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Mr. Caamirman,

One major tesk underteken by the Government of oy country af”ter Morocco
recovered its independence was the fulfilment of the national sovereirnty through °
a nurber of initietives eimed et regceining authentiecity in all arees of life of .
independent Morocco.

. Ve eppliegd this cardinel principle to reforn the topographic 1nst1tut10ns in
existence before the independence of iforoeco, In this connection our najor
concern at the outset wes to draw mops that responded to. our national interests

¥We glso exigeged particuler efforts in providing adequate staffing to ensure
& better functioning of our national topogrephic instltutionsg .

Wc also paicd great &itention tc the elimination of exonyms that were not
related to our history. Thus we undertool a work of consistent research to
change foreign nraes and restore our netionsl identity. In pr oceeding witli this
- task, ve relied s greet deel on the loroecan ecademic community as well as on
menbers of the Hetionalist Movement., We were also guided by the nunerous Royal
Decrees that estsbhshed the legelity of the new nanes,

Now, I would 111:e to give you e fev examples to illustraté . whet I have
Just seid. Thus Petit Jean become S8idi Kecem, Port Iyautey became Kenitra,
derchand becars Rormani, Louid Gentil became Youssoufis, Rio de Oro became
Dokhle, Cape Juby becamz Res k1 Ayoubi, Saint Jesn becene Loulsia, ete,

Other examples cen be found in the "Journal Officiel® of 13 August 197) and
6 August 1976.

Those were, ir. Cieirmen, some of the xr@e,uures initiated by ry Govemmnt
with regerd to the elirinstion of foreipgn conecepts and the restoration of the
Morocean geogrephic appelletions.



