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' ORIGINAL: ENGLISE

' FEPOR® OF THE AD HOC GROUP OF EXPERTS ON
GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES ON ITS SECOND SESSION
~ from 10 to 20 March 1970

o . |
" Terme of reference

1. The Ad_Yoe Group of Experbe on Geogmphical Names vas 1nv:|.ted by the
Secrete.ry-ueneral, in pursunnce of Ecooomic end socie.l Council resolution 7
1314 (XIIV), to convens its eecond session at United Nations Headquarters from

- 10 to 2C March 1970. The first session of the Group had been held at Geneva,
on 22 Scplerber 1967. ‘The Group considered the desirability of hLolding a second
United Netlons: conrerence on the etandazvdizetion of geog*aphical names an:l ,' '

E speciﬁc ratters re.;erred to 1t by the United Nations Conference on the
Btenlardiz c.tion oz Gaographicnl Names whi.ch was held nt Geneva in 8ep+ember 1967.

. 'Attendance. : ) 7
2. The scesion was attended by twenty-five experts, repreeenting tuclve of the
fourteen major linguistic/geogrephical'divia!.onsl of the world as defined at the o
Geneva Confe*ence. A list of the experts is given in annex I. :

3. )k" Erik O. Dahle, Chief of the Cartography Section, acted as , the Executive
Secretary end 1\1" Chris K. Christopher ‘served as the Secretary for the Group..

*

l/ During the course of the ,meeti:ng, it was agreed that the word "d.lvision
- ‘should replace the word “region". U%ted Nations Conference on the
OlLe

Standardisation of Geographical Namee, ort of the Conference, ‘
Wnﬂeﬁ Ra.ﬂons piS'ﬁeatIon, Sales ﬁo §7 s p ,

o100 IR e e



Opening of the eeeeion

h, 'J.‘he Acting Asaietent Director of the Beeourceo and Treneport Division B
‘ opened the eeeeion on behelt of the Under-Secretary-Generel or the Depsrtment : o
. of Economic and Soctal Affeire. S e S e S e

Adoption of the ruleo of procedure

, 5.»,} The Group adopted as 'its rules of procedure those of the cheve Conrenence,-/
' uith the fouowing modiricatione: LT T
" Rule 1. Each pa'"ticipant »‘call participete as en expert mther than as a
Sy represcntative of & State. - - ~ SRR
- -~Ru...os E-J‘.These rules were not epplicebie, crcdentir.le not 'being req,uired
R eiuce the experto wére invited rather than appointed. o
- Rae 6. “The orficere eleched at ‘the Geneva Coni‘erence ehall function
e ."'until the ‘next conference. ' e S T
Fule 24, Dcoieione shall be made either by e coneensue of the Group or
by a m.ority vote of the divieions rather than by a ma,,ority '
of the cxperte preeent. : - BN QR
Rule 26. Roll-cell votes, i required, ehall be taken beginning w..th the SEE
‘ n divieion whose name is dreun by 1ot by the Chaiman. e

Officers of tb- eecond ecseion

© 6., The oi’ficc T8 et the ‘second eeeeion were thoee elected et Geneva' C

Cholrran: i_'vDr. Meredith F. Bu.rrill RN T S ey E
'y_ice-mxe.irmn':‘_f-» Mr. AM. Komkov ' P : e
Repporteur: - Mr. F. Nédélec

:')f,{fff;;Mceers. Loxton, Geelen and Pege vere appointed by the
e Cheimn as eeeietente to the Rapporteur. e :

._./ Ibid., para. 5.
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'Adoption of the ‘Eﬂ“h BT

. 7Q' ’.Ehe Group adopted es its. cgenda the proviaional agenda circulated vith tbe o
- letter or invitation (see annex II) ' ' '

.Aima K functions and modue operandi

8 By Economic cnd Social council resolution 1314 (xLIv), the Ad Hoc Group
'*»cr Experba vas charged with providing for continuous co-ozﬂination and liaison:
emong. countries to rurther the standardization of 5eographical names and to
:cncourage the formntion and thc work of linguietic/geographical divisions.

