International Conference on the Global Implementaton Programme for the
System of Environmental-Economic Accounting
17-19 June 2013, New York

Minutes

Organization and background

1. The international conference “Global ImplementatiBrogramme for the
System of Environmental-Economic Accounting” wasdhfeom 17 to 19 June 2013
in New York. The conference was jointly organizedtbe United Nations Statistics
Division, the Convention on Biological Diversithe European Environment Agency,
Eurostat, the Food and Agriculture Organization tbé United Nations, the
International Monetary Fund, the Organization focoBomic Cooperation and
Development, the United Nations Development Prognamthe United Nations
Environmental Programme and the World Bank, under duspices of the United
Nations Committee of Experts on Environmental-EenitoAccounting (UNCEEA).
The conference was attended by close to 100 gaatits from national statistical
offices, government agencies (e.g. ministries/depamts of environment, planning,
finance, etc), scientific, research and academistituitions, non-governmental
organizations and international organizations atyivengaged in environmental
policy and related measurement activities, inclgdignited Nations programmes,
specialized agencies, regional commissions ansuwsriivisions of the Department
for Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) of the UmteNations. The list of
participants, annotated agenda, relevant documemds presentations made at the
conference are available on the Conference wébsite

2. The System of Environmental-Economic Accounting EBE Central
Framework is a multipurpose, conceptual framewbikt describes the interactions
between the economy and the environment, and tokstand changes in stocks of
environmental assets. The SEEA Central Frameworks vealopted as the
internationally agreed standard for organizing andlyzing environmental-economic
data by the United Nations Statistical Commissioritsa43® session in 2012. The
Statistical Commission encouraged Member Stategjomal and international
organizations to initiate compilation activities iaccordance with the Central
Framework and at its 44 session in 2013 adopted an implementation strategy
recommending a flexible and incremental approaahghould give full consideration
to national circumstances. It called for developicgprdination mechanisms for
effective management of the implementatmtivities and to actively seek resources
for technical assistance to support the implemamtaaf the Central Framework in
developing countries.

Objective

3. The purpose of the conference was to facilitate ithplementation and
outreach of the SEEA in countries while ensurirag thational, sub-regional, regional,

! http://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/workst®BEA Conf 2013/main.htm




and international actions are sustainable, wellrdioated and efficient. The
conference aimed to discuss strategies to imprbeestope, quality and detail of
environmental-economic accounts and supportingstitat at the country level in
support of national policies and to develop a rowp for the implementation of the
SEEA. More specifically, the objectives of the mi&tional conference included
exchanging views and developing recommendationganpromoting international
coordination among development partners throughatesiic planning and
programming; (b) developing sub-regional and regigorogrammes and adopting
procedures for coordination, monitoring and repgrton performance through a
common programme information structure; (c) streaging national statistical
capacity for environmental-economic accounts ardted basic statistics through
training and technical cooperation, publicationnodinuals and handbooks, research
and advocacy of environmental-economic accountsseatistics for policy purposes
as part of a national statistics development gyatéd) timing for the stages of
implementation of the SEEA and (e) resource idmatifon and mobilization.

4. The conference also had the objective of develogingartnership for the
SEEA covering the different communities of statistns, experts on environmental
policy and environmental sciences, considering that SEEA Central Framework
implementation will require collaboration and cadoation between a range of
government agencies within the countries (e.g.jonal statistical organizations,
environmental, planning and finance ministries)n4governmental organizations
(NGOs), academic institutions and international anigations. The international
conference provided a forum for these various $takkers to better understand the
SEEA Central Framework, discuss ideas for and elesnyf its implementation and
application and clarify the role of national statial organizations (NSOs),
international agencies, and the broader researdhaaademic communities in the
implementation process. Participants were requetieshare their experiences in
setting up the institutional framework for enviroamtal-economic accounts;
developing common tools such as the self-assessnmuit of institutional
arrangements and statistical infrastructure andradipes to assist in the SEEA
implementation, building capacity and developingirting materials for the
compilation of the accounts. The objectives of tlaference included raising the
awareness of participants of the importance of SEdSAan essential source of
statistics in assessing progress towards Sustaizblelopment Goals.

5. Another purpose of the conference was to engageipants in a dialogue to
determine research and testing priorities and rse&ps of work on the SEEA
Experimental Ecosystem Accounting, facilitate femdd and comments on the
proposed research agenda and sharing by partisipheir plans for testing of the
SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting.

Main outcome

6. The conference concluded with formulating a seteabmmendations on the
global implementation and outreach for the SEEA smplporting statistics. The full
text of “Recommendations of the International Comfee on the Global
Implementation Programme for the System of Envirental-Economic Accounting”
is attached to these minutes.



Programme and discussions

7. The conference was organized in nine sessions stomgsiof a series of

presentations and discussions over 3 days cové&sggssues related to the SEEA
implementation. After receiving an overview of thelicy demands for the SEEA
information and of the SEEA Central Framework ahé tSEEA Experimental

Ecosystem Accounting, participants were providethvdetailed information about

the SEEA implementation strategy and asked forlfaekli on further advancing the
implementation.

8. One session of the conference consisted of pagiteips discussing six key
areas for the SEEA implementation and reportingk biac the conference on the
outcome of their discussions focusing on: (1) cdpabuilding, scaling up and

associated resources for SEEA implementation; @)elbping the institutional

framework and coordination mechanisms for implerato in countries; (3) SEEA

diagnostic tools and data evaluation; (4) SEEA dmation at the global level; (5)

SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting testing aeskarch agenda, and (6)
SEEA outreach and communication strategy.

