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The French national institute of statistics and economic studies (INSEE) supervises two “Grandes Ecoles” (the ENSAE
 and the ENSAI
).  The initial training of the executives of the French public statistical system is one of the missions of these “Ecoles”. These executives are recruited by competitive examinations; they benefit from an initial training of two academic years which leads to a master in economics and statistics. Except few specific courses the syllabus does not distinguish the future executives of the public statistical system of the other students who will be hired by public or private companies after graduation from the ENSAE or the ENSAI.

The program of the educations is available on the sites of schools:
- for the ENSAE : http://www.ensae.fr/ensae_engl//content/view/18/48/
- pour l’ENSAI : http://www.ensai.com/en/maj-e/c2a2i6708/programme/study-organisation/curriculum-overview.htm
These two sites are in English. Certain information can be more complete and precise on the websites in French:

-  http://www.ensae.fr/  for the ENSAE 

-  http://www.ensai.com/ for the ENSAI
These schools welcome students of all the nationalities but the courses are delivered in French even if there are some theoretical and technical lessons in English. The practice of the French language has to be at a minimum level before the arrival in these schools; there are specific courses of "French as a Foreign Language" for the foreign students which complete the current practice of the day to day French conversations.

The ENSAE and the ENSAI can welcome civil servants or future civil servants of French or foreign administrations on proposition of their Ministry without passing the competitive entrance examination. It is however advisable to be very rigorous on the academic level in particular in mathematics and on the minimum level of knowledge of the French language. The students of the schools of Insee and the training program are at the level of the best MSc of statistics and economics department of the best North American universities. These schools will verify the levels of the trainees by tests before the admission.
There are two levels of executives at INSEE: the Administrateurs and the Attachés of INSEE. For the Attachés there exists a "Formation continue diplômante des Attachés" (FCDA) whose format is very comparable to the MSc in Official Statistics of the University of Southampton in UK (see note GENES n°019/J001 du 17 avril 2008). These training programs take place by credits in parallel with the professional activities. The FCDA program is organized by modules of one week at the rate of three modules a year for every participant. The program of the FCDA training is available only in French: http://www.ensai.com/fcda/index_ext.htm. 
The directorate of higher learning and research of Insee covers also a continuous training center “Le CEPE” which proposes an annual catalogue of training courses (in French), customized training courses (in French or in English) and answers to calls for tender of companies, administrations or government agencies to set up training initiatives. The site of Le CEPE is: http://www.ensai.com/fcda/index_ext.htm . There is no English translation of it.
Beyond learning, training and education, the INSEE has a research center (the CREST
). The CREST is a shared center with the schools. One of the missions of the CREST is to maintain and to develop the skills of the professional statisticians of the French National Institute. For a display of the actions and the missions of the directorate of higher learning and research at INSEE you will find attached a series of slides
.
Other European training programs
Within the framework of a "Task Force ESTP
" the team in charge of the training at Eurostat
 intends to list the European universities working in connection with the national statistical institutes. Except the University of Southampton indicated above and our “Ecoles”, the University of Trier proposes training programs as well; there are also continuing ancient relations between the universities of the Czech republic and their national statistical office. Outside of the European Union we find a very good department of statistics of the University of Neuchatel which works in close association with the Swiss Federal Statistical Office. The works of the team of Eurostat should complete this short list.
Written as a contribution for this Task Force you will find in appendix to this text a note on the opportunity to set up a system of masters in official statistics where Eurostat could put a label.
By a contact with Eurostat (see footnote 6) you will also obtain information on the current training program for the European statisticians (ESTP) which gathers 17 INS in a consortium managed by two organs ADETEF ( France) and ICON ( Germany). This basic program is completed by Eurostat and by the countries of the EFTA. You can find more details at the following address: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/PGP_INSITE/PGE_ESTAT/ESTP%20CORE%20PROGRAMME%20JULY%202008.PDF
� ENSAE : Ecole nationale de la statistique et de l’administration économique


� ENSAI : Ecole nationale de la statistique et de l’analyse de l’information


� CREST : centre de recherche en économie et statistique : http://www.crest.fr/ 


� PrésentationGENESoctobre2007.ppt


� ESTP : European Statistical Training Program


� The e-mail adresse of the head of this service is: 'Thana.Chrissanthaki@ec.europa.eu'





