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1. Do you agree that the Guidelines covers well the practical aspects and experiences of the 
integration of economic statistics? 

Yes  _____ ____  No  ___ ______  No comment  __________ 
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 These draft guidelines are valuable for ensuring consistency and coherence in Integrated Economic 
Statistics. The Guidelines covers well the aspects and experiences regarding Integrated Economic 
Statistics. However, some duplications are seen. Would you care to summarize it so that it would 
become more user-friendly? 
  

The concepts and definitions of “Integrated Economic Statistics” do not seem to be stated 
clearly. It should be presented more clearly and concretely in the introductory part. 
 
In explaining the concepts of “Integrated Economic Statistics”, it may be better to focus on the 
process of integration rather than the final form of the integration, because the final goals tend to 
differ from country to country, or in some cases, the final form may be determined through a 
trial-and-error process.  In this sense, it may be worthwhile to change the title of the guideline to 
“Integration of Economic Statistics” to place more emphasis on the process. 
 
It seems that there are several goals of “Integration”, such as to improve comparability of 
statistics through establishing common concept and definition;  to make production of economic 
statistics more efficient and effective through a better coordination of information-gathering; to 
reduce the burdens on the survey respondents;  and to achieve consistency of information 
sources.  Different countries may wish to choose to set different goals and adopt different 
approaches. 
For these reasons, in writing the country experiences, it may be better to provide an analysis of 
the current status and the contemplated solutions more clearly. 
 
Considering practicability, another possibility is to make priorities of important economic 
statistics or those of important statistical contents. 
 
Considering that the case studies are reference materials in certain situations, the notes 
about the diversities of the countries would be informative. 
 
2. Do you consider that the Guidelines takes due note of the difficulties faced by countries in 
the integrated collection, compilation and dissemination of economic statistics? 

Yes  _________  No  ___ ______  No comment  __________ 
 
Comment: 
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It seems that the major bottlenecks in achieving integration are the risk and the cost in 
connection with the transition from the older system to the new one. It is necessary to state not 
only the merits of the integration but also the precautions on the transition measures. For 
example, it is highly likely that discontinuities of statistics will appear at the time of transition.  
Users of statistics may be obliged to change their methods of estimation or analysis.  It would be 
appreciated if you could include more descriptions on how to overcome such difficulties 
regarding the transitions. 
 

 

 

 

3. Were there any aspects of integration which you feel have not been sufficiently well-
covered? 

Yes  ___ ______  No  __________  No comment  __________ 
 
Comment: 



While integration has so many advantages, it seems to be necessary to pay due precaution not to 
oversimplify the final set of statistics.  Redundancy in existing statistics is often problematic 
because it makes interpretation more difficult when the different data sets show contradicting 
pictures.  But such seemingly contradictory pictures often give some information for 
understanding the situation better.  If the information source is unified in the process of 
integration, utmost care has to be taken to ensure its completeness and accuracy, because the 
errors in the information source are likely to give systematic errors for the entire economic 
statistics. 
 
 

 
4. Do you find the case studies useful and practical? 

Yes  _________  No  __________  No comment  ____ _______ 
 
Comment: 
 

 
5. Would you like to make or seek any specific elaborations in Chapter 1 to Chapter 7 or in 
the Annexes? 
 
Yes  _________  No  ____ ______  No comment  __________ 
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