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*Report for %he !&elfth Session of the United Nations 
. 

Group of EipertS on Geographical Names . 
I ’ 

.~HA.rLAND~ - 
. 

,’ I : 

ROMANIZA!l'ION OF G&OGRAPHICAL NAMES ' 

* 
. 

A Modified General System on Romanizat5on of the Royal Institute 

ofThailand WQS adopted at the First United Nations Cqnference on Standard- . . .’ _ . 
ization of Geographical Names in ‘1367 for ~ntkaa~ional Use, ’ Geo.crMvhical . 

1 1 

._, 

and place names on lphai maps have beek,roma&ed in accordance with this. 
1 1 . 

s&&m. since then... 
: .,:. _‘...’ . ‘. . 

At, present, the Royal ‘Institute has I set up the CoFittee 
‘. _’ ; ‘.,/’ ,< 

-approved by the Government .on. the Re&s& of R&anization for the Tz~~izsli-” ._ 
. 

teration and Tran&ription~ .-‘Due to.the etisting romknization &tabl&hed :. 
._ ‘. ’ . : _-: ..,’ 

and determined by .the Royal In&z&e, which has been‘ used for more than. .. . ., ., : 
46 gears. . Since the increqsini application of the Transliteration of.Tha< . . . .’ _.:. : .- 
&aracters is .wi&el y required, L’e. the kz&cz$ption of gko&aphical &me, ..’ ,’ .- :. .- 
t&&n noutis &r fore&a &ead&, Lniere&znge Of tkleco7&&i~ca~ion d&a. I .) . * -‘, .: . 
requiring .%ch W-mark. a&racy. - :, “_ 

: l%e @zi+aed translkeration- kysteni is cqn- ‘.. -1: :. .: ;- _,,... -.- ‘~ . .- .“_ 
sidered unapproprkte since a’ ssngie -i&m* 1etter’;statis for many c&onants 1; .- . _.’ -1.: .:‘.’ .._‘ _ ‘._ 
and .vowels Cn Thai cuz&ng, ~&fui&Or&~~ ; k5.k. now ?i&&ary io be tie-k>- ’ -. ” i 1 ‘, ,‘- ., .:‘-. ,. I. I. ..’ _., .‘. ..: ._., ‘_ - -,:- ., ‘_.... 
aid imp$oved for worldwide. c@lication and be&g -us&d ,~&z~:viriixk f+di’.as ,..I -: 

: . . : . . . ./ . :, . : __/. _f _.* . :, : 2 ._-. : .. i 1: 
in ‘Geographkal Names, &ernational inf &ma&$ eztih&&,i %d’ ‘{theti.: 1: ‘..,:I_, ;i .:i ._ : -. ! : 
in~ernati&al commi&c&on and coopezkdn & ‘:wkili ) 

:,” ..i’ . . . . .,;:,;: i:, _ _. ~’ :, . -;’ 
-. .I.. : 1. Ho& filly,‘_ $ be-. -i ? - ,. . : * : ..- .:- - + 

a&omplCshed’ and, can. be subtitted to the’ nekt U&e< iYakons ’ ~onfe~enk on . 
.:: . . ‘. * _, ” ; _, -. ,, 

Stand&&a&o% of ‘Ge&rap7&&7~Names for ‘c&s&iex&~? &ad kzcce&a&e. ,. 
_, * 1 . .’ I : - ’ I. . .; 

‘. The &as&and -iec&st&y ior’.rev&on of ~Rom&&ation &ch&i i: 
1 s. ,... . - _.. I.. 

‘to p -pPq*: ::: .‘. .I‘: y- 1 
.,. . . . . . ..’ < 

. .- ._ _’ : .’ - , ;;...“‘.,,:,.. -:: . . . .A 
“‘. :,.’ ,*.‘$: . > . ..f 2 _: .’ , 

:.i: .:.. z .., ,’ -~’ ._ 
I : : . . , .<‘: : ,.:: ..I .“, . . ,_ : *I. *.:.y: .’ ._ . . :. ‘- .’ ; : , 1. ..’ .“, ,I: :: ‘_ ._. i . .I ._ :z. ,1 . ._ :- _,-,_ I . . . I . . ..‘(_‘. ,-- ._‘, ‘.. , ._ .\” : .: .* .,, -:- .* .‘.._ 

., - . _: ,‘-. _‘” ., . - : -_ y.,, :. - : . :‘. ,.,:. : ., .,: . . . 
,. ._ s “ ,. (’ *-. ~... 



Project of Upiatini the Trunstiteration and Tra&cript<on of * 
. 

Tha5 Characters into Roman Letters . 

Principle 
.~ . 

UpdQting the method of transliteration and Transcription 

of Thai characters into Roman for practicul-application. 

. 
Background ,. .’ 

The Royal &slit& of Thailand has created two standard 

..’ systems for. transliteration of Thai characters into Ronian letters : 
. . P ’ 

the General Sys&~a& the Precise System since 1939. In the Gen.eral 
- 

System,- the sound’of words iti indicated by Ron&n i!etteTF only and _ . 
. . .-, 

without any diacritical &rkCngs. .The &e&se System indicates tones 
2 ‘.’ 

and unpronounced lett’ers thus showing the derivation of t& t+ords, :’ ,: 
. . 

In the Precise System, there. is q-Roman equivalent for every Thai : ‘: . ,... ,“-I 
.- I’.,.... 

consonant and this system empioys’Pdiacr5ticcl m&s, many &? them 1 .- 
. . . 

being to&l rmulks.. 
. i 

: 1 ‘>.. -~; ., 

. The Ro@zl !@i Gov&&ent issued an offi& proclamationr .: . L’ : . . ‘_ 
on- March .6, 1939 adopting the Geneiat System-for use in the tins- . . .. 

