













































































COMPILATION Pr. 410 (continued)

(9) Deaths cross-classified by sex, age, and cause Tabulation programme
(Tabulate only for the country as a whole.) (continued)
Classtfications Death tabulations
Sex : male, female. (continued)

Age: under 1 year, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5-9, 10-14, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29 . . .
85 and over, not stated.
Cause of death: Intermediate List of 150 Causes.!!

(10) Resident deaths cross-classified by sex, age, and cause
Classifications
Sex : male, female.
Age: under 1 year, 1-4, 5-14, 15-24, 25-34 . . . 65-74, 75 and over,
not stated.
Cause: Abbreviated List of 50 Causes.1?

(11) Resident deaths cross-classified by type of certification and cause
Classifications
Type of certification :13 medical, other, not stated.

Cause: Intermediate List of 150 Causes.?

(12) Infant deaths (under 1 year of age) classified by place of occurrence
(Tahulate also for each geographic unit smaller than the major civil division.)
Classification
Place of occurrence: each major civil division, each geographic

unit smaller than the major civil division, each very important
city in the country.

(13) Infant deaths (under 1 year of age) classified by place of residence of mother
(Tabulate also for each geographic unit smaller than the major civil division.)
Classification
Place of residence: each major civil division, each geographic

unit smaller than the major civil division, each very important
city in the country.

(14) Resident infant deaths (under 1 year of age) cross-classified by age and
month of occurrence
Classifications
Age: under 28 days, under 1 year, not stated.

Month of occurrence: calendar month.

(15) Resident infant deaths (under 1 year of age) cross-classified by sex and age
Classifications

Sex : male, female.
Age: under 1 day, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 days; 7-13, 14-20, 21-27, 28 days
to under 2 months; 2, 3,4 ... 11 months; not stated.
(16) Resident infant deaths (under 1 year of age) classified by cause of death
Classification
Causes of deathi: selected underlying causes.!*

(17) Feetal deaths classified by place of occurrence Feetal-death tabulations

Classification
Place of occurrence: each major civil division, each very impor-

tant city in the country.

" Manual of the International Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries, and
Causes of Death. Op. cit., pp. 355-360.

 Ibid., pp. 361-2.
" In order to give some indication of the specific type of medical certification, it is

suggested that, if possible, a distinction be made between certification by the physician or
surgeon who attended.the deceased at the last illness and certification by a medical practi-
tioner who only examined thé body after death.

* Causes of death to be selected are those which are important as causes of infant
mortality. Categories should be selected from the “Detailed List” of the Manual of the
International Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries, and Causes of Death, op. cit.,
pp. 1-42.
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Pr. 410 (continued)
Tabulation programme
(continued)

Feetal-death tabulations
(continued)

Confinement
tabulation

Marriage tabulations

/

PRINCIPLES FOR A VITAL STATISTICS SYSTEM

(18) Resident feetal deaths classified by sex and period of gestation
Classification

Period of gestation: under 20 completed weeks, 20-27 comple
weeks, 28-36 completed weeks, 37 completed weeks and o
not stated.

(19) Resident late” feetal deaths cross-classified by sex and legitimaey
Classifications

Sex: male, female, not stated.
Legitimacy : legitimate, illegitimate, not stated.

(20) dReﬁident late™ foetal deaths cross-classified by age of mother and total bi
order’

Classifications

Age: under 15 years, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-
45-49, 50 and over, not stated.
Total birth order: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th . . . 10th and over, not state
(21) Confinements' cross-classified by type of birth and status of issue wi
respect to being born alive or dead
Classifications

Type of birth: single, twin, triplet, quadruplet, etc., and nc
stated.

Status of issue:

Single —live birth,
feetal death;

Twin — 2 live births,
1 live birth and 1 feetal death,
2 feetal deaths:

Triplet — 3 live births,
2 live births and 1 feetal death,
1 live birth and 2 feetal deaths,

3 feetal deaths;
and so forth.

(22) Resident™ marriages classified by month of occurrence

Classification
Month of occurrence: calendar month.

{23) Resident marriages cross-classified by age of bride and age of groom
Classification

Age: under 15 years, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29 . . . 75 and over, not
statéd.

(24) Resident marriages cross-classified by previous marital status of bride and
provious marital status of groom

Classification

Marital status: single, widowed, divorced (or equivalent). In
addition, “married” for males if polygamy is allowed.

*“Late fetal deaths” refer to those of 28 completed weeks of gestation and over.

