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Training Course in Toponvmy

_ With reference to the Draft Report of the Fifth Session of the U.N.Group of Experts
on Geographical Names,5-16 March,1973,page 6,par.Training Courscs,Dr.Blok and DT

Crmeling, authorised by the U.N.Working Group on Training Courses,to carry out ex=

ee—eieee - ploratory work sound the possibilities - of a Training Course-in the Netherlands
. ~ have jpleasure in reporting the following.

1.The NetherlandsHinistery of Foreign Affairs decided in November 1974 in principle
4o grant financial support to the plamned Training Course in Toponymy to be held

at the Internetionsl Imstitute for Aerial Survey and Eart Sciences(ITC),Enschede,

. Hetherlanés in the autumn 1975 or in the boginning of 1976. B

2.This decision means that the Wetherlands Government is willing to finance the

A .fravelfahd éccémddafioﬁ 6fA25¥56 étudentsvfrbm dcveioping'countrieé to ?articipate

T in this course ds was envisaged in Working Paper NMo.24 which was presented to the

iiee o .. ... above mentioned Fifth Session of the Group of Experis. .

~ 3eThe travel and accomodation costs of the international lecturers to be recruited
as plammed in March 1973,from the U.N.Group of Experts must be covered by other
bodies. ‘ - S ' ’ ,

S 3ofreliminary to its final decision to support the Training Course the Netherlands

o Government recommends the following points to be considered by the Working Group

on Training Courses

FelSelecction of particinating countries

It is recommended that the number of countries participating in the First

Training Courss on Toponymy be limited to 5-7=-,with 2-4 persons from ecach
country,if possible.This is to stimulate discussion and ensure the mutual

77777 consolation of participants during the course. -

In order to conform with iéé policy for developmont aid the Netherlands

Governnent rcecommends further concentrating upon the English speaking countries

in Africa such as Kenya,Malawi,Tanzania,Zambia togzther with the Asion

countries Sri Lanka and Bangla Desh to which Laos possibly could be added.

""""""" It is assumcd that,in these countriss,the shortage of trained personnel,the

urganey ofithe domoztic geographical names problem and the possibilities of

irmplemcntation and follow-up are closely related and comparable.



362 Selsction of Students _
~ The Fetherlands Government recormends seekiﬁg students whose educational
standards and experience correpond with the level of the course.Further,gusran-
tees should b= sought that the activities on returning home on completion of
the course will benefit from th: participant having followed the gourse.Finally
an effort should be made to ensure that no emplyees who have no functional ties
with or experience in the collection or processing of geographical names register
for the course, |
363 Folloi=up ‘ . O L
The Netherlands Government urgently stresses the fact that follow-up courses
brshould be hosted by other countries or 1ihguistic/gsographical diviéions,as
‘envisaged during the Fifth Session of the Group of Experts on Geographical Nanes
eendn 1973, 1; welcomes the intentions of Canada and of the Horden(Scandinavian)
countries to host a second and a third follow-up course as announced during the
Fifth-SessionaFinally,the Hetherlands Governmant etpres ses the hope that this
initiative eventually may lead to the establishmont of a toponymical treining

.
,
;
|

o

antre -of & permanent nature in one of the developing countriese—-- - -weom— o o

3ed4 Angessment of the Intsryest

To ensurc ths success of the Training Course the letherlands Government

" recommends ¥o the U.u.Jorklng Group on *ralnlnv Courses in Topoh&m&raﬁ&"ténthé

- DutcR organisation ecommittee that they investigete by means of a ecircular vhother
..or not the Mational Happing Agencies in the countries licsted in pare’de.i are

willing to glvc true prlorlty to the geographical nanmes nroblcm,and to U&rulCl~

Wpute in ths Tralnlng Course. The Dutch Governmbnt reauests to be informed eboutb
“the resulils of this souanding in order that they can instruct the Wetherlands
- Diplonatic ﬁepr@sentatives to inform the respeetive authoritics in the partici-
pating couniriesjin this way the best possible success of the Training Course

can be enm red.

fnunnorteura ok and Ormeling suggest 1o use the above recommendations ss & bacis
for discussion during the foricoming Sixth Session of the Group of Experis in
new York in Isrch 1975

"It secms thzt the long-awaited idea of a xrulnlng Course in Topohymy is within
-reachg - T IS

e - . Blok/Ormeling ..



