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A. Introduction

The SEEA Central Framework is the internationgboese of the statistical
community to meet the policy demands for broadeasuees of economic growth,
well being and sustainable progress of societrepatticular, the framework
addresses the ever increasing policy demand foe aod better data on the
interaction between the economy and environmentladtocks and changes in
stocks of environmental assets to evaluate suatctsps productive and efficient use
of natural inputs, sustainable patterns of producéind consumption, environmental-
related production and employment, and depleti@hcamservation of natural
resources.

With the adoption of the SEEA Central Frameworkhat43® session of the
Statistical Commission, countries are encouragechptement the SEEA Central
Framework as part of their official statistics pragme for environmental-economic
statistics depending on their priorities, capab#itand resources. In addition,
international and regional agencies and countriés more advanced statistical
practices are encouraged to assist countriesablesting statistical and institutional
capacity for this domain of official statistics.

This paper sets out the initial thoughts on a dlsbategy for the implementation of
the SEEA Central Framework. It has been preparg@daade the context for a
discussion at the UNCEEA on the global implemeatasitrategy and possibly
provide the contours of an organisational strucfar¢he formulation of such
strategy. The paper is organised around the ofsgeofithe strategy, the role of
UNCEEA in the coordination and governance of thategy and the suggested
principles of the strategy.

B. Objective

The statistical community could respond with a gladirategy with a twofold
objective: a) to assist countries in the adoptibthe SEEA Central Framework as the
measurement framework for environmental-econonmgowaats and supporting
statistics, and b) to establish incrementally gahhical capacity for regular reporting
on a minimum set of environmental-economic statsstiables and accounts with the
appropriate scope, detail and quality.

C. Roleof UNCEEA

The UNCEEA is well placed given its mandate from 8tatistical Commission to
include in its programme of work the area of “immpkntation and statistical capacity-
building” with the objective “to develop concertedplementation strategies
encompassing relevant supporting statistics andititegration in SEEA”. Therefore
the UNCEEA should clarify its role in the overatiplementation of the SEEA.



D. Principles

Drawing a parallel with the global implementatiaitiative of the 2008 SNA with the
aim to seek synergies between the two global statisnitiatives, the global
programme on the SEEA could be based on the saee phinciples: a) strategic
planning, b) monitoring, coordination and reportiagd c) improving statistical
systems.

Strateqic planningAt international level, it refers to the strategiartnerships
coordinated by UNCEEA between international andomg agencies, UN regional
commissions and countries. These strategic pahipsrextend to the two other
principles of monitoring, coordination and repogti&nd improving statistical
systems.

At national level, strategic planning refers tonfimilation of a strategic visiobased
on a detailed national assessn@gxisting capacity and needs followed by the
formulation of a national implementation programme

The international community could develop commagdbstic tools to aid countries
to undertake self assessments and common guidéinds drafting of strategic
visions and national implementation plans for thaaus modules. These diagnostic
tools would typically cover the evaluation of thesting institutional arrangements
for managing integrated statistics like a) legisgtoperation and process
management frameworks, b) coordination and govemarrangements like advisory
committees, service level agreements and c) humeaffirgancial resources.
Moreover, tools would include the assessment oé#igting statistical production
processes which cover the components of: a) thefusgreed standards and
scientific statistical methods, data editing, matacand data warehousing and data
quality frameworks, b) business registers and feamguse of survey and
administrative data sources and d) disseminationcammunication practices.

Communication about the environmental economicdssiied and indicators should be
accorded appropriate attention in the assessntentates to raising public awareness
and use of environmental-economic statistics fairenmental sustainability, which
have the interest of the general public and pahekers and analysts. Therefore the
communication should be targeted for both audierféasthe general public, the
story line should be simple with limited numbeimdicators related to their
(changing) patterns and preferences of productiohcansumption. More detailed
messages from a broader dashboard of indicatotddshe available for policy
makers and analysts to allow for the monitoringiedierlying causes of change in
indicators and understanding the relationships éetvthe indicators.

Also the national assessment should ascertain hewdvelopment of environmental-
economic statistics and accounts can be underiaitkaut increasing response and
resource burden by using existing administrative survey data sources. Moreover,
it should evaluate how the existing supply andtabée frameworks can be used as
developed for compilation of economic accounts Xtgrding these economic
accounts to environmental accounts through theisnah of physical flows of natural



resource inputs. By using the existing supply aseltables and input-output tables
frameworks, the generation of policy related intbesawill be significantly facilitated
as well as other forms of descriptive, decompasitind modelling analysis.

