International Conference “Global Implementation Programme for the SEEA”
(New York, June 17-19, 2013)
Background

1. The System of Environmental-Economic AccountingE3IlECentral Framework
was adopted as the international standard on emmieatal-economic accounts by the
United Nations Statistical Commission at it$%4&ssion in March 2012, on par with
the System of National Accounts. The SEEA Centrahtework is a multipurpose,
conceptual framework that describes the interastioetween the economy and the
environment, and the stocks and changes in stoclkesmwronmental assets. As an
internationally agreed standard for organising anadlysing environmental-economic
data, the SEEA Central Framework supports developmiindicators that directly
respond to the demand of integrated policymakingur@ries requiring such
information for tracking of policy targets bendfibm the consistent, comparable and
comprehensive statistics and indicators providedhgy SEEA Central Framework
accounting approach. Importantly, the trade-offsdetisions that affect natural
resources and associated services become explicit.

2. The SEEA Central Framework directly focuses on réflationship between the
environment and well-being, which is not revealembuigh traditional measures of
economic activity such as GDP and national incomedoes not propose or
recommend any single indicator or group of indicatfor use in developing and
assessing policy. Indeed some of its major strength in its approach to integrating
statistics to allow for multiple purposes and npléiscales of analysis.

3. At its 43¢ session in March 2012, the Statistical Commissiencouraged
Member States and regional or international orgdinas to initiate compilation
activities in accordance with the Central Framewankd noted that the framework
should be implemented “flexibly and incrementallyiying full consideration to
national circumstances”. It further “[rlequestedemmational agencies and other
donors to make resources available for technicattsce for the implementation of
SEEA and the development of basic economic andr@mviental statistics in
countries, in particular in developing countriés.”

4. At the 44" session in March 2013, the Statistical Commissiadopted the
implementation strategy for the SEEA Central Fraowecommending a flexible
and modular approach, and urged the Committee pelx to agree on a medium-
term programme of work for the implementation ofE2& including advancing the
issues on the SEEA Central Framework research agand the development of a
core set of tables and accounts, in order to dpvebordination mechanisms among
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the relevant international and regional agenciesefifective management of the
programme and to actively seek funding to supg@titnplementatioactivities”?

5. While the SEEA Central Framework standard addretsenkages between the
economy and the environment and the stocks of iddal environmental assets (e.g.,
mineral and energy resources, land, soil resoutivelser resources, aquatic resources)
a broader approach was considered necessary tcetalsystem condition and the
resulting flow of services into account. The SEEApE&imental Ecosystem
Accounting has been developed to provide a comdisted coherent accounting
structure for ecosystem assets and the associatettes flows to economic and
human activity. To the extent to which valuationemfosystems is consistent with
market valuation principles, the SEEA Experimemabsystem Accounting will also
address this information and policy need.

6. The SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting is motrdéernational standard,
but provides a robust framework for testing andegxpenting with approaches to
accounting for ecosystem assets, their associatedcs flows and values. The
Statistical Commission at its #4session considered the UNCEEA report on the
SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting and “enagendats use by international
and regional agencies and countries wishing tcaiedtexperiment in this new area of
statistics.” It further “recognized the policy dend for information on ecosystem
accounting” and requested the UNCEEA to developediom term programme of
work with timelines and deliverables as well ag@ppr mechanism to address these
issues, considering the multi-disciplinary naturéhe topic.

7. In addition to the draft SEEA Experimental Ecosgsi&ccounting, the Statistical

Commission also received a research agenda fod8HEEeA Experimental Ecosystem
Accounting for its review. The proposed researckndg includes three areas of
focus: (1) physical ecosystem accounting (includspgtial analysis questions), (2)
monetary ecosystem accounting, and (3) communitatiod dissemination. The
Statistical Commission endorsed the work done oe 8EEA Experimental

Ecosystem Accounting and the research agenda fdainced testing of the SEEA

Experimental Ecosystem Accounting.