* “Total birth order” is the numerical order of the feetus (the report of whose death
is being tabulated) in relation to all previous issue of the mother, irrespective of whether
the issue were live-born or dead feetuses, or whether pregnancies were nuptial or extra-
nuptial. It is computed on information given in item (19) of Principle 309, that is “Number
of children born to this mother”, or “‘total issue”. Should it be desirable to restrict “total
birth order” to nuptial or legitimate issue only, it is suggested that the term “marriage
total birth order” be adopted for this modified index.

" “Confinements”, as used here, is synonymous with “deliveries”, “maternities”, or
“total cases of birth”. The number of confinements is the same as the number of individuals
(live-born or still-born) in the case of single births, but is of course less than the total
number of live births plus feetal deaths in the case of plural issue, inasmuch as the term
refers to the “sets” of twins or triplets.

* Tabulations should be made by residence of the bride as well as by residence of the
groom.
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COMPILATION

(25) Marriages cross-classified by previous marital status and age of participants.
Tabulate separately for bride and for groom

(Tabulate only for the country as a whole.)
Classifications

Marital status: single, widowed, divorced (or equivalent). In
addition, “married” for males if polygamy is allowed.

Age: under 15 years, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29 . . . 75 and over, not
stated.

(26) Divorces classified by place of occurrence
Classification
Place of occurrence: each major civil division, each very impor-
tant city in the country.

(27) Resident diverces cross-classified by age of wife and age of husband
Classification
Age: under 15 years, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29 . . . 75 and over, not
stated.

(28) Divorces cross-classified by duration of marriage” and age of divorcees,
Tabulate separately for husband and for wife

(Tabulate only for the country as a whole.)

Classifications

Age: under 15 years, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29 . . . 75 and over, not
stated.

Duration of marriage: under 1 year, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 years,
10-14, 15-19, 20 years and over, not stated.

(29) Di.vorcgs cross-classified by number of dependent children and duration of
marriage
(Tabulate only for the eountry as a whole.)

Classtficalions,

Number of dependent children: none, 1 child, 2 children . . .
7 and over, not stated.

Duration of marriage: under 1 year, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 years,
10-14, 15-19, 20 years and over, not stated.

411. Tabulations necessary for the administration of the vital registration system

In addition to the tabulations mentioned in Principle 410 (e),
provision should be made to tabulate items which evaluate the efficiency
of the registration system. Such tabulations would be utilized in the analy-
sis of vital statistics and would serve as a guide for the improvement of
services.

412. Provision of tabulations to meet local needs

(a) The national tabulation programme carried out by a national
office of vital statistics may need to be supplemented by summary tabula-
tions, made at the local or regional level by the services concerned, which
would have as their objective the prompt provision of information on sub-
jects requiring immediate administrative action.

(b) Provision should be made at the national level to provide,
on request, detailed geographic tabulations which may not be included in
the routine national tabulation programme.

" “Duration of marriage” is the time, in completed years, elapsed between the exact
date of the marriage being dissolved and the date of the divorce.

Pr. 411-412

Tabulation progra:
(continued)

Marriage tabulatio
(continued)

Divorce tabulations

Tabulations for local
areas




Glossary of terms

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Analysis (statistical) is the examination of data by the statistical mett
to distinguish the component parts or elements, to investigate th
nature and relation to each other and to the whole, and to interpret the
quantitative, causal, or probable relations in terms of the problem und
study.

Assembling is the process of gathering or bringing together statisti
compiled on a decentralized basis.

Classtfication is the systematic arrangement (sorting) of units into tf
established mutually exclusive categories or classes of a definite class
fication scheme, designed for a specific characteristic of the unit.

Collection is the process of gathering individual reports on vital event
for the purpose of compiling statistics from them.

Compilation is the process of condensation of information by classifying
and tabulating statistical reports in various categories or classes witt
the object of producing vital statistics according to a predeterminec
programme.

Consolidation is the process of combining into one aggregate statistics
compiled by different agents.

Distribution is the process of disseminating statistics among eonsumers,
usually in the form of published documents.

Presentation is the making available of statistics, through publication or
other means of dissemination.

Recording (statistical) is the inscription, for statistical purposes, of speci-
fied items of information with respect to a registered event.

Register (noun) is a collection, list, or file of records arranged according
to some filing scheme,

Register (verb)—see “registration”.

Registrar is the official authorized to register the occurrence of a vital
event and to record the required details with respect to it.

Registration is the legal recording with the authorized officials of the
occurrence of an event, together with certain identifying or descriptive
characteristics of the event.

Registration method is the continuous and permanent, compulsory record-
ing of the occurrence and the characteristics of vital events primarily
for their value as legal documents and secondarily for their usefulness
as a source of statistics.