Monitoring, coordination and reportinghis principle covers the actual
implementation of the programme of work. It couldnvisaged that the global
implementation of the SEEA Central Framework angpsuting statistics follows
three distinct stages in a multi-year programmettilees into account the different
levels of statistical development. These threeestaguld be described as follows:

Stage I: Undertaking national assessments and fatimg national visions and

implementation programmes;

Stage II: Adapting institutional arrangements atadistical production process;
Stage lll. Applying adapted institutional arrangenseand statistical production
process and release of environmental-economiststatitables and accounts.

In order to monitor national progress in the impéenation of the SEEA Central
Framework, the international community could dewdernationally agreed
monitoring tools for measuring a) the scope anditet implementation through the
identification of minimum required data sets byafie SEEA modules, b) the
compliance with SEEA concepts for specific SEEA mled and c) data quality
assurance frameworks for specific SEEA modules.

If the aspiration is to monitor the status of pesg on a recurrent basis, the UNCEEA
may include in its work program reviews of the ssabf progress by SEEA modules
through global surveys on the aspects of scopalatail, compliance and data

quality. These reviews could be done on rotatirggdand linked to the international
reporting questionnaires for individual moduleshsd SEEA.

For international reporting purpose of environmeatanomic statistics, the
UNCEEA could request international agencies antnegd organisations to
coordinate their efforts in developing core talftgsnational data reporting on
environmental-economic statistics for specific SEBAdules. While the relevance of
the SEEA modules will vary between country, priestfor the development of the
core tables could be linked to ongoing initiatieé®rganisations (like for OECD’s
green growth strategy and UN’s green economy sfyaded work on the post 2015
sustainable development indicators) or legal répgrequirements (as in the case of
Eurostat). Also this work on national data repwtby countries could be integrated
with the work undertaken by the Inter secretariairkihg Group on Environment
Statistics to ensure cost effective internatioméllection program and mechanisms
with minimum response burden for the reporting ¢oas.

Improving statistical system$his principle relates to the strengthening of the
institutional arrangements and each of the buildhlogks of the statistical production
process for the SEEA modules selected by a country.

The UNCEEA could consider a programme of work iogpessively providing
targeted training courses, compilation guidancerartibooks for specific SEEA
modules. The specific aim should be to focus morthe various stages of the



statistical production process that precede thegnation of the data into the
environmental economic accounts, namely, the didle@nd processing of basic
source data and the institutional context.

Also guidance should be provided on advocacy amckach in support of generating
political motivation and communicating the poli®levance of the SEEA. Ongoing
dialogue among statistical producers and userbéas recognized as a critical
element in the promotion of the statistical capabitilding. For this purpose, the
statistical advocacy tool kits maintained by PadisSecretariat could be a point of
departure. In general, the tool kits should berumsental in supporting a dialogue
among statistical producers, the various levelgoeernment, the business sector, the
academic community, and the general public abautdte of official statistics in
evidenced based decision and policy making.

A division of work between the international andiomal organisations should be
worked out based on their strategic interest itifigenodules. By way of example
UNEP could lead the development of compilation goimk and training courses for
Environmental Goods and Services, UNSD for wateoants and statistics and
energy accounts and statistics, Eurostat on envienoial protection expenditures, air
emission accounts and environmentally related tareds=AO on forestry and
fisheries accounts and statistics.

In order to facilitate the easy and centralisedasco statistical standards, manuals,
handbooks, textbooks, compilation guidance and frestices on the implementation
of the SEEA, UNSD could further extend its web-loblkeowledge base on methods
and country practices in environmental-economioanting, sourced from and
hyperlinked to other relevant organizations, tolifate easy access to statistical
standards, manuals, handbooks, textbooks, conguilgtiidance and best practices
on the implementation of the SEEA. Where possibleforts should be made to
make this material available in the official langaa of the United Nations.

E. Questionsfor discussion
Q1. Considering the limited the limited human amaricial resources of the national
and international statistical community, which pities for the implementation

strategy should be set?

Q2. What are the mechanisms for UNCEEA to coorditia¢ activities from various
international organisations?

Q3. Should a UNCEEA sub-committee be set up to waotkfurther details of the
global implementation strategy?