9. In addition to holding discussions on the impleraéion strategy of the SEEA

Central Framework, participants were also infornadut the testing and research
agenda for the SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accogrdand had an opportunity to

express their views related to these activities.

Opening statements

10. Shamshad Akhtar, Assistant Secretary-General fon&nic Development of
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs oé tnited Nations, welcomed
conference participants and stressed the importahttee SEEA to provide tools for
capturing the relationship of the environment dreléconomy. She explained that the
lessons learnt from the work with the Millennium i@eopment Goals (MDGSs)
reinforced the importance of getting the statistight in the process of developing
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and relatéidators. Linkages among the
indicators need to be considered integrating ther@mmental dimension with social
and economic benefits. Ms. Akhtar commented thatetlevation of the SEEA to a
statistical standard allows it to play a key rafethis integration across economic,
environmental, and social dimensions. She indic#iat significant work remains to
be done to arrive at implementation, with the neéedcreate partnerships, and
mobilize resources for building national capacifesthe SEEA implementation. She
expressed her strong expectation that the confereslt contribute useful ideas for
scaling up statistical capacities and strengthenpagtnerships to implement
environmental-economic accounts.

11. Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, Executive Secretdryhe Convention on

Biological Diversity (CBD), underlined the strongtérest of CBD in environmental-
economic accounting and, in particular, in ecosyssecounting. He explained that
there is urgency in showing progress in implementile CBD commitments and,
consequently, the need for good measurement usiiaple and consistent collection
of data. Mr. Dias highlighted Aichi Target 2 and relationship to the SEEA, with
increasing awareness of the linkages between leoslty and social and economic



considerations. He also indicated that moving aWwasn a “silo” approach will be
important in implementing policies. Mr. Dias condéd by encouraging the use of
emerging policy inroads (e.g., National Biodiveys8trategy and Action Plans) to
foster partnerships and resource mobilization fetednination of the best strategies
for furthering work at the country level.

12.  Olav Kjorven, Assistant Secretary-General and Doeof the Bureau for
Development Policies with UNDP, highlighted theadegvolution that is needed and
the role for SEEA in being a strong and positivecéofor this change. Mr. Kjorven
indicated that the measure of progress in manytdesrns GDP, and recognized that
SEEA offers a framework to go beyond GDP. He sunwmadrother approaches that
go beyond GDP, such as the UNDP Human Developnmategx] UNEP Inclusive
Wealth work, the OECD Better Life initiative andettBhutan Gross National
Happiness approach. Given the range of existirtgativies, he stated the importance
of building on and coordinating partnerships taxfax broad coalition without “silos”
and ensuring that sufficient funding be availaldedevelop capacity. Mr. Kjorven
concluded by reiterating the commitment of UNDRMarking with DESA and other
partners to support the implementation of the SEEA.

Session | — National and International Initiativesand their links to the SEEA
(Chair: Peter Harper, Deputy Australian Statistician and Chair of the United Nations
Committee of Experts on Environmental -Economic Accounting (UNCEEA))

13.  The session began with the presentation of Nojiainman, Secretary of the
Ministry of Planning of Bangladesh. He reiteratée role of SEEA in advancing
issues of sustainable development related to the-2@15 development agenda.
Countries now need to build on the implementativategy and put the SEEA into
practice, using coordination and collaboration &ilitate the process. Capacity
development of statistical offices should be gitigghest priority. He indicated that in
Bangladesh the National Strategy for Developmer8tafistics creates a space for the
implementation of the SEEA.

14.  Jan McAlpine, Director of the United Nations Forum Forests Secretariat,
presented an overview of forest issues relateadtdgystem accounting. Assessments
of the contributions of forests to GDP by FAO cuthg do not present a full picture
of the benefits that humans receive beyond pravisg services from wood.
Importantly, these non-cash, non-wood forest bé&nafie most significant for women
and children, underlining the important linkageviegn economic, environmental,
and social considerations. The SEEA implementati®nparticularly important
because it facilitates coordination across mimg@stnmoving away from working in
silos; there is a need to work across sectors @oid adt the relationships and links of
forests to areas such as water, energy, and health.

15. Homi Kharas, Lead Author and Executive Secretaryhef Secretariat to the
High-Level Panel (HLP) advising the United Natid®escretary-General on the Post-
2015 Development Agenda, provided an overview effthdings from the HLP, in

particular related to data and linkages with th&SEMr. Kharas described the data
revolution indicated in the recently released Hiepart and the role of the global
statistical community in seizing the momentum crdaby the attention to the
importance of data. He underlined the importancekihg advantage of the political



support that currently exists, as it may be flegtiand the need to focus on issues
including timeliness, accessibility of data, redbation of household survey data and
national accounts data, data availability and ¢gaMr. Kharas concluded that the
creation of global partnerships should be acceddrdbr each goal outlined in the
HLP report. In the discussion following the presgioin, the issues raised included
the challenge of confidentiality and use of privatctor data, whether a range of
indicators would be preferred to a single, aggredi@bmposite indicator, and how to
keep the window open for the statistical commutotyhave input into the post-2015
development agenda process. Mr. Kharas indicatgdhiere are many important data
in the private sector and there is the need torehte how to link those private
organizations into existing partnerships. Regardimticators, he explained that, by
and large, the HLP had rejected composite indisatmecause of the associated
communication challenges. He reiterated that tieeregh-level political attention to
data for the first time that may dissipate afteragneement on indicators is reached.
He expressed the view that significant resourcesgaing into collecting data in
inefficient ways and there is a need to develop@dinated approach to a long-term
road map, while also addressing the short-terneis$iaseline.

