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| UM RXPERT GROUS ONGEOGRAPHICAL NAMES: CONCLUDES SEVENTEENTH SESSION

The fcllaw1ng ﬂommunlqué was lslued today by Unlted Natlons Group of
Experts on Gecgraphical Namss:

In pursuance of Economlc and Scc1al Council dec1s;on 1988/116 the United
Nations Secretary- General invited the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names to convene its Seve teenth Session at Headquarters from'

13 to 24 June. ’

The seseion was attended by 69 experts and cbservers from United Nations
Member States, representing 17 of the 21 geographical linguistic divigions of
the Group.

The Group was chaired by an expert from South Africa.

The Department for Development Support and Management Services of the
United Nations Secretariat provided Secretariat services for the Group, which
wag established some 30 years age and which comprises experts in cartography
and toponymy from United Nations Member States of the United Nations.

The standardization of geographical names ig crucial for effective
communication, as well as critical for questions of reaffirming traditional
culture as effective expressions of national identity and culture
{particularly as regards indigenocus peoples), education and training, tourism,
trade and commerce, trangportation, regional and environmental planning,
science and technology, ssarch and rescue operations, or merely normal
day-to-day orientation and communication between people.

The experts considered many questions, ranging from courses, seminars and
practical training in toponymy, to romanization systems and the reducticn of
the use of exonyms, that is traditional or conventional names.

One example illustrating the Group’s work was "Toponymic Guidelines for
Map and Other Editors". The document was described as among the most useful
products of the Group, since those guidelines ensble map editors ané other
editors worldwide to treat corrsctly the gecgraphical names of the countries
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which prepared the Guidelines. Hitherto, the-Ghidelines were published in the
second volumes (Technical Papers) of the reports of United Nations Conferences
eStandardlzatlon of Geographlcal Names afid: in the World Caxtography

<¢nsthe standardization

Tt 3 o

of geegraphlcal namest

During thée sesdién’ the experts discussed more than 80 documents preparad
on behalf of geographical/linguistic divisions and of countries. Special
atrtention was paid to changes in geographical names in countrieg where

dramatic changes i go errmEnt stlucture had taken’ place
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The Group advised countries to activate the preparatlon of national
1egie$ative documents.on.-therstandardization of‘geogréehical namsg and to
provide . the documents to the Group, to serve as models for those countrieg
which still do not have them. Also discussed was the creatlon of datab :
gaographical names and the compilation of naticnal catalogues of geographlcal“
names (gazetteers), as well as the dissemination of information to the public
atclarge. : e ;

The work of the experts at its. just concluded se551on was part of the
preparations for the 1997 Seventh United Nations Conference on tne'._' T
Standardization of eeographieaWzNames,.Dne of he goals of wblcn 18 to eneure
effective communication, With LEST
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