the
database of GSO in order to serve nore detailed
requi renents of the users

9. Sone limtations of Econom c Census 2002

- To get too nuch information through the Census to
produce various intergrated statistics, so that the
quality of the results of the Census tended to
deteriorate.

- The coverage and questionnaires of the Censuses
1995 and 2002 were different so that it was
difficult for conparing the data beetwen them

- There were sone problenms with the identification
of special cases such as the economc activities
without fix places (such as retail sellers in
streets, I ndi vi ual construction busi ness,
I ndi vidual transportation business, ....)



- The snmall|l establishnents often noved and changed
very fast so that it is difficult to map survey
areas and to build data base of establishnents

- The introduction of the result of Census was a
bi g weakness so that exploring detail data of the
Census were |imted

- The tinme for preparing the Census was too short
and the resources of persons and budget for the
Census were limted and the experiences on the
Econom ¢ Census was very poor

10. Concl usi ons

Economc Census is a big and inportant kind of
survey in statistics. It was conducted many tines
in the developed countries (likes Japan) but in
the Vietnam it was only conducted two tines. So
that it is wvery useful for Vietnam to be
participated in this workshop. W hope to |earn
nore experiences from other countries and to find
the answers for sone problens on this Census.

At the sane tine we would |like to take this
opportunity to thank UNSD and ot her rel ated persons
for providing the effective assistance to GSO of
Vi et nam