16.  Also in this session, two other international ages@nd four more countries
made presentations followed by discussions on omggolicy initiatives with
linkages to the SEEA. The presenters included Mradza Chenje (Acting Director,
New York Liaison Office, UNEP), Juan Pablo Castanédonsultant, World Bank),
Sandra Silva Paulsen (Advisor, Office of the Miersof the Secretariat for Strategic
Affairs of the President, Brazil), Bernard Okumug®fo-economic Advisor, Ministry
of Devolution and Planning, Kenya), Luis Riveradject Advisor, WAVES, Costa
Rica) and Nguyen van Tai (General Director, Ingtitof Strategic Policy and Natural
Resources and Environment, Vietnam). They mentionvadous international
initiatives and how they would benefit from theeigtated data system provided by
the SEEA. These initiatives included the UNEP wak Ecosystems, Green
Economy, and WAVES. National initiatives discusseduded application of The
Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEBBmzil, work on a model (T21
model) linking society, economy, and environmenKenya, work on water accounts
and forest accounts in Costa Rica in the conteREDD+ and their National Plan for
Integrated Management of Water Resources, and b ajoquantification of key
natural resources in Vietham by 2020.

Session Il — Overview of the SEEA
(Chair: Peter Harper, Deputy Australian Satistician and Chair of the United Nations
Committee of Experts on Environmental-Economic Accounting (UNCEEA))

17.  Peter Harper, Chair of the UN Committee of Expests Environmental-
Economic Accounting, Deputy Australian Statistigigmovided an overview of the
SEEA Central Framework and the SEEA Experimentalsgstem Accounting. He
mentioned the need for early engagement of staéss in the SDG process in
providing guidance on relevant targets and indisaémd the important role of SEEA
to integrate and organize environmental and econmomiormation to provide
guantitative basis for policy design. Mr Harper lexped that the SEEA Experimental
Ecosystem Accounting is considered an importanst fistep in developing a
framework for linking ecosystem assets and welkpahrough ecosystem services.
He outlined the work ahead focusing on the impldit#n of the Central Framework



and on advancing the testing and research of tHeASExperimental Ecosystem
Accounting.

Session Il — SEEA Implementation Strategy and Stastical Capacity Building in
Countries
(Chair: Nojibur Rahman, Secretary of the Ministry of Planning of Bangladesh)

18. Ivo Havinga, Chief of the Economics Statistics BtanUnited Nations
Statistics Division, presented the SEEA implemeotastrategy. The main features
of the SEEA implementation strategy are: (a) fl&xitand modular approach
depending on countries priorities and statistiealedopment: (b) close links to policy;
(c) bottom-up approach starting from national sgas and plans then sub-regional
and regional; (d) close links with the implemerdatistrategy for the System of
National Accounts (SNA) where relevant. Particigargupported the approach
presented and requested that the SEEA implementatrategy be followed by the
SEEA implementation plans. Participants stresseel mieed to strengthen the
coordinating role of national statistical officesdarequested that a clear roadmap with
timelines be developed to facilitate country impéeration. It was emphasized that in
order to seize on the challenge of contributinghi post-2015 development agenda,
there is the need to accelerate SEEA implementati@h have a short-term plan in
place for producing data on environmental-econaaesicounts and strengthening the
institutional environment and a longer term plan itoprove the statistical
infrastructure.

19. The session continued with a panel discussion bgdl#tries regarding the
topic of statistical capacity building and the SEEAplementation. Panellists were
Peter Harper (Australian Bureau of Statistics),eJésitonio Sena do Nascimiento
(Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistiddghmoud Ismail Sarthan (Ministry
of State for Environmental Affairs, Egypt), JameatMew (Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation, India), Buyung Airlang§éatistics Indonesia), Shelley
Winston (Statistical Institute of Jamaica), Rauju€éiroa Diaz (National Institute of
Statistics and Geography, Mexico), Chaoui SouadjifHCommission of Planning,
Morocco), Raymundo Talento (National Statisticab@bnation Board, Philippines),
Andrey Tatarinov (Federal State Statistics Servi¢tsssian Federation), Aliieulua
Salani (Samoa Bureau of Statistics), Morrice Oy(iKational Bureau of Statistics,
Tanzania), Samuel Echoku (Uganda Bureau of Sta)stand Duong Manh Hung
(General Statistics Office, Vietnam). The pandlistdicated strong commitment for
implementing SEEA. Nevertheless, differing leveld experience in the
implementation of environmental-economic accoumtd availability of supporting
statistics as well as different policy prioritiemnerged from the presentations. Mexico,
Brazil, and Egypt, for example, have worked on dlegelopment of water accounts,
while Morocco plans to develop coherent accountgtfe forestry sector. Indonesia
has completed accounts for mineral and energy resswand timber resources, and
India has a short-term plan to develop physicapsupnd use tables for land, forest
and timber, and mineral resources. Russia will leekimg on the development of
asset accounts, physical flow accounts, and enwiemtal activity accounts and
Vietham on asset accounts (e.g. water, oil), aiission accounts, and public
expenditure accounts. Jamaica, Samoa, Tanzanid)gaada are in the early stages
of planning and evaluation for environmental-ecoioraccounting and overall