9. In o:'df~r %o carry out its work and ‘to achieve the reeults rcquired, on both

the national and internationsal level aa epeciﬁed in the resolutione adcpted et

the Geneva Ccntcrence,z’-/ the linguietic/geographical diviaions as derined in
the rerort of that COnrerence will continue to exiat and the Ad Hoc Group oi’
- Experts will encoumge end aupport mcetings tc be held within each oi‘ the ‘

’ divisions.

‘ '.'10 'I.‘he fourteen maior linguistic/geographical divisions ‘of the world as :
defined at Gencva in 1967 end subsequently modified by the A4 Hoc Ho" Group are as
,’é‘followe' : . o . :
“ 1. i;'United Statee of America and Cana.da :
: 2.1 * Latin- Arnericn _ |
' 5. | United Kingdom Group o
k. Duteh anﬂ German-speaking Group
s, #-"Norden “ - S
6. - Romance langa.eges area, other than Latin America SR
T Europe East Central and South-East j
8. Union of: Soviet Boclalist Republics
9. Arabile
10, Asia Scuthwcst, othcr than Arebic T et i
11, «HIndien Group = A N SR S L
12, Asia South-ea.st ' - ) SN B
"]‘.3.4‘ Asia Fast
14, Africa South of the sahara

2/ .IMF, PP-79‘-‘11_5>.~‘ S | ., ) '
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11. A country not already a member of a division will decide for itself to
which division it wishes to belong. A country may also participate in the .

activities of divisions other than its own, provided the total number of
countries and the nature of their participation are not such as to change the

_linguistic/keogrnphieal cheracter of the division.

12. The Ad Ad Hoe Group of Experts is composed of one representative from each

~ aiviston. Countries within each division will select, by methods of their

own choosing, an expert to represent the ‘division at meetinga of the Ad Hoc

" Group of Esperts am to speak, when required to do so, on behalf of the

divieion as a whole at United Nations conferences on the standerdization of

,geographieal names As an interim measure, the orficers of the present ég_ggg
f_'Group of Experta will oontinue to function until replaced by election.‘

'13. The appointed expert will be responsible for ensuring that the work of the

ZAd Hoe Group of Experte and 1ts potential for technical aasiatance are brought 1

to the a*tention of the individual nationa within his divieion and for reporting .

to the United Nntiona any special problems within his division. ‘ SEI :
idlh. .Goveruments mny appoint national experts to attend meetinge of the gg_ggg'd

Group of Experte on the understanding that the said national experts will have _

‘the rdght of volice ‘and that their attendance will be co-ordinated with the

expert who repreaenta the divieion ian question and who will vote on behalf of
the division. ~ - »

“15. The Ad Hoc Group of Experts will elect the following officera- a»chairman, ”

e Vice-Chairman and a Rapporteur. : S :

16. The elections will be held et the termination of the United Nationa
conference on the. atandardization of geographicel nemes . The officers will
sexrve until their suoceaeora ‘are elected at the next ‘conference. The Cartography
Section of the United Nations will provide the eecretariat for the Group. ‘
17. In the abeenoe of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman will ‘assume the office

of Chairman. In the absence of the Vice-ﬂrairman or the’ Rapporteur, the

Chairman will appoint persons to eomplete the unexpired portion of their terma

of office. . R -
18. The Ad Hoc Group of Experts will meet Just before and immediately after
each United Natione conference on the standardization or geographical names in
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the place where the conference is to be heid' the Group will meet at least one '
‘Yeer in sdvence of each such conference in order to make prepam..icns for the
Aconference, at times other than those mentioned above, meeticgs or the A3 Hoc
Grodp of Experts may. be ‘specially convened. . ,
'19. Persons with: npoci.al knowledge of particular aspects of the standardization _
of geogrephical nam:c may be invited to place before the A4 Hoc Group of Experta
their specialized knowledge. :

20. During the meetings of the Ad Hoe Group of Experta, special vorking groups
mey be appointed to deal wi.th _particular issues. Upon completion of the
‘eppointed task, the working group will be automatically disbanded unleno
~especiaily directed %o remcin in being. o D

