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Introduction:

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is located south west Asia between the latitudes of
29 11 - 33 22 North equator, and longitudes of 34 59 - 39 19 east Greenish line, its
area is 89287km?2 (34474miles2).
Naturally, Jordan is divided into three characterized types expands from North to
South which are: Trench (Aghwar), Heights, and desert (Jordanian Badya ):
1- Jordan Trench (Al Aghwar) : expands from northern west side of Jordan to
extreme southern west side (‘Aqaba Gulf) and it is divided into three sections:

a. Jordan River Ghawr: it is surrounded by Jordan River west and heights

east, it is used for agriculture and completely inhabited.

b. Dead Sea: It is the lowest spot all over the world (416m below the sea
level), there are many tourist establishments on its northern east side in
addition to some centers in the eastern and southern side.

c. Wadi ‘Araba: it’s length about 170km and it has some inhabited
gatherings.

2- Heights: Expands from north Jordan to South, and it is considered the most
important areas in Jordan where most of Jordan population live. It is provided
with the suitable natural circumstances of climate and soil, also it includes the
main economic activity. It’s height about 400-1000m from sea level then it
became more towards south to reach 1854m in ’'Um Ad Dami then Jabal Ram
(1754m). The largest width is (50m). The buildings concentration and
economic activity decrease in south areas.

3- Jordanian Badya: It forms most Jordan’s area (75%) and due to its natural

circumstances, it almost doesn’t have buildings or inhabitants. Who watch
topographic maps of Jordan or the geographical names index immediately
notice the concentration of names in heights, then in ukhdtd and Aghwar and

rarely in Jordanian Badya.

Administrative Divisions in Jordan (2000) :

Jordan is divided into (12) Governorates (Muhafadha ), each one includes

many districts and sub-districts, (48) districts (Liwa’) and (38) sub-districts (Qada’ ) .



Definition of inhabited gathering:

The name of any permanent inhabited gathering regardless of size and the life

style.

Definition of Repeated Name:

Repetition in this field means to mention the same name more than once
within a geographic unit (administrative division, state, continent, world... ext.).
In this paper we mean the repeated name more than once in the names of inhabited
gatherings in Jordan (either repetition was mentioned in the full name or in syllable of

compound name). In this field, compound names started with; Umm, Abu, ‘Ayn,

Bayt, Dayr, Khirbat were not mentioned.

Division of Repeated names :

Repeated names can be divided according to the following:
Syllables of the Name: one syllable, two syllables or more.

b. Repetition Nature : Partial repetition, full repetition
C. Geographic Area or Administrative division: Continent, State, district, Sub-

district ..... ext.

Reasons of repeating inhabited gatherings names in Jordan:-

Reasons of repeated Name of syllable of it in Jordan are many such as:

I- To name a new inhabited gathering or changing inappropriate name after a
certain person.

2- Expanding of already existed inhabited gathering in areas that are not directly
connected with the old one, so the new one takes the original name (the old
one) adding an adjective such as: new (jadida), eastern (sharqiyya), upper
(‘ulya), middle (Wust a)...ext.

3- Family bond of close gatherings inhabitants which opens the way in front of

repeated and compound name in these gatherings.



4- Disappearance or destruction of inhabited gathering completely or partially
(for natural or human reasons ... ext.) and the devotion of its inhabitants and
their different connections make them construct a new one in the same place
or near it and rarely far away.

5- Struggle of tribes on the name with expansion in inhabited area so to give the
inhabited gathering a compound name keeping the first name and changing

one or all the syllables of the name.

Disadvantages of repeated names for inhabited gatherings:-

Repeating names specially within a small administrative division creates many

problems in different dealings related with individual or the state.

Repeated Names of inhabited centers In Jordan

Repeated names of inhabited gatherings according to accredited official
administrative divisions are (62) names were repeated in (165) names of inhabited

gatherings. See table (1)

Recommendations:

1- To reduce —as possible- the repeated names.
2- To change the repeated names (of one word) of inhabited centers.

3- To avoid naming inhabited centers after names of tribes.



Table (1)

Lradlgd) Aia ) Astaal) A5 <) plandil Ciis
Repeated Names of inhabited centers in Jordan

SN S Ha o ) il & a2
No. of Repeated Name

Repeated names uSal) au)

2 Abl Az Zighan s s
2 Abl As Ss il sl
2 Irhab )
3 Irinba )
2 Al Azraq Sy
2 Al Ashrafiyya g ,5Y)
2 Umm Njasa dalai o
4 Umm Rummana Lla ol
2 Umm Shujayra 8undi ol
2 Umm Al ‘Amad eall o
2 Umm Qasir sl
2 Umm An Na‘ am alall Al
2 Umm Al Yangbi ¢ asbidl ol
2 I dUn O
2 Al Basliyya Adulill
2 Al Bag‘ a dadyll
2 Al Baqi ¢ il
3 Buwida Ay 5
3 Baylida a5
2 Al Jadida a4l
2 Al Jarba’ sl
2 Al Hamdiyya 4adall
2 Hitiyya b
2 Hiwwara )l
2 Hufa U s
4 Al Khaldiyya Aallad)
2 Al Khashshafiyya 4sdliall
2 Dugara 3 85
2 Dayr As Smadiyyaialeall no
4 Al Rashdiyya 4l )l
2 Ar Rama Al M)
2 Rujm Ash Shami <Ll as )
2 Rahma des
2 Ar Rashadiyya 4oL
13 Ar Rawda 4y )l
2 Az Za* tara 8 yie )l
2 Az Za* tari g e N




Az Zahra’ ;\)A)'l\

4

3 Az Zaytlina 4 55l
2 As Sakhina Al
2 Sama e
2 Ash Shiina 45l
3 As Salihiyya dallall
2 At Tiwal J skl
3 At Tayyba dylall
6 Alya e
3 Al Amiriyya 4 palall
2 Al “Abdaliyya R
2 Al ‘Adasiyya sl
8 Al Faysaliyya Al
2 Gharandal Jai e
2 Al Q3simiyya Al
2 Al Karama 4wl S
3 Al Manara 3 )
2 Al M’aminiyya 4 galall
3 Al Mabrika A5l
2 Al Muhammadiyya 4l
2 Al Margha i all
2 Al Mazar D)l
2 Al Masarra 3 _pusall
3 Al Mushrifa 48 )
4
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