emphasized the need for ongoing statistical capacilding. The overall outcome of
the discussion was that some countries have alrezhe significant progress in
developing selected accounts (e.g., water, mirardlenergy resources), at the same
time, additional capacity building and technologgansfer is needed to support
development of sustainable statistical productioncesses to facilitate the SEEA
implementation in a number of other countries. éneyal, the need for developing a
set of consistent training materials and a wayfigicévely communicating the SEEA
was stressed. One of the main challenges in impi&tien is the consistency in data
generated for the same resources across agencidscanmunication between
ministries/agencies.

20. The SEEA implementation was seen as a governmemrdprocess. At the
country level, there sometimes seems to be limitadstment in coordination,
collaboration and sharing of data between secfiree countries are heterogeneous
in their structure for management of national aoteu(e.g., central banks are
responsible for national accounts in some countrigtsengthening of the National
Statistical Offices (NSOs) as lead coordinators tfee overall national statistical
system can address challenges associated withcdatanunication and exchange
between ministries/agencies. Statistical sustdiitylvas considered important and
needs to be reinforced throughout the implememapi@cess so that SEEA should
not be viewed as a one-time exercise. It was enm@thaghat sharing information,
training and communication materials are key corept;m1 of the SEEA
implementation.

Session IV — Global implementation of the SEEA, Cadination and Partnership
Arrangements

(Chair: Raymundo Talento, Director, Economic Satistics Office, National Satistical
Coordination Board, Philippines)

21. This session included a panel discussion by intenmal agencies regarding
work on the global implementation of the SEEA amthted coordination issues.
Panellists were Markus Lehmann (CBD), Jean-Louiv&VéEuropean Environment
Agency), Pedro Diaz Mufioz (Eurostat), Sachiko Ts{ijpod and Agriculture
Organization), Kimberly Zieschang (International htary Fund), Peter van de Ven
(Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Dewelept), Xiaoning Gong
(Economic Commission for Africa), Pascual Gerstieh{&conomic Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean), Tim Scott (UNDPyshpam Kumar (UNEP),
Tomasz Jusczak (United Nations Forum on Forests),Glenn-Marie Lange (World
Bank). The panellists emphasized the importanaesioig existing policy frameworks
(e.g., National Biodiversity Strategy and Action ai, National Statistical
Development Strategy, OECD Green Growth Strategg) iaroads for the
implementation of the SEEA. They noted the polieynand for accounts to respond
to various policy frameworks. The panellists expess urgency to secure national
commitment for SEEA implementation and start to edlep real examples of the
SEEA accounts for which agreement on a set of tadnles was considered crucial.

22. The need to create a strong coordination mechamisrang international
agencies and organizations through partnerships esasidered as an important
strategy to assist countries in SEEA implementatidssessing the mandates and



strength of each agencies and carve out a partpensith clear roles and
responsibilities for each international agency wassidered an important initial step
to strengthen coordination and facilitate the SEBAlementation in countries. Such
mapping should be undertaken both at the levehefpolicy frameworks as well as
statistical responsibilities to ensure that a commigion and programme of work in
line with the national priorities is developed beem the international agencies and
the countries. At the same time, bilateral dondratives should also be coordinated.
One of the main concerns raised during the Conéerevas the risk that donor driven
activities would be undertaken in an uncoordinateahner leading to unsustainable
statistical programmes taking away resources fregular statistical production
processes.

23. Conference participants requested UNSD to undertkeassessment of
national and international initiatives related t&BE3\ implementation both from a
statistical and policy perspective.

Session V — Outreach and Communication Strategy fahe SEEA
Chair: Andrey Tatarinov, Director of National Accounts, Federal Sate Satistics
Service, Russian Federation

24.  Ivo Havinga presented main elements on the devedopf a communication
strategy for the SEEA emphasizing the importanca gbod communication plan for
the SEEA that addresses its applicability to emnmental, economic, and social
dimensions. He explained the objectives and keysages of the communication
strategy about raising awareness of the integratedire of the multipurpose
framework and engaging the statistical communitywasdl as demonstrating its
usefulness for policy purposes.

25. The session continued with a panel discussion \piinellists including
Pushpam Kumar (UNEP), Juan Pablo Castaneda (Woddk)B lan Ewing
(Australian Bureau of Statistics), and Joe St. leawe (Statistics Canada). The
panellists provided various examples of their workcommunication strategies for
their agency/country. Approaches included the dmmeent of a clear set of
messages, often with a focus on the policy apptinatand the relevance to the
audience of the work done by the agency, targatgdgement of professionals in the
field, differentiation of materials based on theiance targeted, and use of dedicated
resources to develop and carry out the communitati@ategy. The definition of the
audience (or audiences) and the subsequent devetapof materials for that
audience was mentioned as a critical element ocanymunication strategy.

