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Content

� Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC)

� Guidelines for National Communications

� Preparation and Financing of National 
Communications
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Questions !

� Who knows about CC related activities 
in her/his country?

� Who was involved in her/his country 
initial national communication?

� Who is involved in her/his second 
national communication?
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Climate Change Convention
(http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/background/items/

2853.php)

� Objective (Article 2)
“… stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at 

a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with 
the climate system…”

� Principles (Article 3)
“ …Common but differentiated responsibilities…” (AI v.s. NAI Parties)

� Commitments (Article 4)
Article 4.1 (a) “Develop, periodically update, publish and make available 

to the Conference of the Parties, in accordance with Article 12, national 
inventories of anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by 
sinks of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal 
Protocol, using comparable methodologies to be agreed upon by the 
Conference of the Parties;”
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Guidelines for NAI National 
Communications

� Initial national communications (decision 10/CP.2; 
around 350 000 USD)

141 INCs submitted (http://unfccc.int/national_reports/non-
annex_i_natcom/submitted_natcom/items/653.php)

� Second national communications (decision 17/CP.8; 
around 420 000 USD)

60 SNCs submitted (mostly using 17/CP.8 guidelines) 
(http://unfccc.int/national_reports/non-
annex_i_natcom/items/2979.php)
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Decision 17/CP.8
(http://unfccc.int/national_reports/non-annex_i_natc om/guidelines_and_user_manual/items/2607.php )

© Lorna

http://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventor ies/index.htm
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Consultative Group of Experts
(http://unfccc.int/national_reports/non-annex_i_natcom/cge/items/2608.php)

� Mandate (decision 5/CP.15)
(http://unfccc.int/national_reports/non-annex_i_natcom/cge/items/2608.php)

The objective of the CGE is to improve 
the process of the preparation of the 
second and subsequent national 
communications , by providing 
technical advice and support to non-
Annex I Parties
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CGE Training Materials
(http://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventories/index.htm)
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Preparation and Financing 
of National communications

Submission of second, and where appropriate, third national 
communications from NAI Parties (decision 8/CP.11) 
(http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2005/cop11/eng/05a01.pdf#page=
17)

� … prepare project proposals , even in advance of substantially 
completing their previous NCs, in order to avoid a lack of continuity
in project financing

� … NAIP should apply for the financing of their subsequent NCs at 
any time between 3 to 5 years of the initial disbursement of funds for 
the actual … NCs

� Shall make all efforts to submit their 2nd NC (or when appropriate 3rd) 
within 4 years of the disbursement of financial resources

� May use an extension of up to 1 year (after having informed the 
secretariat), but this shall not imply additional financial resources
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Preparation and Financing of 
National communications (Cont.)

- Need to be better prepared (more NCs
expected over a shorter period)

- Still big gaps in basic Activity Data

- Need to generate appropriate data on a 
continuous basis
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Status of submission of Initial (INCs) and Second N ational 
Communications (SNCs) projected submissions of SNC
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Global Environment Facility (GEF) 
(http://www.thegef.org)

� Operational procedures for the expedited 
financing of national communications from NAI 
Parties (NC2: 405 000 + 15 000 USD; NC3: 
500,000 USD)

� Full cycle projects (possibility of obtaining several 
million dollars) 
(http://www.thegef.org/interior.aspx?id=17124)
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Important Opportunities in Preparing 
Second National Communication
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Content

� Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC)

� Other Major Data Sources 
(Covered by other presenters!)

� UNFCCC
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IPCC (http://www.ipcc.ch)

- NGGIP (National Greenhouse Gas Inventory Programme) 
(http://www.ipcc-nggip.iges.or.jp/index.html)

Covered by national communications guidelines (decision 
17/CP.8) (http://unfccc.int/national_reports/non-
annex_i_natcom/guidelines_and_user_manual/items/2607
.php)

INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE
NATIONAL GREENHOUSE GAS INVENTORIES PROGRAMME

WMO UNEP
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IPCC Methodologies for
National Communications
� Revised 1996 Guidelines (http://www.ipcc-

nggip.iges.or.jp/public/gl/invs1.htm)
� Good Practices Guidance and Uncertainty Management 

(GPG) (http://www.ipcc-
nggip.iges.or.jp/public/gp/english/)

� GPG for LULUCF (http://www.ipcc-
nggip.iges.or.jp/public/gpglulucf/gpglulucf.htm)
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IPCC 2006 Guidelines

� NOT covered by national communications 
guidelines (decision 17/CP.8)
� No training available/provided
� Software available yet (but next year)
� Not adopted yet by the Conference of the 

Parties (COP) for use by non-Annex I Parties
� But, the new Emission Factors (EFs) could 

easily replace former ones
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Emission Factor Database (EFDB)
(http://www.ipcc-nggip.iges.or.jp/EFDB/main.php)

� The EFDB:
� Is a library of emission factors to assist inventory compilers who 

want to use higher tier methods but do not have all the measured
data they would need

� Will facilitate sharing data/information by inventory compilers, 
experts, scientists worldwide.

