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1. Background 
 
Land classification has bee discussed in the 14th meeting of the London Group in Canberra on 
the basis of a paper prepared by EEA on land cover (LG/14/9 Land Cover Classification for 
Land Cover Accounting) and FAO on land use (LG/14/10 Land Use Classification). The 
conclusion of this discussion was that 1/ an international classification standard for land use 
should remain restricted to 15-20 land cover classes and built up from the FAO LCCS system 
when going to details and 2/ that FAO land use classification should be the standard for 
agriculture, forests and fisheries, supplemented for other classes with the UNECE land use 
classification. The two classifications should be supplemented at a later stage with a 
classification of land functions reflecting the multiple “secondary” uses of a given piece of 
land and connecting to ecosystem services.  
 
On demand of UNSD, FAO and EEA have jointly drafted and presented a paper to the June 
2009 meeting of UNCEEA on the progress on land classification. The following figure 
summarizes the presentation. 
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Early in July FAO and EEA met and come to the conclusion that no contradiction exist 
anymore between the Corine Land Cover nomenclature used in Europe and the new version 
of the LCCS. A conversion between LCCS based land cover map of Egypt and CLC has been 
easily done. 
 
In November, the results of the feasibility study by ESA (the European Space Agency) and 
EEA of the GlobCorine map derived from the GlobCover process (see Annex 2) confirm the 
possibility of producing a global land cover map with frequent updates matching at the global 
scale the requirements of ecosystem accounting. Such map can be produced with satellites 
similar to MERIS such as MODIS, IRS, CBERS and others. 
 

2. Proposal 
 

The following legend of 14 classes is proposed as the backbone (Level 1) of an international 
classification. 

 
Level 1 legend 

• Cultivated/managed areas - Rainfed cropland 
• Cultivated/managed areas - Irrigated cropland 
• Cultivated/managed areas - Complex cropland 
• Mosaic of cultivated/managed areas and natural/semi-natural vegetation  
• Forest 
• Woody/shrub vegetation 
• Grassland/herbaceous vegetation 
• Mosaic of natural and semi-natural vegetation  
• Sparsely vegetated areas 
• Bare soil 
• Wetlands 
• Water bodies 
• Permanent snow and ice 
• Artificial surfaces and associated areas 

 
This legend should be submitted to competent organisations for validation and a limited 
possibility of extension (5 to 6 classes more). 
 
It will be up to countries or regional authorities or research organisations to develop the 
detailed classes embedded into the international Level 1. 
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