26. Linking the SEEA to existing policies is an importapart of the
communication strategy. At the same time, it waso atonsidered important to
demonstrate the merits of the SEEA in its own rigtiher exclusively in relation to a
specific policy objective. Participants considevetether the whole breadth of what
SEEA accounting involves should be communicatedrate (since that could be
intimidating for a country). It was concluded tlt@immunication messages should be
variable depending on the audience. Potential agde for the SEEA need to be
clarified and defined, and from that relevant mgesawill emerge. The discussion
indicated the need to develop ways to assess isygdotommunication strategies.
When developing communication strategies, resoucoestraints need to be



considered in particular in developing countriesl &low communication fits into

priorities. Several comments pointed out that papzing the SEEA and developing
the demand from policymakers is key and will faatk the process of implementing
the SEEA. The main conclusions of this sessiontpdiut that communication of
the SEEA is a key element of the SEEA implementatidedicated resources and
professional communications and marketing expemtsreecessary to develop and
implement a successful communication strategy.

Session VI — Tools to Assist in the Global Implemeéation of the SEEA
(Chair: Samuel Echoku, Principal Satistician, Uganda Bureau of Satistics)

27.  This session was organized as a panel discussaut &dols that already exist

or are under development to assist in the impleatiemt of the SEEA. Panellists were
Carl Obst (SEEA Editor), Peter van de Ven (OECD¥dr® Diaz Mufioz (Eurostat),

and Pascual Gerstenfeld (ECLAC). Tools presentetlded the implementation

guide, which provides countries guidance on howstéot the SEEA implementation;

the diagnostic tool, which allows countries to assihe data available for populating
their prioritized SEEA accounts; core tables undewelopment by the OECD;

manuals, training materials and courses developedurostat; and the regional
perspective at ECLAC on tools for SEEA implemeoiati

28. It was discussed how the experience of the OECDH #eteloping SEEA core
tables may be expanded more broadly. Regardingdtetables, a phased approach
may be considered starting with the mapping oftgxgsbasic statistics, followed by
development of possible tables within 2-3 yearshwi target for desired core tables
in 5 or more years. Those desired tables reflétésaa country might like to have but
may currently not be collecting the necessary data.

29. The importance of translating the tools into regidanguages was stressed as
well as the need to build a critical mass of ptasiers using the tools.

30. Participants commented that there may be a neeskttools that already exist

within the SEEA system itself, for example, thoseloped for SEEA-Water that

may be linked with the SEEA Central Framework arahuoals, training materials and

courses developed by Eurostat. Remote sensingpial shat should be considered as
a source of data for countries where certain degtesme not collected on a regular
basis. Related to the core tables, there was sameem about deciding between
having tables with specific versus broad uses.

31. The presentations were seen to be helpful in shpwhe universe of tools
available, including training materials, and furtleéfort is now needed to pull those
tools into a single package. It was suggestedit@lall the available tools together
and organize them in an E-platform, which wouldoalgrovide a forum for

practitioners to exchange experiences and dis@ss®s$ in implementation. It was
considered important to create a depository of tmes to support the SEEA
implementation.



Session VIl — Experimental Ecosystem Accounting Téag and Research Agenda
(Chair: Patrick Birungi, National Planning Authority, Uganda)

32. A panel discussed the SEEA Experimental Ecosysteogodnting and
approaches planned or underway related to ecosyamrounting following the
presentation by Alessandra Alfieri (UNSD) providiag overview on the status and
future direction of work of EEA. Panellists inclueTonnie Tekelenburg
(Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency), Hon&aggwa (National
Environment Management Authority, Uganda), Rosisndiortela (Conservation
International), Mark Eigenraam (Department of Eorment and Primary Industries
in Victoria, Australia), Robert Griffin (Natural @dal Project), Markus Lehmann (on
behalf of TEEB), and Tone Solhaug (Norwegian Mhyisif the Environment). The
panellists presented a range of approaches and tbat are available to support
research and testing in ecosystem accounting, dmguthe GLOBIO3 model for
biodiversity, INVEST for estimation and mapping afrange of ecosystem services
primarily site specific, and several TEEB repofgeld work discussed included a
pilot project looking at ecosystem valuation inlRdnVEST testing in India, Belize,
and Mozambique, TEEB national implementation in ®hy Ecuador, the
Philippines, Tanzania, and Liberia, fishery accountin Uganda and ecosystem
accounting in the state of Victoria, Australia. Atgntial pilot project to look at the
testing of ecosystem accounting for biodiversity aelated ecosystem services was
also presented.

33. The proposed approach to advance the researchestidgt agenda of the
SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting was consitleppropriate. The need for
a peer review assessment of existing methods tehaodl assess different aspects of
the SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting emergegharticular, the issue of
developing a baseline by 2016 to inform the Po8tl52Development Agenda for
biodiversity was discussed. It was proposed thaeating of practitioners takes place
in the autumn to discuss different methods curyentuse for different aspects of the
SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting, the datadsefor accelerating the
testing and to develop a project proposal forgsin 6 to 8 countries.

34. Several practices already take into account anyster® approach (e.g. FAO
fishery). These initiatives would need to be mappét the objective of harmonizing
methodologies. It was also stressed the need kdHim research and testing activities
on the SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting WMBES, considering synergies
in the work programme.

35.  While the focus on physical accounts was stress&is noted that for some
countries and agencies monetary values are coassiderportant in their ability to

affect policy decisions. Notwithstanding the diéfiat views on valuation, it remains
an important topic for research in the SEEA Expental Ecosystem Accounting
research and testing agenda.