2l. Dletweesn meetings of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts, working groups of
epecialiats may be tomed under the chaimnship of ohe of the national exper‘bs
to study par"icular pro'blems. Such groups will ouly be formed with the aprroval
of the 41 Hoc Group of Fxperta. 'Iheir conclusions and recomemationa will »
require s n:,mvm. by the 44 Hoc Group of Experts before eubmisaion to t‘:e

Uulted liztlons conferences on the ntandardiznbion of geographicr.l nemes i’or

' ’ﬁnal acceptance. . *

22. The working lancuagea of the United Natious selected for the conduct ‘of
”'buaineae (‘.uring the meetinga of the Ad Ad Hoc Group of Experts will depend upon

the nature of the repr\.sarxtation and the facilities available at the tine.

23. The Ad Jozo Group of Experts will maintela cowrunication among themselves
and will render a- report of their main ectivities semi-annually to the
Cartogra'\hy Section of the United Nations and to the members and officeru of

the Group. o ‘ : :

24, Apart f£rom comunication through rormal channela experts represen*ing :

) divisions and also national representatives will be notified by informal means ‘
of the transactions, programmes and requirements of the Ad Hoc Hoc Group of Experts.,
25. The Ad Hoc Group of Experts will encourage countries to aupply intormation
to other nations within or outside their rsspective divisions and aleo to the .
United Nations Cartogfaphy Section, | ) |
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Activities of the Group of Bxperts endfof'its Chairman

5,,25 “The Cheirman reported on'the results of the Economic and Sociel Couneil
meeting of 18 May 1968 at which the Genevs Conference reeolutions for d
permanent conmittee and the holding of a gecond conference were considered.;
'Unfortunately, it was not poasible to establish a new body, such es the
'permnnent committee, Hor to meke any financial commitments oving to lack of
~~funds. waever, the Economic and Sociel Council bed invited the Ad Ho Hoc Group
of Experts already establiahed at the Conference to carry out the functions
proposed for the pﬂrmanent committee ‘end had requested the- Secretary-General
to consult with the AI Hoc Group of Experts cn the holding of a second
conference on the stendardiza -on of geographical names. During the Council
‘v‘session, members had taken note of the excellent attendance at the Geneva
EVConterence and the high porcentage of participants who were technicsl people,»
’and it had been stated that the obvious success of the Conference was 8 very |
strong argument to continue the Ad Hoc Group of E:perts and its proglammes.

-

. 27. At ihe first ‘sesefon of the Group of Experts at Geneva, moet of those who‘

 had expressed interest in serving as experts had said that they ‘wonld have to
have ‘the conscnt of their Governments inasmuch as the expenses of attending :
the meetings would have to be borne by their Governments. ~Few" of them
vsubsequently provided inrormation on that point and therefore the composition
- of the Group ‘hed not been established. It was further not feaeible to
implement the nuggestion recorded in the repor* of the Geneva Conferencegf
that the countries should select the expert to represent ‘the division, and it
-vwas declided that any country wishing to send an expert to the meetings should
ve free to do 80. Bince the final composition of the proposed permanenf
’Acommittee had been referred to the Group of Experts, it had not ‘been. considered
~ essential to resOIVe the problem in advance. ' ‘ :
28, The Cheirman had attended two international conferences dnring 1968° the
First Central American Regional Meeting on the Standardization of Geographical
kﬂames held 1in’ Guatemala in October, and the Internstionsl Geographical Congress
;held at New Delhi,_Indie, in- Decedber, and at both Conferences he hed reported

1

4 md., pe 7. B
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fon the reeulte and resolutions of the Conrerence at Ceneva._ At the Guatemala
jmeouing, he hud preeented ) paper entitled "International aspects of geographical B
 nele standardization”, end et New Delhi he had presented one entitled |
. "Internaticnal geographical namee atandard'zation, 1967 Couference®.
29, En route to amd from New Delbi in 1968, the Chairman had vislted
geograpaical neuwes apecialiats at ‘Athens, Ankara, Beirut, Jerusalem, Manila,

