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The quality code for the 1978 estimates, presented in
table 3, and the Technical Notes for table 3 deal with the
subject in detail. In brief, these estimates are affected by
the accuracy and recency of the census, if any, on which
estimates are based and by the method of time adjust­
ment. However, the policy of replacing out-of-line esti­
mates and scattered census results by an internally
consistent series of mid-year estimates constructed by
the Population Division of the United Nations Secretariat
should increase comparability.

Because the reliability of the population estimates
for any given country or area is based on the quality
code for the 1978 estimate, the reliability of estimates
prior to 1978 may be overstated.

The mid-year estimates prepared by the Population
Division of the United Nations Secretariat, used to sup­
plement official data in this table, have the advantage
of being prepared by a consistent methodology. How­
ever, it is very important to note that, among countries
or areas, the actual amount of data and the quality of
those data upon which the estimates were based, vary
considerably.

International comparability of mid-year population
estimates is also affected because some of these estimates
refer to the de jure, and not the de facto population. In­
dividual cases, when known, are foot-noted. The differ­
ence between the de facto and the de jure population is
discussed at length in section 3.1.1 of the Technical
Notes.

Coverage: Estimates of the mid-year population are
shown for 198 countries or areas, with a population of
10 000 or more.

Earlier data: Estimates of mid-year population have
been shown in previous issues of the Demographic Year­
book. For information on specific years covered, readers
should consult the index.

Table 6

Table 6 presents urban and total population by sex
for as many years as possible between 1969 and 1978.

Description of variables: Data are from nation-wide
population censuses or are estimates, some of which are
based on sample surveys of population carried out among
all segments of the population. Estimates are identified
by an "(E)" following the date in the stub; sample surveys
are further identified by foot-notes; other data may be
presumed to be from population censuses.

Data refer to the de facto population; exceptions are
foot-noted.

Estimates of urban population presented in this table
have been limited to countries or areas for which esti­
mates have been based on the results of a sample survey
or have been constructed by the component method from
the results of a population census or sample survey. Dis­
tributions which result when the estimated total popula­
tion is distributed by urban/rural residence according to
percentages in each group at the time of a census or

sample survey are not acceptable and they have not been
included in this table.

Urban is assumed to be defined according to the na­
tional census definitions set forth at the end of this table.

Reliability of data: Estimates which are believed to be
less reliable are set in italics rather than in roman type.
Classification in terms of reliability is based on the method
of construction of the total population estimate as shown
in table 3 and discussed in the Technical Notes for that
table.

Limitations: Statistics on urban population by sex are
subject to the same qualifications as have been set forth
for population statistics in general, as discussed in sec­
tion 3 of the Technical Notes.

The basic limitations imposed by variations in the
definition of the total population and in the degree of
under-enumeration is perhaps more important in rela­
tion to urbani rural than to any other distributions. The
classification by urban and rural will, for example, be
affected by variations in defining usual residence for pur­
poses of sub-national tabulations. Likewise, the geo­
graphical differentials in the degree of under-enumeration
in censuses will affect the comparability of these categor­
ies throughout the table.

The distinction between de facto and de jure popula­
tions is also very important with respect to urbani rural
distributions. The difference between the de facto and
the de jure population is discussed at length in section
3.1.1 of the Technical Notes.

A most important and specific limitation, however, lies
in the national differences in the definition of urban.
Because the distinction between urban and rural areas
is made in so many different ways, the definitions have
been included at the end of this table. The definitions
are necessarily brief and, where the classification as urban
involves administrative civil divisions, they are often
given in the terminology of the particular country or area.
As a result of variations in terminology, it may appear
that differences between countries or areas are greater
than they actually are. On the other hand, similar or
identical terms (for example, town, village, district) as
used in different countries or areas may have quite dif­
ferent meanings.

It will be seen from an examination of the definitions
that they fall roughly into three major types: (1) classifi­
cation of certain size localities as urban; (2) classification
of administrative centres of minor civil divisions as urban
and the remainder of the division as rural; and (3) classi­
fication of minor civil divisions on a chosen criterion
which may include type of local government, number
of inhabitants or proportion of population engaged in
agriculture.

Places with as few as 400 inhabitants are considered
urban in Albania, while in Austria the lower limit is 5 000
persons. In Bulgaria, urban refers to localities legally
established as urban regardless of size; in Israel, it im­
plies predominantly non-agricultural centres; in Sweden,
it is built-up areas with less than 200 metres between
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houses. The lack of strict comparability is immediately
apparent.