Session VIl — Parallel Groups Focusing on Key SEEAmplementation Issues
(Chair: Peter Harper, Chair of the UNCEEA and Deputy Australian Statistician)

36. Conference participants were divided into six gotgpdiscuss six topic areas
related to the SEEA implementation in greater dlefetie reports back from the

10



parallel group sessions were used to assist idegkelopment of recommendations of
the conference. The group discussions were orgarszeund a set of suggested
guestions for each topic. The main discussion pdirdm each of the groups were
summarized by the moderator of each group.

37.  The first group, moderated by Shelly Winston of @atistical Institute of
Jamaica discussed the topic of capacity buildieglisg up, and associated funding
for SEEA implementation. This group indicated thernational coordination is
needed for capacity building to avoid putting uressary pressure on scarce country
resources. Furthermore, international initiativeeudd be directly linked to national
priorities. Participants recommended conductingonat stakeholder meetings for
coordination and identification of national priceg. Countries should identify a lead
agency to oversee national implementation and iiyergppropriate stages of
implementation (e.g., coordination and priority tegf in the short term and
development of accounts in the medium term). Tlegrlso stressed the importance
of coordinating the SEEA implementation with the/Shkhplementation to ensure the
development of an efficient and sustainable stedisinfrastructure.

38. The second group, moderated by Jose Antonio SetNadgamiento, Brazilian
Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE), d&sad the topic of developing the
institutional framework for country implementatiolkey points raised by the group
included the need to use the national statisticalrh to promote and communicate
the SEEA and the need to define who is responsdrl¢he accounts and formalize
collaboration arrangements. The group noted thak laf transparency and
collaboration between different levels of governmeme the most important
obstacles. In addition, standards and protocolsldvassist in ensuring sharing and
accuracy of information between different governtrsactors.

39.  The third group, moderated by Pascual GerstenfelEiGLAC, discussed the
topic of tools supporting the SEEA implementatidine group suggested that the
existing draft diagnostic tool and associated dantsare too complex and should be
simplified (use the structure of the rapid diagmosbol). The long diagnostic tool
often refers to different types of statistics, nmemission inventories, water
statistics, energy statistics, waste statisticgjrenment statistics, national accounts,
international trade statistics, business statistimsrernment finance statistics, and
other. The group felt that emission inventorieater statistics and waste statistics
should fall under the general heading of "environmstatistics" as they are not
separate disciplines in their own right, so thdreutd be 7 types (energy statistics,
environment statistics, national accounts, intéomal trade statistics, business
statistics, government finance statistics, andrptbiestatistics in lieu of 10 currently
in the tool It was recommended to avoid relating SEEA to dmepblicy initiatives
such as green growth; instead it was suggestedetonbre general about the
advantages of the SEEA framework in helping meaptogress in environment and
development. Group members felt that the tools neegrovide some additional
guidance on roles and responsibilities of the gooaip and clarify who the sponsors,
promoters, managers and users are. They also tieeteed to coordinate SEEA and
FDES diagnostic tools and to create networks ofitut®ns within countries for
better coordination between the different agencies.
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40. Group 4, moderated by Sandra Silva Paulsen of dueeSariat for Strategic
Affairs of the President of Brazil, covered theitopf the SEEA coordination at the
global level. The participants suggested usingtexjcoordination mechanisms (e.qg.
UNCEEA) and strengthen them to support implementatilhey indicated that the
main challenges for global coordination are empavgecountry-level coordination
of local initiatives, strengthening interagency boation, and donor coordination.
For raising awareness of SEEA as a tool for podogplysis, the group suggested
creating links to the post-2015 agenda and othebad regional, and national
initiatives and policy frameworks. Internationalganizations and countries should
also be encouraged to inform UNSD of ongoing ati¢igito allow for mapping of
environmental-economic accounts implementation.

41. The fifth group, moderated by Mark Eigenraam of thepartment of
Environment and Primary Industries in Victoria, #a$ia, discussed the SEEA
Experimental Ecosystem Accounting testing and mekeaagenda. Participants
highlighted the need to provide case studies toemedosystem accounting more
tangible to decision makers. In terms of prioritiza of research items, delineation
and classification of land and spatial units, mdghfor measuring ecosystem services
and condition, and biodiversity issues are of edirat priority for SEEA EEA
research and testing. Of equal second priority,o@icg to the group, are
development of linkages between land accounts rahaistries to supply and demand
of ecosystem services and research into valuatethaods for ecosystem services that
are consistent with the SNA.

42. Group 6, moderated by Raymundo Talento of the MNatioStatistical
Coordination Board of the Philippines, considerdte tSEEA outreach and
communication strategy. The group felt that UNSDwW# engage communication
and marketing professionals for promoting the SEERere is the need to develop
briefs for the general public and for policy makeass well as briefs for technical
audiences. Different messages are needed for alifexudiences, focusing on those
outcomes from the use of the SEEA that are relef@nta given audience. The
participants also highlighted the importance ofvaying consistent messages across
agencies about the benefits of SEEA and its linkageonitoring and evaluation of
sustainable development. To facilitate communicatid the SEEA, they suggested
use of existing channels as well as innovative camioation approaches, and the
need to secure dedicated funding for the varionsneonication activities.