Registration record is the legal document which attests to the occurrence
and to certain characteristics of a vital event.

Registration statistics—see “vital statistics”.

Report (statistical) is the record containing the items of information with
respect to a vital event, that is, the “raw” materials systematically
arranged, which are required for vital statistics.

Reporting (statistical) is the transmission of statistical reports on vital
events to the agency responsible for compilation of statistics on these
events.

Tabulation is the counting of units in each category of a specific classifi-
cation scheme and the systematic arrangement (seriation) of the results
in such tabular form as will serve the needs of the investigation.
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GLOSSARY

Vital event is a live birth, death, feetal death, marriage, divorce, adoption,
legitimation, recognition, annulment, or legal separation.
Vital record—see “‘registration record”.

Vital statistics are the facts, systematically collected and compiled in
numerical form,' relating to or derived from records of vital events.

Glossary (continued)




SUBJECT-MATTER INDEX

(Numbers refer to Principles in which the subject is treated.)

Accuracy of data, improvement of,
306

Adoption, statistical definition of, 202

Annual tabulation programme for
national and international pur-
poses, 410

Annulment, statistical definition of,
202,

Calendar periods, tabulation by, 407

Centralization:
of collection, 303
of compilation, 404, 405
of registration, 205

Certificate of cause of death, medical,
307

Certification of cause of death, 307

Channelling statistical reports, 303,
304

Collection of statistical reports:
control of, 304
organization for, 303

Compilation of national vital statis-
tics:
from individual statistical reports,

405

goal of, 401
organization for, 404

Completeness:
improvement of, 306
of coverage, 305
of registration, 402
of reporting, 301, 302

Compulsory nature of registration,
203

Confidentiality, 103

Confinements, suggested tabulation
of, 410

Content of statistical report on a vital
event, 308

Control of receipt of statistical re-
ports, 304

Co-ordination, 105, 205

Cost of current registration, 211

“Cut-off date,” 406

Data, improvement of completeness
and accuracy, 306

“Date of occurrence” as a basis for
tabulations, 408

“Date of registration” as a basis for
tabulations, 408

Death:
statistical definition of, 202
statistical report, items suggested

for, 308

tabulations, 410

“Declared évents,” provision for reg-
istration of, 214

Definition of :
adoption, 202
annulment, 202
death, 202

divorce, 202
each item on the registration
record, 216
each item on the statistical report,
309
feetal death, 202
legal separation, 202
legitimation, 202
live birth, 202
marriage, 202
recognition, 202
stillbirth, 202
vital events, 202
vital statistics svstem, 101
Delayed registration, provision for,
213
Divorce:
statistical definition of, 202
statistical report, items suggested
for, 308
tabulations, 410
Duties of registrar, 207, 305
Efficiency:
of registrars, 208
of registration system. 411
Evaluation of the vital statistics sys-
tem, 106
Feetal death:
statistical definition of, 202
statistical report, items suggested
for, 308
tabulations, 410
Form and content of the registration
record, 215
Form of the statistical report on a
vital event, 307
Function of a vital statistics system,
102
Goal of the compilation programme,
401
Improvement of completeness and ac-
curacy of data reported for statis-
tical purposes, 306
Incentives to registration, 204, 211
Individuality of statistical reports,
307
Infant death tabulations, 410
Informant:
designation of, 209
duties of, 209
education of, 306
International comparability, 309, 401,
410
Items on statistical report, definition
of each, 309
Items suggested for statistical report
of:
death, 308
divorce, 308
feetal death, 308
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live birth, 308
marriage, 308
Legal separation, statistical definition
of, 202
Legitimation, statistical definition of,
202
Live birth:
statistical definition of, 202
statistical report, items suggested
for, 308
tabulations, 410
Local area tabulations, 412
Marriage:
statistical definition of, 202
statistical report, items suggested
for, 308
tabulations, 410
Medical certificate of cause of death,
form of, 307
Medical certification of cause of
death, responsibility for, 209
National Committees on Vital and
Health Statistics, 105
National tabulation area, 402
National vital statistics:
form of report from which com-
piled, 405
organization for compilation of, 404
National vital statistics systems, re-
sponsibility for establishment, 104
Number and size of primary registra-
tion units, 206
Organization:
for collection of statistical reports,
303
for compilation of national vital
statistics, 404
for registration at local and na-
tional level, 205
Place of record linkage (population
registers) in the vital statisties
system, 109
Place of registration, 210
Place of residence, 210
determination of, for tabulation
purposes, 409
Place of residence versus place of
occurrence in tabulations, 409
Place of sampling in the vital statis-
tics system, 107
Place of special surveys in the vital
statistics system, 108
Place where registration is to be
made, 210
Population registers, place of in the
vital statistics system, 109
Presumed deaths, 214
Primary registration units, number
and size of, 206
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Priorities:
for collection of information, 308
for registration of vital events, 201
Proof of registration, 211
Querying procedures, 306
Recognition, statistical definition of,
202
Recording statistical information, 305
Record linkage in the vital statistics
system, 109
Registers, 215, 216
Registrar:
duties of, 207, 305
improving efficiency of, 208
registration responsibilities, 207
statistical responsibilities, 305
Registration:
cost of, 211
“declared events,” 214
delayed, 213
incentives to, 204
informant, 209 )
organization for, 205
place where made, 210
proof of, 211
time allowed, 212
Registration method, definition of,
102, 201
Registration record:
definition of each item on, 216
form and content of, 215
Registration system, efficiency of, 411
Registration units, number and size
of, 206