- Nicosio, Taipei and okyo.' It had become apparent that communications from

“the United Nationa were not always getting through to the’ people’ intereated in
‘names, and that additional channels vere necessary. It was also evident that
people werc eincerely trying to lmplement the resolutions of the Geneva
_Conference., 4 . S : . ,

30. In September 1969, Pr. Burrill attended the tenth Inuernatione.l Ccngreas N
of Onomantic Sciencea at Vienna in his capacity as United Statee member of the

’ Interahtionnl Committee on Onomastic Sciences (Icos) Within the rramework
4of thnt COngreas, a eection had been established to deal with cartogrnphic
tOpOany. A group of toponymiata hed submitted to that oection a recolution
vwhich wes diecuas"d and rinally accepted by the Congreaa. Dr. Burr'll had
iunaucceeufully uiged ICOS to enhance its role as & ecientific fact-finding
’ 'body and refrﬂin from endoraement of controveraial sanecte of that kind.‘

- Dr. Breu,fthe expert from Austria, had shown the visiting United Statea |
delesation some of the results cf the work that hed been done in Austria a‘nce'
the Geneva Conference and had provided copiea of & apecialized gl oasary that
~had been dietributed bcth before and during the Congress.Z/ ‘ :

"2/ Cop es of bo*h papera may'be obtained rrom the Cartography Section of
- the United Nations on request. .

6/ "The 10th International Congress on Onomastic Sciences recommende all

© T concerned with ‘topical onomastic questions, especially the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names,-to apply where possible in the

- field of onomastic sciences the rules of transliteration contained in the

- recommendations of the International Orgenization for Standardization (Iso),‘

- unless in particular cases important reasons warrant deviatioos. The -
exlsting divergences between ISO rules of transliteration and customary
practice in countries using non-Latin scripts should be eliminated by
co-operation between such countriea, the ISO, and the competent acientific
(philological) organizatione." ’ R

‘,Z/ Coples of the gloeeary may be obtained from the Cartography Section of the
7 United Natione, on requeet. - )

f/;.



31. The United States Board on Geographic Names (ch) and the Permanent
Y'Coxmnittee on Geographical Names (PCGN) hed held the seventh meeting in thelr
series of biennial consultations 1in 1968, at- which, among other mattere, e Joint
statement cn rwmanization had been worked out; a copy of the _paper entitled
"statement on romanization" was diatributed to the Group.

- 32. The Chairmqn turther reported that he had participated in the First Central'
American Regional Meeting on Standardization of Geographical Nemes, held at '
Guatemala City in Octdber 1968, Guatemala hed put at the disposal of its
neighboure its experieuce and expertiee in a2 national programme of name _
| standardization, including e rield demonstration. All Central Arerlcan countries,
had attended‘hnd oll'bdt ‘Niceragua had gent technical people. .Great interest
hed been stimulated and several countries vere expected to register new

7 prog*ammaq.; . :

33-. The Dutch and German-speeking Group had held a meoting in Jouuary 1969

A report of this menting was submitted to the Group.8 .
34. The "hﬁirman reported that the United States Board of Geographical Names
had exteuded ity c0aoperative activity with other countries by vupplying them
with pr*ut-odte of punched-card files and'negotivee'from éhich guzetteers
could be made after eppropriate revision, and by eending them name lists to

" be checked by their ncmes authorities. . - | o
35, Two- new EGN Gazetteora,g/ the first edition of No. lll on Uudersee Pr atures
and the third edition or No. 1k on Antortica, incorporate the results of
extensive co-operation vith other countries. o

Communicetion "network"

56. A problem in communication hed arisen because the eXperte and other

R perticipants at the Geneve meeting had falled to aupply their full eddreases,

- and certain of the materiele sent hed been returned by the postal authorities. B

8/ Copies of the paper may be obtained from the Certography Section of the
United Nations on request. .

2/ Copies of these gazetteers are available for reference in the Map
Collection of the United Nations Library. .