Session IX — Adoption of the Recommendations frormhe International
Conference
(Chair: Peter Harper, Chair of the UNCEEA and Deputy Australian Statistician)

43. The Conference adopted a draft set of recommenudatiéor the

implementation of the SEEA subject to additionaie® and editing. UNSD intends
to draft a report providing context around the reotendations for further
consideration by the UNCEEA.
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Annex

Recommendations
of the International Conference on the Global Impémentation Programme for
the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting

(17-19 June 2013, New York)

Attendees of the International Conference “Globgblementation of the SEEA” held
at the UNHQ, New York from 17-19 June:

Preamble

Recognizing the important role of the SEEA to dsis national development
planning;

Recognizing that the United Nations Statistical @ussion, at its 43 session,
adopted the SEEA Central Framework as a statistit;aldard for environmental-
economic accounting and at its "44session adopted the strategy for the
implementation of the SEEA Central Framework cgllfor a flexible and modular
approach to implementation and entrusting the UNER&Eh the responsibility to
take the implementation forward;

Recognizing that countries are at different levél statistical development and
progress in the implementation of the SEEA,

Recognizing the importance of country ownership ahdhe political will to the
implementation of the SEEA Central Framework areltésting and development of
SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting; furtheroggizing the importance of
early engagement of policy makers in the implent@rigrocess as a key component
of driving demand for implementation of environmargconomic accounting;

Noting that the United Nations Statistical Commussiat its 4% session, recognized
the role of SEEA as an important measurement frasriewo inform several policy

frameworks, including for example the post-2015 aelepment agenda, green
economy, green growth, poverty and environmenigitive, etc.;

Noting that the endorsed implementation strategguses on a demand-driven
approach based on national and international pokads;

Considering that the implementation strategy hgiti the principles of a strategic
management approach, using coordination, monitcsingd reporting to ensure that
the roles of international and regional organizaicare clear and their actions
complementary, effective, and efficient;

Considering that the United Nations Statistical @ussion, at its 44 session,

encouraged further research and testing of the SHEXxperimental Ecosystem
Accounting framework;
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Being aware that an explicit communication strate@gs seen as vital to continuing
to build support for the SEEA and as such is aegra#l component of technical
assistance and capacity building programs to acaosnphe implementation of the
SEEA Central Framework and the testing of SEEA HErpental Ecosystem

Accounting;

Provide the following recommendations to the UNCHBAIts consideration;
1. Strategic planning

1. As expressed in the Report of the High-LeveldPahEminent Persons on the
Post-2015 Development Agenda "A New Global PartmersEradicate Poverty and
Transform Economies through Sustainable Developments important to seize the
window of opportunity created by high-level goveemhrecognition of the key role
of statistical systems in monitoring progress oficpgs to be developed through the
post-2015 agenda. UNCEEA should develop a sham-fgogram of work for SEEA
implementation, demonstrating the role of SEEA imonitoring and reporting
requirements, including the setting of baselinepast-2015 agenda, as well as a
longer-term road map for implementation.

2. To secure resources for the implementation ®SBEA Central Framework
and the testing and further development of SEEA efrpental Ecosystem
Accounting and as part of its resource mobilizastmategy, UNCEEA should explore
funding opportunities available through globaliatives, particularly those initiatives
that have a strong component on measurement.

3. A strategy should be put in place to ensure @ppate human and financial
resources be made available at the global, regi@mal national levels to facilitate
successful implementation of the SEEA accounts. BE& should develop and
provide leadership for a resource mobilizationtetyg.

4. The SEEA requires a global communication stsatdtat targets multiple

potential audiences (e.g., policymakers, acadepnigate, general public, NGOs and
media) and conveys the key SEEA messages, presentexys that appeal to various
audiences. The strategy would also include to@swould assist countries in raising
awareness of the SEEA. Funding and recruitmertedicated communication and
marketing specialists is critical to the developmeh the SEEA communication

strategy.

5. There is a need to provide guidance and asssstan including the SEEA
implementation in national and regional strateganfeworks (inter alia National
Statistical Development Strategy, National DeveleptmPlans, National Sustainable
Development Plans, National Biodiversity Strategyg @ction Plans) as critical tools
for policy planning and development.

6. While ad-hoc approaches to environmental-ecoo@uocounting can provide
immediate, important information for policy makerhey should be gradually
transformed into coordinated efforts to produce wstanable programme of
environmental-economic accounts and supportingstts as part of a national
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statistical development strategy and for use incpalevelopment, implementation,
and review.

1.1 SEEA Central Framework

7. Strategic plans of implementation followed bydmaps for implementation
of the SEEA Central Framework at the regional/sedienal and national levels
should be developed by countries using a flexibhel anodular approach with
statistical and institutional deliverables, incluglibaselines developed for the near
term (by 2015/6) using an accelerated approachjumeterm (by 2020), and long-
term (by 2030). This approach should take into i@ration country priorities and
their level of statistical development.

8. Considering it addresses economic and envirotahénformation in an
integrated manner, SEEA Central Framework is anonapt framework for
monitoring and accountability related to the pd3t2 agenda, reaffirming the
importance of mainstreaming the SEEA.

1.2 SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting

9. There is a need for leadership and coordindtimm UNCEEA in advancing
the SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting testng research agenda. This
should include developing a project or projects aallaborating with ongoing and
proposed projects developed by other institutioesy.( countries, international
agencies, NGOs, academia). This work, which wooNlve those countries who are
willing to participate, should move forward quicklp provide examples of its
potential use. One specific early area of testilag tve in the development of baseline
measures of ecosystem condition, including biodrgr

10.  Testing of the SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Aotiog by countries that
are willing to be involved in this work should corance.

