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As presently the only member of the Asma, South—West
‘ d1v151on participating in the 8th meeting of the u. N.
experts'group, I wish I could inform you of the,over-all,
divisional activitiescwhich have teken place within above-
mentloned part of the world since the 3rd Conference held

in Athens. Unfortunately, I am not able to fulflll thl°

task mainly because the invitation letter of the Secretariat

" was sent'to.me only a short time before’ the meeting, and

thus, I had neither the opportunity to.communicgte with my

distinguished-COMeaéue rof. Ganji, Chairman of our division,

nor to secutre Sirculars and other documents in due time.

In this connection, I think that a great many number of
exéerts have probably experlenced similar dlfflcultles in
'obtalnlng documents circulated either by the Chairman of the

; Expert Group or by the Secretarlat as a result of changes

o 1n individual addresses, retlrements, re—-appointments or

f”s1mply because of communication defficiencies. Therefore,
I suggest and propose that, in the future circulars and

-+ other documents should be sent not only to the d1v1s1ona1
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chairman, but to the responsible national authoripies as
well in order fo keep the experts well-informed.

" As to the efforts deployed in Turkey since the Athens
Cenferehce,,they have led to the following results: &

1~ The'mab at 1:1 million scale has been prepared in

eeccbrdance with the requirements outlined in the previous”

'~ conferences.The map, composed of three sheets in color,

is at present in print, and needs a‘final examination.

But, in any case, it will be available long before the next:
conferehce.

2- The compilation efEGazetteer of Geographieel names
has been initiated two years ago by the Natlonal Commlttee
:bon Standardlzatlon, and the work 1s well underway.

3= In the meantlme, a list of all administrative centers
in alphabetlcal order has been publlshed by the Turkish
Ministry of Interlor. The same Mlnlstry has also publlshed
another volume dealing with the changes officially made
with tespect te place names. | ! |

"4- A research team has been set up under.the supervision
of Mr. Erinc to deal with the problems of exonyms and names
Vbeydhﬁébhe Turkish Sovereignty:.We are aware of great
difficulties awaiting us in achieving a satisfactory result
in this field. Nevertheless, n view of the great importance
,gemurkey attaches to the subject,. welbeldieve-that iﬁamuSt be

tackled in anv ciose. Indaed, study of exonvms  and place names
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beybnd the Turkish boundaries, particularly south of Danube-
Savalline,his of primary importance for understanding cultural
heritage with the practical purpose of idéntifying ‘ther
piaces( the names of which have in some cases changed
several times in a;relativély’short périod,‘and as weil as
fbr enabling us to”evaluate historicaL documents and archive
records.

Therefore, it is needles to say, that we would g;eatly
appreCiate any help, suggestion and encouragement offered by
 the experts of our neighbquring countries in this very

specialvand extremely difficult field. - o