[oos
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The problem hed been further co:npounded by the fact that United Natioua material |

diatribu‘..ed through oi’ficial channele was , in many. countriea , not reachiug the
' persona concerned with geographical namea problems. The Group thererore AP

. provided their officiai addresses ’ which are 1ieted in annex I. It ves a'greed, .
‘that, in onder to apeed up ‘communications, the Group would distribute uaterial _»

directly esmong themselvee es well as ‘to the United Nationa.
: 3, . It was further agreed that, using United Nations Terminology Bulletin

o No. 218 (ST/"S/SER.F/E&B and addenda) es a ‘basis, one person should be -

designated "rom each o:t the countries liated as a Member of the United Nationa

or as & meuber of its apecialized agencies or as a Party to the Statvte of the ,
Internaticnal Cowrt of Justice to serve as the recipient of 8ll material :
”circulnted through that. comnunication netvork. In addition, all the experts ar.'l
’the desinnated oontacta vould bhe informally allerted to the distribution of L

' United Nationn material sent thrcugh official channels. : AR :

Activitiee et the national level

: '58 In hie general report to the Group, the Cbaimen introouced written )
H'reporte by the experte £rom France, India, Iran, Kenya, Lebanon, Norway and
the Union of Soviet qocialist Republics. A Joint report waa submitted by the
Dutch and German-apea.lring Group, representing Austria, Federal Repl.blic of
Germf 0y, Netheriands and Switzerland. }-9/ ~ Verbal regorts wvere glven by the S

: ,.experte ‘from the remaining countries participating. Each of the reports

 indicated aocelerated progress in the field of names standardization directly ‘
fattri'butable to the Gereva Conference of. 1967, and an increaae in communicationz'
among countries on this subJect. Tl '

Minority languagee

39, ‘In view of the widespread difficulty in handling the languagee or minority\ E

peoplee , and in order to comprehend bettei the variety or conditiona in the
.various countriee ) the Group euggested that the repreeentatives of the varioua

' }_._q/ Coples of theae reporte may be obtained rrom the Cartography Section oi'
of the United Nationa on requeat. _ :

‘.‘/‘,"_' f

»
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N countries collect and analyse the pertinent information available in their
Lrecpective couutries, prepare statements and disseminste them to the fourteen
,-liuguistic/heographicsl divisions. '

Undersea features

-+ 40. In connexion ﬁith item &4 (b) of its'sgendo, "Review of the activities of
3 internationnl bodies dealing with maritime and undersea features", the Group =
= derined the rollowing treas for cousiderations terms and definitions, new names,
. and consultations with international bodies.
41, M. AM. Komkov gubmitted e paper entitled "Concerning the esteb‘ishmeut
- of nemes and terms to designete maritime and undersea features", which was
~ considered by a working group composed of Messrs. Burrill, Delaney, Hovas,
* Komkov, Meynen and: Sadeghian. The substance of their deliberations is
rconteined in annex III. The working gronp unanimously recommended that further
study should be made by the Ad Hoc Group of Experts with respect to creating
guidelirzn for namne epp‘ications, the definition of descriptive terminclogy,
methods of reoorning and stabilizing undersea nomenclsture, and the
determination of the agency or egencies best suited to centralize and disseminate
such information. '
he. Seve:al reports by delegntes related in part to undersea nomecclnture,
| notably that by Dr. Meynen in connexion with his work on compiliug a
dictionary of geographical nsmes ‘and technical terms. ,
43, The Group decided to establish a working group of specialists on the
Quest ion to study further, in the terms set out above, the nomencla ure of
undersea teatures. It was agreed that the working group should inclvde experts
from Canada, Federal Republic of Germany, India, Netherlands, Norway, United
Kingdom, Union of Soviet Socialist Repdblies and United States of America.
© Mr. Delsney was nominated as the orgsnizer of this working group.

[oee
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African languagea o

b4, Tae Group of Experba considered resolutions 16 and 18 of the Geneva .
7Confnrcnce£} on the prdblcms of. recording geosraphical names rrcm African
”‘langunges, many of which are still wholly or partially unwritten. : ,
45, It wne agreed that nore c.etailcd information would need’ to be collected :

rrom Africe before ihc Group could make recommendations on .hoae prdbiems.