11. In advancing the research agenda and testintheofSEEA Experimental
Ecosystem Accounting, UNCEEA should establish coamn with global initiatives
related to ecosystem services (inter alia, WAVIPRES, TEEB, VANTAGE).

2. Coordination, monitoring and reporting

12.  There should be strong coordination and codip@raamong international
agencies working on activities related to the impatation of the SEEA (e.g., IMF,
UNDP, UNEP, World Bank/WAVES and OECD) at the imi&tional, regional and
national levels. To facilitate coordination and pemtion, a partnership for the
implementation and mainstreaming of SEEA shouldreated with clear delineation
of roles and responsibilities of international orgations. The details of this
partnership would need to be worked out at the Etege.

13. The SEEA Central Framework implementation amdA Smplementation

should, where relevant, proceed in a coordinategheiaat the country level to ensure
efficient development of a common statistical isfracture and operations. National
coordination arrangements, including inter-agenogrth-south and south-south
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coordination, should assist in establishing cormtiguand sustainable production of
relevant SEEA and SNA data.

14. Multiple mechanisms exist and should be expldrefacilitate coordination
among the international and regional agencies at dbuntry level (e.g., UN
Development Group, UN Country Teams, UNCEEA). UNgiReal Commissions
and sub-regional organizations should play a ké&yirothe sub-regional and regional
coordination of implementation. This coordinationl weduce duplication of efforts
by international, regional, and national developtreartners and assist countries in
developing a coherent national strategy alignedh whie sub-regional and regional
strategies.

15. Taking into account the mandate given to UNCHiBAthe UN Statistical
Commission as the governing body for the overatirdmation of statistical matters
with regard to implementation of SEEA, approprigsources should be dedicated to
the UNCEEA Secretariat to facilitate the global whoeation of the SEEA
implementation.

16. UNCEEA should develop a mechanism for trackinggress of countries in
the implementation of the SEEA. A single centrakteyn for reporting SEEA
information to international organizations shouédgursued to increase the efficiency
of national reporting of SEEA data. Internationajjanizations should cooperate to
the extent possible when it comes to reporting SEEArmation to international
organizations, for reasons of efficiency, minimgioountries’ response burden and
consistency of data.

17.  There is a need to develop draft common cdnlesgsuch as for water, forest,
energy, land cover/use) for guiding countries e tBEEA Central Framework
implementation in the short term. In the mediumldng term, these draft tables
should be progressively developed, in harmonizatioiih reporting requirements
from other organizations (e.g. Eurostat and OE@@{, national reporting tables and
should be aligned with existing and developing @olirameworks (e.g., the post-
2015 agenda).

18.  To facilitate early implementation of SEEA ahrdwing on its strength as an
organizing framework, existing data — environmeatad economic - should be used
as appropriate. Standardized approaches for adugessissing data should be
developed and used as appropriate.

3. National statistical capacity building

19. The SEEA implementation needs to be a natipr@lned and country-led
process, with capacity building and coordinatioanir international agencies and
within countries as required.

20. National statistical offices (NSOs) or theiua@lent, as appropriate, have a
lead role in national statistical systems and ceesitare encouraged to empowered
NSO’s or their equivalent for the implementation the SEEA and supporting

statistics at the national level. Capacity buildargl advocacy, supported by relevant
international organizations, will be critical iniglregard. Countries are encouraged to
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define a national coordination mechanism with cledes and responsibilities for
different institutions, including identifying a ldaagency or agencies that will
champion and coordinate the work.

21. Based on the country priorities for SEEA impéetation, additional SEEA
implementation tools and materials are to be d@ezlo These materials and tools
need to be developed in a coordinated manner aviewed by UNCEEA and
appropriate technical expert and city groups grqeps, London Group, Oslo Group)
for consistency with the SEEA framework.

22. Countries are encouraged to develop and caditheir individual SEEA
communication strategies using existing channefere possible, and, depending on
the specific national circumstances, innovatincghwiew communication approaches
that reach a wide range of potential audiences.

23. Through a collaborative process, internatioagéncies should create and
further develop a publicly accessible e-platfornhickh would include a forum for
exchange of environmental-economic accounting kadgé (e.g., expert and user
discussions, FAQs, user communities) and a cemttakssible repository for existing
SEEA implementation materials and tools (e.g., gme&ions, training materials,
technical notes, implementation guides, compilatieanuals, simplified diagnostic
tools and those tools being prepared in the comterther initiatives such as FDES,
etc.). The goal of this e-platform would be to pdeveasy access to implementation
materials and tools by the various potential usexsvell as facilitate exchange on
knowledge, experiences, and lessons learned i8ERA implementation.

24, UNCEEA needs to prioritize translation of toalsd materials into multiple
languages in order to facilitate national impleraginh in non-English speaking
countries.

25. Sharing country experiences was considerednaoriant aspect of building
capability within countries, including possibilii®f South-South cooperation, North-
South cooperation, and triangular cooperation.

26. Innovative data sources (e.g., big data, rensatesing data) should be
considered, as appropriate, when compiling the SEBEé&ounting tables. Moving
forward there is a need to establish collaboratietween the statistical community,
the environment community and the geospatial conitpwuimcluding, inter alia, the

Global Earth Observation System of Systems and3lobal Geospatial Information
Management (GGIM).
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