The designation of areas as urban or rural is so closely
bound up with historical, political, cultural, and adminis­
trative considerations that the process of developing uni­
form definitions and procedures moves very slowly. Not
only do the definitions differ one from the other, but, in
fact, they may no longer reflect the original intention
of distinguishing urban from rural. The criteria once
established on the basis of administrative subdivisions (as
most of these are) become fixed and resistant to change.
For this reason, comparisons of time-series data may be
severely affected because the definitions used become
outdated. Special care must be taken in comparing data
from censuses with those from sample surveys because
the definitions of urban used may differ.

Despite their shortcomings, however, statistics of urban
and rural population are useful for comparing on a broad
scale degrees of urbanization between countries or areas.
No matter how they are defined urban is likely to include
a heavy concentration of clearly "urban" population,
while rural will be heavily weighted towards village or
clearly "rural" areas. Thus, the differences between ur­
ban and rural characteristics of the population, though
not precisely measured, will tend to be reflected in the
statistics.

Coverage: Urban and total population by sex are shown
for 138 countries or areas.

Earlier data: Urban and total population by sex have
been shown in previous issues of the Demographic Year­
book. For information on specific years covered, readers
should consult the index.

Table 7

Table 7 presents population by age, sex and urbani
rural residence for the latest available year between 1969
and 1978.

Description of variables: Data in this table either are
from population censuses or are estimates, some of which
are based on sample surveys. Data refer to the de facto
population unless otherwise noted.

The reference date of the census or estimate appears
in the stub of the table. The results of censuses are iden­
tified by a "(C)" following the date. In general, the esti­
mates refer to mid-year (l July).

Age is defined as age at last birthday, that is, the dif­
ference between the date of birth and the reference date
of the age distribution expressed in completed solar years.
The age classification used in this table is the following:
under 1 year, 1-4 years, 5-year groups through 80-84
years, and 85 years and over and age unknown.

The urbani rural classification of population by age
and sex is that provided by each country or area; it is
presumed to be based on the national census definitions
of urban population that have been set fortn at the end
of table 6.

Estimates of population by age and sex presented in
this table have been limited to countries or areas for which
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estimates have been based on the results of a sample
surveyor have been constructed by the component
method from the results of a population census or sample
survey. Distributions which result when the estimated
total population is distributed by age and sex according
to percentages in each age-sex group at the time of a
census or sample survey are not acceptable and they have
not been included in this table.

Reliability of data: Estimates which are believed to be
less reliable are set in italics rather than in roman type.
Classification in terms of reliability is based on the
method of construction of the total population estimate
as shown in table 3 and discussed in the Technical Notes
for that table. No attempt has been made to take account
of age-reporting accuracy, the evaluation of which has
been described in section 3.1.3 of the Technical Notes.

Limitations: Statistics on population by age and sex are
subject to the same qualifications as have been set forth
for population statistics in general and age distributions
in particular, as discussed in sections 3 and 3.1.3, re­
spectively, of the Technical Notes.

Comparability of population data classified by age
and sex is limited in the first place by variations in the
definition of total population, discussed in detail in sec­
tion 3 of the Technical Notes, and by the accuracy of the
original enumeration. Both of these factors are more im­
portant in relation to certain age groups than to others.
For example, under-enumeration is known to be more
prevalent among infants and young children than among
older persons. Similarly the exclusion from the total
population of certain groups which tend to be of selected
ages (such as the armed forces) can markedly affect the
age structure and its comparability with that for other
countries or areas. Consideration should be given to the
implications of these basic limitations in using the data.

Further to these general qualifications are the special
problems of comparability which arise in relation to age
statistics in particular. Age distributions of population are
known to suffer from certain deficiencies which have
their origin in irregularities in age reporting. Although
some of the irregularities tend to be obscured or elimi­
nated when data are tabulated in five-year age groups
rather than by single years, precision still continues to be
affected, though the degree of distortion is not always
readily seen. 23

Another limitation on comparability is found in the
basis for the age classification employed by the various
countries or areas. Some distributions are based on the
year of birth rather than the age at last birthday, in other
words, calculated using the day, month and year of birth.
Distributions based on the year of birth only, are foot­
noted when known.

The absence of frequencies in the unknown age group
does not necessarily indicate completely accurate report­
ing and tabulation of the age item. It is often an indica-

23 For further information, see Manual IV: Methods of Estimating
Basic Demographic Measures from Incomplete Data (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.67XIII.2).


