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  Reversibility of romanization systems  
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  Summary*** 
 

 The report relates to the problems of reversibility of romanization systems. A 
proposal is made to measure the reversibility of romanization systems by counting 
the graphemes of the source script and calculating the percentage of graphemes 
romanized unambiguously. Individual romanization systems are assessed on the 
basis of that methodology. No systems are found to be fully reversible, meaning that 
any rate of reversibility over 90 per cent must be considered to be very good. 
Consequently, the reversibility of romanization systems can be only recommended 
and not made mandatory.  
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