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ontstaan
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Letter families
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Variation within type: 
boldness
grey value
size
spacing
shape
illustratie uit leerboek
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Problems with type on 
maps: (see OH)
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Functions of map type

� To address/name

� To refer to/reference

� To indicate size of objects

� To indicate nature of object

� To indicate (relative) importance of 

objects

� To assist in finding named objects
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Lettergrootte-matrix
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Problem letters

c o

v u

a  d
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Kwalitatieve+ 
kwantitatieve variabelen
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Afwijkens schrift voor 
zuivere generics
illustratie nodig uit kaart
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Map lettering 
preference> Spiess
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Requirements to map 
lettering:

� Unambiguity

� Indicating an object’s size

� Preventing confusion between 

point symbols

� Not disturbing patterns

� Not disturbing readibility of other 

names
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Times Roman all, 
countries, metropoles
and sea capital



06/12/2010
8th UN Conf Stand Geographical 

Names
15

Univers all, countries, 
metropoles and sea 
capital
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Countries Times Roman 
capital, remainder 
Univers; sea and 
metropoles capital
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Times Roman all, 
hydrography italics, 
Countries and sea 
capital
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Univers all, hydrography
italics, country and sea 
capital
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Countries Times Roman 
capital, hydrography 
univers italics, sea 
Capital, rest univers
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Univers all, countries 
and sea capital, 
hydrography blue and 
italic
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Times Roman all, 
countries and sea 
capital, hydrography
blue and italic
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Countries Times Roman 
Capital, hydrography
blue Univers italics, sea 
capital, rest univers
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Times Roman all; 
countries, sea and 
metropoles capital, all 
same size
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Univers all, countries, 
sea and metropoles 
capital; all same size
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Countries Times Roman 
capitak, rest Univers , 
sea capital; all same 
size
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Countries Times Roman 
capital, rest Univers; 
hydrography blue, all 
same size
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Example of bad name 
placement
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Turkije
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Rendering of generics only
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Rendering of generics only
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concordnce
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Some Rules

for Text Placement in Maps

Names must not overlap each other.

Blue Mountains
Oldtown

Longriver
Blue Mountains

Oldtown

Longriver
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Text should not obscur

relevant map information.

Longriver Longriver
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Name placement at point objects

Oldtown
best position: upper right

worst position: centre below

Oldtown



06/12/2010
8th UN Conf Stand Geographical 

Names
41

Name placement at line objects:

parallel to the object
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Name placement at area objects:

Follow the size and extension

of the object
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Automatic name placement:

Success depends on density of text.

50% to 90% may be solved automatic.

Nice maps always require manual 

processing.

Feature coordinates

Gazetteer, GIS:

True Position

Oldtown

Map: in addition:

Text Position