Purpose of the International Conference “Global Imgementation Programme
for the SEEA”

8. The overall objectives of the international confexe are: a) to facilitate the
implementation and outreach of the SEEA and supppstatistics in countries while
ensuring that national, regional and internati@wions are sustainable and efficient;
and b) to develop strategies to improve the scopaljty and detail of environmental-
economic accounts and supporting statistics atdetry level.
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9. Specific objectives of the international conferendeclude developing
recommendations on: (a) promoting internationalrdimation among development
partners through strategic planning and programy(imgimplementing sub-regional
and regional programmes and adopting proceduresommdination, monitoring and
reporting on performance through a common prograrmfegmation structure; (c)
strengthening national statistical capacity forimrmental-economic accounts and
related basic statistics through training and tesdincooperation, publication of
manuals and handbooks, research and advocacy iobemental-economic accounts
and statistics for policy purposes as part of #gnat statistics development strategy;
(d) timing for the stages of implementation of tiBEEA and (e) resource
identification and mobilisation.

10.The SEEA Central Framework implementation will riegucollaboration and

coordination between a range of governmental nmiasst(e.g., National Statistical
Offices (NSOs), environmental, planning and finanoénistries), international

agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOg), amademic institutions. This
international conference will provide a forum fdrese various stakeholders to
understand the SEEA Central Framework implementattoategy, discuss ideas for
and examples of implementation and its applicatiBarticipants will share their

experiences in setting up the institutional framewtor environmental-economic

accounts; discuss the role of international agenaevelop a programme of work
including preparation of common tools to assisih@ SEEA implementation such as
the self-assessment tool, training materials, asiatypapplications for the accounts;
and discuss cooperation with the broader researdtaeademic community.

11.As countries begin to move forward with implemeiotatof the SEEA Central
Framework, some may wish to begin testing the apptin of selected ecosystem
accounts according to the SEEA Experimental Ecesysfccounting framework.
Participants at the conference will be able to sltaeir plans for testing of the SEEA
Experimental Ecosystem Accounting and provide feellon the proposed research
agenda.Testing of the SEEA Experimental Ecosystamoédnting and work on its
research agenda will require an interdisciplina@gnm of statisticians, scientists,
economists, and policymakers. By bringing represterds of these diverse groups
together, this conference will facilitate a dialegtegarding the determination of
research and testing priorities and plan for neéeps for the SEEA Experimental
Ecosystem Accounting testing.

Structure of the International Conference “Global Implementation Programme
for the SEEA”

12.The conference will consist of a series of predena and discussions over 3
days covering key issues related to the SEEA imeigation. After receiving an
overview of the SEEA, including the SEEA Centrabfework and the SEEA
Experimental Ecosystem Accounting, participants| idarn about the SEEA
implementation strategy and have an opportunitpravide feedback on its phased
approach.



13.1n addition to the discussion of the implementattrategy, participants will also
be presented with the latest information on the AHExperimental Ecosystem
Accounting testing and research agenda. Followimg gresentations, participants
will have an opportunity to provide feedback andoramendations related to these
items.

14.A portion of the conference will consist of par&ligoups discussing six key
areas for the SEEA implementation: (1) capacityding, scaling up and associated
resources for SEEA implementation; (2) developimg institutional framework for
implementation; (3) SEEA diagnostic tools and da@aluation; (4) SEEA
implementation and relation to policy frameworksogR2015 UN Development
Agenda and SDGs, WAVES, VANTAGE, Green Growth, TBEB5) SEEA
Experimental Ecosystem Accounting testing and mebeagenda, and (6) SEEA
outreach and communication strategy. Each of thallpagroups will report back to
the conference regarding the outcome and any reemdations from their focused
discussions across these areas.

15.The conference will conclude with a summary of renwendations for global
implementation and outreach for the SEEA and supypstatistics, including next
steps and a proposed timeline.

Organizers

16.Under the auspices of the UNCEEA, the conferendiebeijointly organized by
UNSD, UNEP, UNDP, Eurostat, FAO, IMF, EEA, CBD, OB@nd the World Bank,
in close collaboration with countries, regional eoissions, and other international
organizations. The conference will be held at timétédl Nations in New York from
17-19 June 2013.

Participants

17.Participants at the conference will include a raofenational representatives,
including national statistical offices and the heauf other relevant government
agencies, such as environment. Those representedldslinclude developing,
emerging, and developed countries.

18.Given the conference objective of facilitating atioation, representatives from
the regional commissions (UNESCAP, UNECE, UNECA,LEC, UNESCWA),
from other international organizations, from NGQsveell as the donor community
will be invited to participate.