As a first step, the Group requested the Secretariat to aend a questionnaire

approved by 1t to the thirty-five Metber States of Africa South of the Sehara.
: However, cloazer *nv«n‘ }.gation would be ‘necessary as & follow-up to this prcblen.

It was suggected that ¢ .divisional confercncﬂ of those ccnntries might be held, |

but finding a host country and enauring 100 per cent attendence from the thirty- -
five States was conaid~red at this time to be impracticable.. Tt waa considered

that a more practical proposal would be for Mr. J. Loxton, the divisional expert
aittinb *h the Group of Experts, to tour the countries of his’ division, prepare

a study on each of thcm ard compile a comprehenzive report for future \

considerat on by the Group. Financial aid would be necessary to carry out the ;

propeaal, bowever, cad 1t was auzgested that the Ford Fbundation rhonld be
apprcachen since that inatitution might consider this an apprOprlate project

for rinancing. ‘The Group requested the diviaional expert to submit an application

to the Foril roundation rhgional office in Nairdbi, Kenya.- S

Extraterrastria1 topgggaphic names

: h6; The Grouvp firet considered whether 1ts competence covered the . ' o
consideration of extraterrcstrial topographic nomenclature. The propoaition was
 advanced that such names ere not geographical and that they fall more properly E
within the field of the astronomer, but the madority opinion vas that changing '

technology in space mattere was placing it within the purview of both the
cartographer and the geographer.i o > o

L7, Mr. Komkov spoke at some-length on the production of mapa of the far side
of the moon by the Uhion of Soviet Soclalist Repnblica and noted that a
significant number of names had been tentatively applied on such maps. He
explained that it was imposaible to wait for approval of those names by the

R

ll/ United Natione Conrerence on the Standardization of Geographical Names,.;f
VoI. I: Report of the Conference, chap. L11l.. y
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International Aatronomicel ‘Union if the maps were to be issued within a v
reaemnuble perieds Mr. Lewis supplemented Mr. Komkov's rema.rk.s wvith a sumary
of the history of lunar nomenchture He pointed out that a nurbering systen

has becn erployced by the Uhited States of America in lieu of names to avoid

the esteblishment of terminology not yet approved internationally.

48. The Group decided to esteblish a working group on this subject composed of
~ experts from the United Ki r.gdom, Union of Soviet Socielist Republics end United
States of America. Mr. Komkov was - nominated as the. organizer of the Group.

: tTm.':wJ.tteti languagss

49, The Group, recognizing that edequate documontation for & very large pumber
of the unwritten languages of the world is curreatly unavailable, and taking '
cognizance of the prinéiples and procedures embodied in resolution 16 of the
Geneva (:onference of | 1957,-—-/ irzed that, prior to the next full conference,

~ each country which has & problem with regard to umwritten languages ccllect the
pertinent intoiuation and material availeble , prepare a deceriptive statement,
end diepcuinate th:ii statement to, the fourteen divisiona. Part‘icule.r autention
was drawn to Informotion Paper No. lﬁ, "Standardization of place nomes" :-L-f!-/
presﬂnted by Mr. Nédél ee, as a valueble tool io the collection of pertinent
informaticn on unwritten lengusges., '

Chinere

50. The Group, in conaideriug resolution 15-—/ of the Geneva Conference of 1967,'
took cognizance cf Working Paper No. 17, preaented by Mr. Tsao, entitled YReport
on romanization"]g'/ and ‘of ‘the work currently being done in the Republic of China
on improvements in the romenization system now in official use there, and
recommended that, prior to the next conference, the Republic of China should
attempt to complete this work and digseminate the completed information to the
fourteen divisions + The Group further recommended thatj countries doing work |

12/ Copies of the’ paper may be cbtained from the Ce.rtography Section of the
United Nations ; on request. :

' /.
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~.on Chineee geographical names prepare statemente -of the proceduree ‘they rollow
‘~and ‘their ‘reasons for doing 80, end - diaeeminate them to.the fourtc'n divisione.'

