Eighth Session of the United |  Vorking Paper No. 35
- Nations Group of Experts on ‘
Geogrephical Names

New York, 26 February « 9 Merch 1579
Agenda item Fo. lo{r)

PROBOSAL FOR A WORKING PROGRAMME AND
LAYOUT OF THE GITED NATIONS CONCISE
CAZETTITR OF THZ WORLD

(Submitted by the Duteh ond German Speaking Division)

Already two U.K. (:onferevncc.. en the Standardization of CGeographical Nemes,

1972 and 1977, have discusged the earmpilation of & U.N. Concise Gazetteer of
Geographical Nomec, but without eny precise stetement of size and format. There-
fore werk has not yet started. The ecovpilation, however, of such - U.N. Concise
Gazetteer would dbe 2 great mtep in the direction of the premction of the stands
. oydization of geogropkiesl mazes. It uvswld be o docummtation of the goal of

the U.N. Confercncet ond on evidente of the vork of the U.K. Group of Experts
o Gongraphical Nows. Mareover ﬁ: ovid ongwer the urgent need fer o proctical
mima) end work of refosence for the gx_neml public.

The U.N. Groawp of Experm should hositete no longer to start the compilation
of tha garatteer. It is not rmeccssory for the goazetteer in its first editiom to
be of volumindes eiza. The mmber of éntries should emsuntto no mpore than
15,000 names,  To glve &n exaegle, the folleoring mumber of entries wvould seem
apprupriste for the couwnidries montiencd bolen

Argentina 27
Balsiwm » 'y
Canada S 291
Eeusdar : 51
- Fronte 303
Irdonsoia 16
New Zealand 50
Ugonda 63
Upper Volts : 31
United Kingdam 381
Zeire , 6%

- The entries eheumld cm@;mme the folloving datas .

i!.) 'official n@me .
2) forper officied vowe, if th: naco hoe changed in the last
‘ 25 years '
{5) internationolly uced evomm of great impartence as

- croas rofevente -

) ecountry sthere the nemes entity ie gitunted

5) geogrophicsl enordinntes

i
i



‘2 ah‘

In the case of languages using von Rewsn script the names should be
given in the official tromscviption if on officlally adopted eysten exists.
In other cases an internaticnalldy widely used syster ghould be applied.

It is proposed to stard the vork fmpedietely, o a8 to enable ot least
gome of the countries to carry out the cumilation of names relating to their
respoctive terrltories for inciuzien in the U.F. Concise Gazetteer in the near
future. : - )

To corry out thie vorl it i advisoble to estoblich & special editorial
staff within the frewswork of the U.M. Grous of Experts.

Tae data to be farnich:d by the irdividuel countries theuld be eollected
end forwarded to th: editorisl stef? by the divisional chaiymen. €reuld s
country fall to furnlsh sueh putericl, it woulé be the dark of the divisional
chalruan to procure the respettive dmba.



