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  Draft resolution on names of a commercial nature 
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  Summary*** 
 

 The commercialization of toponymy is an increasingly common practice. 
Whether the names are associated with trademarks or companies that buy the right 
to name a place, commercial and promotional practices are a threat to toponymy. 

 A number of toponymic authorities around the world already have criteria or 
standards in place to limit the use of trademarked names in toponymy. It would be 
appropriate to adopt a resolution aimed at discouraging the use of toponyms for 
commercial purposes and the various practices used to commercialize geographical 
names at the Tenth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of 
Geographical Names. 
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