-

Canbodian

51, The Group, noting the desirability of adopting a single romanization

‘ eyetem for Cambodian geographical nemes, and in pursuance of the recommendation
’_Vof the repre,entative of Cambodia at the Geneva Conference of 1967,—2/ agreed
that the Jolnt Cambodian and BGN/?CGN 1962 system for transliteration of
>Cambodian seograrhical nemes in official use in Cambodia should be proposed for o
edoption. A:copy of the system will be made available to tne next conference.

Amharic

52. The Ad Ho c Group of Experts requested the Cartography Section of" the United
»:Nationa to contact the EmhiOpian cartographic anthorities with a view to -
obtaining officisl confirmation that the Ethiopian national names autnority had _

'vadop ed t;c Joint EY hiopian and BGN/PCGN 1967 transliteration ayntem fo" Amharic.

~

Working group on & eingle romanization syatem

53, Ia accordance with reeolution 9 of the Geneva Conferencc,—/ the Group
agreed to set up s speclal vorking group . charged with meking & comparat1Ve otudy
of the’ various aystema of transliteration and to analyse t&e advantages and
dieadvantagea of each for the international standardization of geographical :

" nemes. The memsers: of the special working group are Mesere. Breu, Geelan, o

" @émez de Silva, Halvorsen (provieionally reoommended by Mr. Per Hovds), Kbmkov,
"Nédélec, Pege and’ Sharma.lh/ The Group of Experts recognized that euch a -

- comparative study would need to be extremely detailed and would have to be

carried out by correepondence, at leaat in ite early stagee.‘ Later, the special .

B 13/' See United Nations Conference on the Standardization or Geographical Names,
vol. 2: Proceedings of the Conference and Technical Papers‘(United Nations
publicati_m ales o.. E.09.1.8), pp. TL-72.

""'lh/ Mr. Gémez de Silva wae unanimoualy elected Chairman of the apecial working
sroup. : _ , , , _
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working group would hair_e_ to meet when and where necessary. Mr. Komkov stressed
‘thet the services of specialieta would be indispenssble and that the members of
‘the special working group should be prepared to play a lieison role in this .
respect. ' o

Preﬂaration of a list of geographical names

54, 'I‘he Group ro"om-*ndod that Working Papers Nos. 7 and 23, entitled
reapecti\rely "List of geographical nemes in the official languagee of the United
' Nations" and "List of' geographicel names for international use' lé/ be referred

_ to the fourth session cf the Ad ficc Group of Experts which, it is expected, vill
meet immediately beror° tha gecond United Nations Conference cn the
standardization of geographical names . The Group will also consider any otber

. dooumentation on the subJect that may be made available at that session. : '

 Staffing |
55« 'I'h= ’}roup reccmanded that the Cartography Section be: strongthened to meet

the anticipated incrﬂee.e in work related to the standardizatim of gf'ogmphical
nemes.

‘Periodicity of con? érences‘

56, It was the conclusion of the Ad Eoc Group of Experts that Uhited Fations
‘conferences on the standardization of geographical names should be held at
intervals of no ‘.Less than three years and no more than rjou.r years. '

Place and da.te of the third session ‘of the
Ad Hoc Group of Experts

' §7. The Group ggi'eéd that a preparatory session before t'he,ne‘xt conference
should be held at United Nations Headquarters early in 1971, the expenses . -
_ 1ncurrod by' the e;_:pértd to be borne by .the:l‘r Goverumeut. a

15/ Copies of the papers may be obtained from the Cartography Section of the
United Nations s on requ.eat. :

/...
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— ‘Becond United Nations Confereace on the 7
. Standardizat on of Gﬂogmphical Nemes

58. The Group agreed that a second United Nations conference on the

v e eea.

standezﬂization of geographical nemes should 'be held during the last quarl.er

~ of 1971 or the ﬁrat quarter of 1972.
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Annex II
AGENDA
1. Opening of the aession o '
2. Adoption of the ngenda :
3. TReport of the Chaiman of the A4 Hoe Group of Experts' |
(a) Activities of the Ad Hoc ‘Hoe Group of Experts
(v) Reglonal. meetings '
(c) Activities at the nationel level

' I*:.ems referred to tke Ad Hoc Group of Expert.s by the . United Katious
Conference on the standardiz nt.ion of Geographical Names..

