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The World’s Women 2015: trends and statistics

• 6th edition, produced every 5 years since 

1991

• Assessment based on global and regional averages;  

– selected countries, as case studies for illustrative purposes;

– online statistical annex with all country-level data

• Current status of women compared to men 

in key areas of gender concern as per BPfA

– progress since 1995

– through life cycle approach

– All areas in one publication!



Selected key results

Progress since 1995:

a mixed picture



Women marry later..

…but child marriage remains an issue in selected countries

…and when coupled with 

unmet need for family planning 

and lack of skilled attendants 

at birth, it can have serious 

implications on mothers health

Often resulting in early 

pregnancies + limited 

opportunities for education, a 

career and vocational 

development 

=>



Women live longer…and so do men

…yet their health trajectories differ

Formative years

1 in 3 women in 

Northern Africa and 

Western Asia is obese

Working/reproductive age Older age

Non-

communicable 

diseases are 

responsible for 

70% of female 

and 66% of male 

deaths



Education has increased

� Globally, participation in education has increased for girls 

and boys at all levels; Yet, enrolment decreases 1..and 

gender gaps widen with education levels



Women access to the labour market has stagnated
150% of working age women in the labour force, similar to 20 years ago

The occupational segregation of women and men 

continues to exist in all regions

Women work longer hours than men when unpaid work is accounted for

Developing regions

Developed regions

Hours of unpaid work
Total work

+ 1 H

+ 1/2 H



Women’s participation in leadership positions has increased 
1yet at a low pace



Women and the environment
…fewer women than men are in decision making positions

The environment and women
…the environment affects women and men differently
Person in charge of water collection where access to improved 

drinking water is low, by sex

Myanmar, 2008

Sri Lanka, 2004

USA, 2004-2013

Women’s and men’s mortality due to natural disasters



Women remain economically dependent on men..

Poverty affects both women and men. Yet, lone mothers and older women living alone in 

developed regions are at higher risk of poverty than men in similar types of household



Violence against women: a global concern



Conclusions

• Progress in most indicators monitored; yet, not 

enough progress/slow pace

• Wide disparities hidden in global and regional 

averages

• More data available, particularly on VAW, Time Use

• WW2015 publication and supporting material, 

including a statistical annex are available @ 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/default.html


