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‘anuatu hemi kaontem yu

New Census
Manager appointed

Recently the Vanuatu National Statistics Office
through the Public Service Commission duly appointed
Mr Benuel Lenge a Statistician from the VNSO

as Census Manger to head up the organisation

and supervise the taking of the Population and Housing
Census throughout the nation in the run up to census
night 15 November 2009.

The last Population and Housing Census in Vanuatu was
held in 1999. Next year will be the third census in the
country since Vanuatu gained independnce in 1980.

Benuel Lenge (pictured opposite), aged 30 is Vanuatu’s
youngest ever census commisioner and was appointed to
the post in July this year. Mr Lenge who holds a Masters
Degree in Population Studies from Australian National
University says “Census is a snapshot of the number and characteristics of people in Vanuatu on census night. Its results help
the Vanuatu Government plan and fund our public services - health, education, transport - based on what we need”.

Mr Benuel Lenge, Census Ma

In another development the first census project steering committee meeting was held on 2nd of October 2008. The meeting was
chaired by the Director General of the Ministry of Finance, Mr George Maniuri. The committee is expected to meet every two
months to report on progress or any difficulties. For instance in the first meeting in October with stakeholder representatives from
line ministries discussed design and content of the census questionnaire, and an overall budget and timeline was agreed upon.

. The 3rd Census of Population and Housing in Vanuatu was officially
Ce n S u S ro ect 2 009 launched at the Le Meridian hotel on Friday 14 November to
p J conincide with the presentation of the Agriculture Census final

report and winding up of the project. Present for the launch was

Offi Cia I I |a u n C h ed the Acting Government Satistician Mr Simil Johnson and First
y Political Advisor Mr Augustine Garae within the Ministry of Finance.

The theme for 2009 is ‘Vanuatu hemi kaontem yu'.
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In preparation for Census 2009, the VNSO conducted a Pilot Census on 15th November 2008. The purpose of the pilot
was primarily to test questions in the questionnaire and trial new technologies such as GPS capture of HH locations and the
use of scanning of the census forms.

Four main areas throughout Vanuatu were selected for the November Pilot Census to cover approximately 1,200 households.
Enumeration Area (EA) boundaries were designed (geospatially) to represent small areas of equal population size of
approximately 60 HHs so that one enumerator can cover an EA. EAs were also designed to take into consideration land area and
ease of travel.

For the Pilot Census 5 Enumeration Areas located in the peri-urban area of Blacksands in Port Vila were chosen, 5 more
enumeration areas of Port Vila town including SeasideTongoa-Futuna, Vila East (2), Ex British Prison, Vila Central Hospital were
also selected as established urban areas in Port Vila to be tested. 5 EAs from the rural area of Banban, Santo (near Luganville
urban centre) in the Sanma Province. While 5 remaining enumeration areas for the pilot include the remote Islands of Mota-
Lava and Rah from the northern Torba Province.
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Ready for the field

In the November Pilot Census this year 25 field workers
from Vanuatu National Statistics Office fanned out
over 3 areas of the country to collect information on
approximately 1200-1500 households as part of testing
procedures in the run up to next years ‘main event’ the
Population and Housing Census throughout the entire
nation kicking off on Census night 15 November 2009.

For VNSO this is one of the largest data collections
ever undertaken in Vanuatu. With the exercise only
occurring once every ten years therefore quality
field work is essential to the success of the pilot.

During field work, a canvassing method of enumeration
will be used where the enumerator will conduct an
interview with he respondent while simultaneously
completing the questionnaire.

Following 5 five days of training focussing on content of the pilot questionaire, enumeration procedures quality assurance and

map reading skills fieldwork begun. Enumerators have to be prepared for possible complex situations they may face while
gathering information. But enumerators are not on their own. For the pilot census, management of field work involves two levels: a
central team based in VNSO head office in Port Vila and 3 enumerator supervisors covering each pilot area. A period of one to two
weeks has been assigned for data collection and supervisors are encouraged to follow up on incidents where enumerators were not
able to make contact with a household.
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Enumerator Dickie Napinmaligathering information from a head of household respondent, Blacksands, Port Vila
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