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Since the seventh conference on the standardisation of geographical names in 1998, Finland has continued its
work on place names standardisation. The following report mainly reflects the progress made since the
conference.

National standardisation and official planning of place names

The National Land Survey of Finland and the Research Institute for the Languages of Finland are jointly
responsible for the standardisation of cartographic names.

Since 1998, the Research Institute for the Languages of Finland has revised the Finnish, Swedish and
Saami�language place names in a total of 767 basic maps on the scale of 1 : 20,000, drafted by the National
Land Survey.

The report on place names, drafted at the Research Institute for the Languages of Finland in 1997, has not been
discussed further. The law on place names has to do with the new language law that is currently being prepared.

Field collection of place names and training courses

The place names collection project is nearly complete. The Finnish place name collections have been
supplemented with 23,000 names.

Since 1996, the Research Institute has arranged onomastic training courses for employees of the National Land
Survey. Since 1998, the Research Institute has arranged two annual seminars for all Finnish onomastic researchers
and name planners.

Toponymic databases

The Geographic Names Register of the National Land Survey of Finland includes over 800,000 toponyms
presented on the basic map on the scale of 1:20,000. The place names database Nordic Place Names, a joint
project of the Nordic countries, is available at http://nondb.nls.fi.

Names in multilingual areas

The name planners of Finnish, Swedish and Saami of the Research Institute for the Languages of Finland
published guidelines for the planning of names in bilingual   Finnish�Swedish and Finnish�Saami �areas in
2001. The guidelines are based on the equality of the languages, and their core objective is that the old place
names should be preserved in their original linguistic form even in official names in the other language of the
area.

Onomastic research and education

The Research Institute for the Languages of Finland has also launched two research projects related to name
planning in cooperation with the universities: one of them was the Change in place names project that ended in
2000 and the other one is Urban place names, introduced in 2001.

In 2001, the Research Institute and the University of Helsinki founded a joint professorship in onomastics.
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Meetings and conferences

The Research Institute for the Languages of Finland, together with the University of Helsinki, arranged the 12th
Nordic congress of onomastics in H„meenlinna in June 1998. All Nordic countries took part in the congress, and
the topic was "Names in a Changing World".

The theme of the European Heritage Days in Finland in 1999 was "Place Names   The Memory of Places".
Seminars were arranged for name experts and name�related events were offered to the general public.
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