(a) COmpoeition a.nd modus operandi of the .Dd Eoc ..»roup of Experts (pp 7-8)—/ o

(b) Review of the octivities of international bodies dee.ling wiLh maritime
- end undersea features (resolution 8 B.1, p. 12);

(i) 'J.‘erms nnd definition -
- (41) Nev ‘names . ‘ | _
(iii) Consultationa with international hodies
(¢) Recording ‘and procensing' | '
(i) Unwritt.en Atrican languagee (reso..ution 18, p. lh)
(11) 'Mino*ity 1anguages (resolution 20, p. 1&)
(111) Cambodian (p. 6) o
(iv) 'Amharic (reeolution 17, p; ih)' :
‘ (v) Chinese (resolution 15, p. 13)

(vi) .Working group on & single romenization system (reaolution 9, -
. pa.ras. 2 end 3, pp. 12-13) o ‘

5 Ihctraterrestrial topographic names

a/ Information in parentheses 15 & reference to United Nations conference
on the Standardization of Geographical Names, vol. l:. Keport of the
Conference {United Nations pﬁiication, Sales No.: E. 68—i 9).
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v - Annex III
e

| STATEMENT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE smmxmzmzcw o
”OF GEOGRAFHICAL "NAMES -OF URDERSEA FEATURES: AND BELATED
: RS DESGRIPTIVE TERMINULOG! :

CIt became rnpidly npparent that a consensus exiated in the vcrking group
on the need to etanqerdize the names of undersea features.

: There wes general agreement that while some useful approaches to the
resolution of the problemn of undersea features' designation have been made by
such organizations as - uhQ Intergovernmental Oceancgrephic commission (100 ), the -
Internatiousl Hydrogranhic Buresu (IHB) end the Internationnl Association on
Physicel Oceanograpby (TA20), cnd valusble contributions to this end are

;; embodied in the work of Wiseman end Ovey as well as in the report of the SUb- o

 Committee on General. “Pth;metric ‘Charts of the Oceens (GEBCO) of the

' Internaticaal. Aaaocintion on Pﬁyoical Oceanograth and in the wcr*s on |
geograpbical nnmee 1snned by national agencles, none the LQGB, the p:nposltion
succinetly stated in the working paper entitled “Concerning the eqtablishment
‘of namee and terms to designcte maritime and undersea fentures L under such
circumstances the United Natione, as the most repreaentative organization, can
end ehould take the initiative in working out the international rules
regulatinv the treatment of the names and terms for maritime and undereea
features, namely, collection, concordance emong and- approval by all the

. countries concerned, final acceptance and dintribution of the fornm eetdblished,

--ﬂrepreaented the view of this working group respecting the need for further atudy '

of this subject on the following specific points: . _ . :

(a) Guidelines governing the appropriateness of names proposed for
epplication to undereea features and an explanation of the rationale of suoh
guidelinee, e S ’ : : : ‘ ,

(b) A continuing consideration of deacriptive terminology reapecting such
feeturee, v 4 : v
~ (c) The establishment of an internationelly acceeeible collection, L
recording and control eyatem, ' ' '

' a/ - A copy of the paper may‘be dbtained rrom the Cartography Section of the '
United Nations, on requeot. :

/;,.



Cd) The . deuignatton of the agency or agenciea best suited to the
- attaiu..xent of those obaectives. ' - :
(e) The method by which these desiderata could best be implemented. |
In conclusi. on, it wes considered that the points uoted above should be ,
referre? to & worling group of the Ad Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Geographicel
‘Names for 1nv<rbigation and report, and, further, that this working group
shouwld avail itgelf of the expertise ot apecialists avai.lable to the United
Nationn. :