-- literation of Thai characters ,into .R&zn letters. Gluier on, .& ... ‘.I 
._ . 

Sub-C&mitt&e oti’ Geographical Names 0;” ui 
‘r /~ 

,he Zoyal ;.Thai ‘&viy ,D&c&ment ‘.‘; .’ 
: . -. _ ., ,-. -. 

submitted. the pro&&d General -&stem for use <n, the &ansli$eration ’ ‘- ., .: ‘., ‘. .‘? _. I,‘ I..: :. :_ .’ _ _ . . : ; ! 
Of ge&raphical :@&’ within ‘$haiiand &. the :‘Fi&t U&ted: %ati&s tP 

‘_. 
: r :,I . . . ‘-.I.; (’ :. ., _:.. , : ’ ,.I*. 

I,. ., .’ . . . . 3’ ,y_ ‘... 
..Conference on Standard+a~on of.Geo~~~-~~~~t’Nrrmes h&ld in, Geneva; :‘. .‘. 

._I. :. .- : .I ( ‘_. . -a : 
S%&erland in 1963 .(Z;ld .thea Was .ipproGed.& &ernationaZ ~&steni’in* - 
, -; . , ..: + ..,. ;._ : _ -, -. ;’ :- I 

-transtCteratigg Tha6.. &raphicat it&s- -into. &an- lettexki“ ~ 1 - ‘., : 
‘: . . :.. , ._ :, ,. . - .- : : .I. ~ ,. 

,y.. _’ _, -‘I _ ,: : ,’ 1 : I’ 
-, ,- 

* _ :. ,. 
-- . 5 

.A 
,. 



Cause and Reason of ,Upda$-ing .L~-... 
? ‘, . 

. S%nce ‘the.Cncreasing appticat5on of transliteration of I ’ 

Thai char;irc$ers is’widely required, for example - tge .izranscr-iption 

of geographical names, common%ouns for fore&z reading, interexchange 
. . 

of tetecomnunication data*requiring much more accuracy. The General 
. 

System is constiered unappropriate’&ince a single Roman letter stands ..-- 
_. 

for many consonunts‘and vowels in Thai causing confusioit and eventhough.. 
: 

the Precise System indictites tones and unproiounced-Ze’tters showing 

the derivation of words, Ct shozkd;bk updated for worldwide application,- : 
_ . . . 

4 .. 
Furthermore,.. ihe IS0 ’ (Inte~~~onal’~Grgalliaation for . . ._. .~’ 

Standardization) assigned its Technical Committee tT& 46 -.L)ocumen- 

‘tation) to COCL~ out the standard$zat& for worldw@e use,, TC-46 
. . . . . 

has circulated- the Draft Inte&tional,Standurds to the-member countries .. 
- 

for revim and conone&. For Thailand; the Thai Indus%ricrl Standards . 

~nstitzite (TIsf),. the member body to the IS0 d5sap@oved i7z ‘principle)‘. .- 
_. I _ 

the Dralft. Zn~ernationaZ Standards. 
_. . 

I. Resolution adopted at the T& 46 .- ’ L . . 
I. . 

Meeting .appoin$ing Thaliland : i _ i ,_’ 
(the Royal ‘Ins$<tut& an~,.T&‘-; .to t~&g ; i :, ‘. 

. . .i . . ‘_ “.,I . . . . -- ,_. : :_  ̂
out the work b$ transEitemtion Of Thai &a.racte~~~into~ Rokan tetters I. ,:.: .. ’ ~ f . : _ * i- . . . . .̂  .,.. 

:  .  .  
* -  

’ .. .&or apprtival. id Inte&at&ti+@l E&~&s, ‘. :. ‘., 
’ ^ 

._ _. 

1 : I . _ _ I ; ,. _. 
_, .‘7‘ ‘.. . ; . .._ 1; .I . 

Procedure 
-;, y : .,. I . .. 

1 ‘1, ‘.;:, ., ; I. :‘.- i : ‘. > : . . I 
._. ‘_, : 

: . . . - : I * . . . ). -.,. ‘_ : . ‘. . .:;, ,- ” 
1. An ad Boc Conmkittee -is d&t tip as .’ ir Tetihnical ‘-Con&tee ‘::‘, ’ Y: 

-. ,: “_ 

for. r/pdat$ng the tram&t&it 
I. : _: 

.̂ 
” : ..:, 

. . 
,, _. . 

; ~ _. 
,._ -. -‘.,- ,‘I. 

1.. 

f . . . . .” 
; .‘_ 2. . The fimt ~&ak&.ird~ would-be .sub&it.ted ~o~&O.~for~appr~tiizl i ., .’ ;-. _~ ._ ~ I ‘. . . ., . _. : . -.., .:y . . :... “’ 

. ‘and aicepttince as, ~Inte2kat&aZ Stan&r&, 1. i 
. . : .._’ 

: 1 . . ..a.’ 
,.’ : * 

: ,’ ,_ y 
_’ r’ . .*L :: __. .,,. .;: .;. ‘: . . _” -,. 

.‘) ‘,.?-. _. 1’. 
Co?lctus-%on ’ “ “.I 1. : , 2 -,; x :: my.-;:,. .y: :;: ,_, .’ :,;’ ,-I~- t,. 

” .- ,._ ,_-. ,... ., .: ._ * ,, 
: The contpk commitment of’-jr&tin&o&l. &a&&is~w511 ‘be-..’ .:‘...“. ‘1. 

. . . .- 
world&de usefut in cipptication. -: _, . ’ T ! . 

> : . -. * _‘. . _ . ----A----,.-m-o- . 
. . _ 