SUBJECT-MATTER INDEX

Sampling in the vital statistics sys-
tem, 107
Size of primary registration units,
206
Statistical reporting area, geographic
and ethnic aspects, 302
Statistical reporting, coverage, 301
Statistical reports:
contents of, 308
control of receipt of, 304
definition of each item on, 309
form of, 307
improvement of, 306
individuality of, 307
items suggested for:
death, 308
divorce, 308
feetal death, 308
live birth, 308
marriage, 308
uniformity of, 307
Stillbirth, statistical definition of, 202
Surveys in the vital statistics system,
108
Tabulation area, geographic aspect,
402
Tabulation by:
calendar periods, 407
date of occurrence or date of regis-
tration, 408
place of occurrence and place of
residence, 409

28

Tabulation coverage:
“cut-off date,” 406
ethnic aspect, 403
Tabulation programme for national
and international purposes, 410
411, 412
Tabulations proposed for:
confinements, 410
deaths, 410
divorces, 410
feetal deaths, 410
live births, 410
marriages, 410
Time allowed for current'regﬁstration,
212
Training of registrars, 208, 306
Uniformity:
in classification and tabulation, 405
in form of statistical report, 307
in registration records, 215
Vital events on which data should be
collected by registration method,
201
Vital statistics system:
co-ordination. of, 105
definition of, 101
evaluation of, 106
function of, 102
place of record linkage (population
registers) in, 109
place of sampling in, 107
place of special surveys in, 108
responsibilities for, 104
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Population and Vital Statistics Reports (quarterly). Each issue supersedes the previous one. (E) $0.25*

per issue.
Series B: Statistical Notes (current events in international statistics) (periodically). (E,S)**
Series C: Sample Surveys of Current Interest, Fourth Report. (E,F,S) $0.50*
Series E: No. 3: National Income and its Distribution in Under-Developed Countries (E,F) $0.40*
Series H: No. 4: Statistics of National Income and Expenditure (semi-annual). (E) $0.50%
Series J: No. 1: World Energy Supplies in Selected Years, 1929-1950 (E/F) $1.25*
Series M: No. 4: International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities. (E,F,S)**
No. 8: International Standard Definitions for Transport Statistics (1950). (E,F,S)**
No. 10:

Standard International Trade Classification, 1951 (Second Edition). (E,F,S) $1.50*

Indexed Edition: Commodity Indexes for the Standard International Trade Classification, 1953 (E) $5.00%

No. 11:
No. 14:
No. 15:

No. 16:
Ottawa, Canada, 1952 (E) $1.50*

No. 17:

List of Statistical Series collected by International Organizations. (E) **

Retail Price Comparisons for International Salary Determination (E) $0.40*

Report on the Western Pacific Regional Seminar on Vital Statistics and Health Statistics. (E) **
Report and Proceedings of the United Nations International Seminar on Statistical Organization,

International Standards in Basic Industrial Statistics (E) $0.30%

STUDIES IN METHODS -

Series F: No. 1: Index Numbers of Industrial Production (1950) $0.25%. (E and S; F out of stock) (Covers objects
and uses of index numbers, relationship to other general economic indicators and to national income accounting, scope,
grouping. formulae, base period, series, weights. problems of calculation, long-run comparisons, priorities and the use

of sampling methods in their compilation.)

* All United Nations sales publications may be purchased in local currencies. Please see list of United Nations sales agents

overleaf.

** For the time being, a limited number of these publications will be available without charge from the Statistical Office, United

Nations, New York, U. S. A.

E=English; F=—French;

S=Spanish;

E/F=bilingual text.
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