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Overview

• UNSD data collection 

• Revision of UNSD Annual Questionnaire on Energy 
Statistics

• Process and Timeline



UNSD data collection

• UNSD collects data on a global basis 
in order to provide a database of 
comparable statistics for all countries

• The level of information in the 
UNSD questionnaire is based on a 
common set of statistics that countries 
are expected to compile at a minimum

• The questionnaire is based on a compromise between the 
relevance of the data and the availability of data in 
countries

Data collected through the Annual 
Energy Statistics Questionnaires 
feed into:
• Energy Yearbook
• Energy Balances and Electricity 

Profiles
• Energy statistics database (1950 

– present)
• UNdata (Energy statistics from 

1990 to present)





Revision of the UNSD Questionnaire

Main objectives:

• Align the questionnaire with the terminology, definitions 
and classifications in IRES

• Harmonize to the extent possible our questionnaire 
with the IEA/Eurostat/ECE Questionnaire

• Format of UNSD questionnaire

Alignment with IRES

Alignment in terminology
On the products side:
• Lignite/brown coal → Brown Coal
• Hard coal briquettes → Patent fuel
On the flow side:

• Conversions → Transformation
• Consumption by the energy sector → Energy 

industries own use



List of product is now fully aligned with SIEC
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• Hard Coal
• Anthracite
• Coking coal
• Other bituminous coal

• Brown Coal
• Lignite
• Other sub-bituminous coal

Revised UNSD Questionnaire UNSD Questionnaire

• Hard Coal

• Lignite/Brown Coal

List of flows is now fully aligned with IRES
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Manufacturing, construction and non-fuel
mining industries

Iron and steel
Chemical and petrochemical
Other industry

• Non-ferrous metals
• Non-metallic minerals
• Transport equipment
• Machinery
• Mining and quarrying
• Food, beverages and tobacco
• Paper, pulp and printing
• Wood and wood products
• Construction
• Textiles and leather
• Not elsewhere specified  

Or even ask for a ISIC 2-digit level of detail

Revised UNSD Questionnaire UNSD Questionnaire
Industry Sector

Iron and steel
Chemical and petrochemical
Other industry



Harmonization with 
the IEA/ Eurostat/ECE Questionnaire

• The UNSD and the IEA/Eurostat/ECE Questionnaires 
were already similar in content

• IRES has fostered further harmonization between the two 
Questionnaires

• Multiple benefits:
• Reduce response burden
• Facilitate data sharing
• Increase transparency

Examples

Hard Coal
• Anthracite
• Coking coal
• Other bituminous coal

Brown Coal
• Lignite
• Other sub-bituminous coal

UNSD Questionnaire IEA/Eurostat/ECE Questionnaire

• Anthracite
• Coking Coal
• Other bituminous Coal

• Lignite
• Other sub-bituminous coal



Examples

Manufacturing, construction and non-fuel 
mining industries
Iron and steel
Chemical and petrochemical
Other industry

Non-ferrous metals
Non-metallic minerals
Transport equipment
Machinery
Mining and quarrying
Food, beverages and tobacco
Paper, pulp and printing
Wood and wood products
Construction
Textiles and leather
Not elsewhere specified 

Or even ask for a ISIC 2-digit level of detail

• UNSD Questionnaire • IEA/Eurostat/ECE Q.
Industry Sector

Iron and steel
Chemical and petrochemical

Non-ferrous metals
Non-metallic minerals
Transport equipment
Machinery
Mining and quarrying
Food, beverages and tobacco
Paper, pulp and printing
Wood and wood products
Construction
Textiles and leather
Not elsewhere specified (Industry)

Format of UNSD Questionnaire
• UNSD Questionnaire
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Supply

Transformation

Energy 
industry own 
use

Energy 
consumption



Revised UNSD Questionnaire

Composed of five parts
• Coal (SIEC Sections 0, 1 and 2)
• Gas (SIEC Section 3)
• Oil (SIEC Section 4)
• Renewables (SIEC Sections 5 and 6)
• Electricity and Heat (SIEC Sections 7 and 8)

Two ways to input the data
for a selected product: historical data (same as before)
for a selected year: data for all products
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What’s next?

• We are currently preparing a final draft of the revised 
questionnaire

• Next round of data collection with the revised 
questionnaire

• Explore ways to facilitate the automatic filling of the 
questionnaire or even use different format (e.g. SDMX) 



Thank you!
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