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Since the Fifth United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names in 1987 the
work carried out by the countries of Norden
Division has mainly fecussed om the national
programs of the national onomastic, cartographic,
and geographic institutions of the countries concer-
ned. The reviews and resulis of the work are
discussed in detail in the national reports of the
individual countries. Some information from Den-
mark and Iceland is included in this report.

Nordic and Nordic-Baltic meetings. - Regular
contacts of experts on onomastics and linguistics,
as well as on cartography, and geography are a
tradition within the Nordic countries. Perhaps this
is the reason that the Norden Division has had
formal meetings only infrequently. Since the 5th
U.N. Conference on the Siandardization of
Geographical Names in 1987 the Norden Division
has met once, on April 10-11, 1989 in Givle,
Sweden. This meeting was attended by 14 pars-
ticipants from Denmark, Finland, Norway, and
Sweden. The items discussed were the following:
1. coliaboration to ensure uniformity on maps and
charts,
2. problems on the usage of Sdmi (Lappish)
orthography when computerizing names,
3. the status of the ioponymic data bases in the
Neordic countries.

The next divisional meeting was held in Helsinki,
Finland, on 13 March 1992. It was atiended by 22
experts from Denmark, Finland, Norway, and
Sweden, including representatives for Swedish
speakers in Finland, the North Sami people, and
Finnish speakers in Norway. The meeting can also
be called historical one because onc of the new
member countries of United Nations, Estonia, sent
an observer to it.

The following issues were discussed:

1. the tasks befors the Sixth UN Conference on
the Standardization of Geographical Names,

2, the reduction of conventional names (exonyms),

3. the stability and instability in the usage of the
Romanization systems accepted at UN conferen-
ces in 1972, 1977, 1987,

4. the status of the geographical names used by
the national minorities in Nordic countries,

5. how to improve the implementation of recom
mendations of UNGEGN ip internal institutions,
and,

6. the problems regarding reliable information
about name changes and new names in foreign
countries.
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Resolutions made by the divisional mecting:

1. Since Ms. E. M. Nérhi from Finland desired
to withdraw from the chairmanship, and the
experts from Denmark considered it difficult to
assume the position at the time, it was decided
that the chairmanship of the Division wouild
rotate to Norway: Mr. B. Helleland will act as
the chairman from the beginning of the year
1993,

2. An ad hoc group of experts from each Nordic
couniry was established for discussion of a
common policy on how the usage of exonyms
(national conventional names) could be reduced
in accordance with the recommendations of the
UN Conferences (I1 28, 29, Iii 18, 19, IV
20).

A representative from Finland participated as am
cbserver in the meeting arranged by the Estonian
Language Office 7-8 May 1992 in Tailinn. The
institutions on onomastics and cartography in the
Baltic couniries, Estomia, Latvia, and Lithuania,
were asked by the Estonian Language Office to
send their experts to the regional meeting on the
standardization and use of geographical names in
the Baltic states. This exiraordinarily rewarding
meeting was intended as a start for working with
UNGEGN. Each of three countries expressed
strongly their national needs for cooperation on the
standardization of geographical names both with
other countries and UNGEGN.

Nordic prejects. - The Nordic countries are
preparing a joint database of names in their area.
it is based upon a 1:2 000 000 scale map.

The list of country names in Danish, Finnish,
Norwegian, and Swedish with the corresponding
derivatives used to designate their inhabitants is
being updated and will be published by the Nordic
Language Board in the mear future.

National standardization, names authorities,
gazetteers in Denmark

Cooperation with Danmarks Siatistik (Denmark
Statistical Bureau) and Geodztisk Institut (The
Geodetic Institute), which, foliowing its amalgama-
tion with Sokortarkivet (the Hydrographic Depart-
ment) and Matrikeldirekioratet (the Land Registry
Office) has changed it name o Kom- og
Matrikelstyreisen (the National Survey and
Cadastre), has been intensified since 1987. This
increased cooperation means that the names of
. municipalitics and parishes etc. will heaceforth
appear with upiform spelling in the publications of
the Institutes.
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The Place-name Committee currently treats matters
concerning orthography, alterations in place-names,
and authorization of names. The general public
takes a great interest in place-names, in particular,
the problem of writing the Scandinavian letter 4 as
aa, as well as the difficuities presented by the
letters = and @ will be discussed before the Com-
mon Market in 1992.

The authority to authorize the orthographical forms
of names remains with the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs to which the Place-Name Committee recom-
mends alterations.

The authorized lists Fortegnelse over stednavne i
amterna est for Lillebzlt and Fortegnelse over
stednavpe i amiterne vesi for Liliebzlt bave been
stored on magnetic iapes and installed on the large
computer systemm of the National Survey and
Cadastre/Denmark. This means that it is now
possible to compare the authorized names with the
names in the National Survey and Cadastre
database Stednavneoplysminger (i.c. the names with
all available topographic information). The lists are
continuously updated, and the lists of corrections
are given 0 the institutions particularly affected by
this. For the time being, the Place-name Committee
is not planning any new edition of the two lists,
but it will be possible to exiract lists containing all
possible topographic information from the database
in the National Survey and Cadastre.

In Denmark ail newly published maps observe the
UN recommendations and the transliteration system
adopted in Monireal 1987.

Toponymic data files of Iceland

The production of a gereral computerized register
of place names is in progress in Iceland,

Addresses
Denmark

Institut for Navneforskniang
Njalsgade 80

DK-2300 KOBENHAYN S
DENMARK .

Finland

KKTK-NT
Sorndisten rantatie 25
SF-00500 HELSINKI
FINLAND
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Karttakeskus
Opastinsilta 12
SF-00520 HELSINKI
FINLAND

Maanmittaushallitus
Karttaosasto

PL 84

SF-00521 HELSINKI
FINLAND )

Merenkulkuhallitus
Merikartiaosasto

PL 158

SF-00i141 HELSINKI

FINLAND
Iceland

Ornefnastofnun pjédminjasafns
Sudurgétu 41

1S-101 REYKJAVIK
ISLAND

Norway

Avdeling for namnegransking
Postboks 1011 Blindern
N-0315 OSLO

NORWAY

Samisk institutt
N-9520 KAUTOKEINO
NORWAY

Statens kartverk
N-3500 HONEFOSS
NORWAY

Sweden

Lantma'iterive_r_ket
8-301 82 GAVLE
SVERIGE

Ortnamnsarkivet i Uppsala
Box 2041
§$-75002 UPPSALA

SVERIGE