� Evolves dynamically through contributions of new data from 
researchers, scientists, industry...

� Provides a wide variety of emission factors and other parameters with 
background documentation or technical references so that users can 
select and use appropriate data on their own responsibility. 

� Is communication platform for distribution and commenting on new 
research and measurement data



20

EFDB (Cont.)
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EFDB (Cont.)

� Available on-line and on CD-rom

� Version 3 incorporates all the 2006 
Guidelines EFs
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EFDB v2.0

November 2006

IPCC

Emission Factor Database

For the latest version see http://www.ipcc-

nggip.iges.or.jp/EFDB/main.php

Produced by the Technical Support Unit of 

the IPCC National Greenhouse Gas Inventories 

Programme.

© Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 2006
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Other Major Data Sources

Many international sources of data (covered by other 
presenters!)

� - IEA (focuses on CO2 as the main gas emitted from 
energy activities), 

� - FAO (FAOSTAT on-line database 
http://faostat.fao.org/), etc. 

- Top-Down (international) v.s. Bottom -up
(national) approaches

- National data are always more valuable!
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UNFCCC

� GHG emissions on-line database 
(http://unfccc.int/ghg_data/ghg_data_unfccc/items/4146.
php)

� “Key GHG Data - 2005”
(http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/publications/key_ghg.pdf
and 
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/publications/key_ghg_cor.
pdf)
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Content

� National GHG Inventories: the example of 
the UNFCCC GHG inventories software for 
NAI Parties

� Vulnerability and Adaptation: the example of 
NAPA from Malawi
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Question !

�Who knows the name of 
her/his National Focal Point for 
Climate Change?

� List of National Focal Points 
for Africa will be included in 
CD of the workshop.
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GHG Inventories

- 17/CP.8 guidelines for national communications (Year 
2000, Table I and II, etc.)

� - UNFCCC software version 1.3.2 and user manual 
(IPCC methodologies + national data, and methods if 
available) 
(http://unfccc.int/resource/cd_roms/na1/ghg_inventorie
s/index.htm)

- What it is
- What it does
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GHG Inventories ( Cont.)

� - Crucial need for Activity Data (5 sectors: Energy; 
Industrial Processes, and Solvent Use; Agriculture; Land 
Use Change and Forestry; Waste)

- Issue of confidentiality

- Activity Data v.s. GHG emissions (which role for 
statistical offices?)
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GHG Inventories ( Cont.)

- How could statistical offices contribute to the continuous 
improvement of the activity data needed?
- How could the national communication process benefit to 
statistical offices? (Two way relationship!)
- Purpose: obtain more accurate data, in order to design more 
appropriate and targeted policies to better tackle Climate Change.
- How could UNFCCC collaborate better with the UNSD in future?
- UNFCCC has a general mandate for providing technical 
assistance to countries expressing needs (example: pilot project in 
Southeast Asia for developing sustainable national GHG 
inventories management systems)
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GHG Inventories ( Cont.)

� NCSP (National Communications Support Programme, 
UNDP/UNEP/GEF) (http://ncsp.undp.org)

� Manual on Managing the GHG Inventories Process 
(http://ncsp.undp.org/report_detail.cfm?Projectid=153)

� GHG Inventory Experts Network (http://www.ghgnetwork.org/)
- “Treatment” of data submitted?

� Six Compilation and Synthesis (C&S) reports covering122 INCs
(http://unfccc.int/national_reports/non-
annex_i_natcom/compilation_and_synthesis_reports/items/2709.php) 
plus CGE examination of 12 latest INCs (to be presented at SBI 27, 
Bali, Indonesia, December 2007)
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V&A and NAPA

� - Example of the NAPA (National Adaptation Programme of Action 
http://unfccc.int/national_reports/napa/items/2719.php) from Malawi
- NAPA aim at responding to “urgent and immediate needs”

- Agriculture
- Human health
- Fisheries
- Wildlife

- Water
- Forestry
- Human settlements
- Coastal zones erosion/sea level rise, etc.
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Conclusions

� Activity Data are very much needed for all 
Climate Change related activities

� Constant need to improve the quality and 
reliability of these data, as well as generate 
appropriate data for climate studies

� Statistical Offices play an important role


