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Table 14 presents infant deaths and infant-mortality
rates, by urban/rural residence for as many years as pos­
sible between 1972-1976.

Description of variables: Infant deaths are deaths of
live-born infants under one year of age.

Frequencies shown are obtained in most part from civil
registers of death. In addition, in a number of cases
where civil registration data are known to be non-existent
or unreliable, it has been possible to include estimated
data from survey results which are thought to reflect the
true level of infant mortality. To distinguish them from
civil-registration data, they are identified and their nature
explained in foot-notes.

Urban is assumed to have been defined to accord with
the national definitions of "urban" used in the censuses
of population. These national definitions are set forth at
the end of table 6.

Rate computation: Crude registered infant-mortality
rates are the number of deaths under one year of age
during the year per 1 000 live births (as shown in table 9)
which occurred during the same time period.

Urban and rural rates are the number of deaths under
one year of age reported as urban and rural per 1 000
urban or rural live births (as shown in table 9) in the same
year.

Where frequencies are available, rates have been com­
puted in the Statistical Office of the United Nations.

Reliability of data: Unlike data on live births and foetal
deaths, which are generally collected through systems of
vital registration, data on abortion are collected from a
variety of sources. Because of this, the quality specifica­
tion, showing the completeness of civil registers, which is
presented for other tables, does not appear here.

Limitations: With regard to the collection of information
on abortions, a variety of sources are used but hospital
records are the most common source of information. 24

This obviously implies that most cases which have no
contact with hospitals are missed. Data from other
sources are probably also incomplete. The data in the
present table are limited to legally induced abortions
which, by their nature, might be assumed to be more
complete than data on total abortions.
Coverage: Legally induced abortions are shown for
26 countries or areas.

Earlier data: Legally induced abortions have been
shown previously in all issues of the Demographic Year­
book since the 1971 issue. These presented data covering
a period of years as follows:

Issues: Years covered:

24 World Health Organization. World Health Statistics Report,
vol. 22, No. I (Geneva, 1969), pp. 38-42.

24

Table 13

19 Manual of the International Statistical Classification ofDiseases.
Injuries. and Causes of Death. 1965 Revision. vol. I, Geneva, World
Health Organization 1967, p. 243.

20 Ibid., p. 298.
21 Ibid., p. 243.
22 World Health Organization Technical Report Series, Geneva,

1970, No. 461, p. 8.
23 Ibid., p. 32.

Table 13 presents legally induced abortions for as
many years as possible between 1966-1975.

Description of variables: Abortion appears in the
International Classification of Diseases in two places: (a)
as a disease or cause of death of a woman 19 and (b) with
reference to the foetus. 20 It is defined, with reference to
the woman, as any interruption of pregnancy before
28 weeks ofgestation with a deadfoetus. 21 There are two
major categories of abortion: spontaneous and induced.
Induced abortions are those initiated by deliberate action
undertaken with the intention of terminating pregnancy;
all other abortions are considered as spontaneous. 22 The
induction of abortion is subject to governmental regula­
tion in most, if not all, countries or areas. This regulation
varies from complete prohibition in some countries or
areas to abortion on request, with services provided by
governmental health authorities, in others. More gener­
ally, governments have attempted to define the condi­
tions under which pregnancy may lawfully be terminated,
and have established procedures for authorizing abortion
in individual cases. 23

The data are also classified according to the grounds
on which legally induced abortion is permitted. A code
shown next to the country or area name indicates the
grounds on which induced abortion is legal in that par­
ticular country or area. The codes are explained in detail
in the foot-notes.

The focus of the present table is on abortion as a
social, rather than physiological, event. Differences
among countries or areas in definition and in record­
keeping would seem to preclude the collection on any
internationally comparable basis of data on abortion de­
fined solely in physiological terms. By restricting cover­
age to events that have been induced, the table avoids
any distortion arising either from differences in defini­
tion, or from differences in accuracy and comprehen­
siveness of the records kept concerning spontaneous
foetal loss. By further restricting coverage to events per­
formed under legal auspices, the table at least reduces (if
it does not eliminate altogether) the likelihood of distor­
tion arising from any reluctance to report the occurrence
of such a procedure.

Data are presented by urban/rural residence for
25 countries or areas.

Data for ethnic or geographic segments of the popula­
tion are included in the absence of national figures. These
data are not presented as representative of national-level
statistics but as an index of the availability of statistics.

Earlier data: Late foetal deaths and late foetal-death
ratios have been shown in all issues of the Yearbook
beginning with the 1951 issue. For information on
specific years covered, readers should consult the Index.



Since the rates have been computed in accordance
with the conventional method, no adjustment was made
to take account of the fact that a proportion of the infant
deaths which occur during a given year are deaths of
infants who were born during the preceding year and
hence are not taken from the universe of births used to
compute the rates. However, unless the number of live
births or infant deaths is changing rapidly, the error in­
volved is not important. 25

Estimated rates, obtained from sample-survey results,
are the number of infant deaths estimated to have oc­
curred during the reference period (usually 12 months pre­
ceding the date of the survey) per 1 000 live births esti­
mated to have occurred in the same period.

Rates presented in this table have been limited to those
for countries or areas having at least a total of 100 infant
deaths in a given year. Moreover, rates specific for indi­
vidual sub-categories based on 30 or fewer infant deaths
shown in this table are identified by the symbol "0".
Reliability of data: The code, based on the assessment
of each country or area, which indicates the quality of
civil-registration data, is presented in the first column of
the table in the form C, U and....

C indicates that the data are virtually complete, that is,
representing at least 90 per cent coverage while U indi­
cates that the data are unreliable, that is, representing
less than 90 per cent coverage. The classification ... in­
dicates that no information was available regarding qual­
ity.

The basis of this quality specification is described in
greater detail in Section 4.2 of the Technical Notes deal­
ing with the evaluation of Vital Statistics data in general.

It should be noted that the quality code is not applica­
ble to estimated numbers and rates so that when these are
combined in the series with data from civil registers, the
code shown applies only to the latter. Where a series
consists only of estimated rates, the code column will
show two dots (..).

Limitations: Infant-mortality rates are subject to all the
same qualifications as have been set forth in connexion
with table 17 and those for Vital Statistics in general and
death statistics in particular as discussed in Section 4. of
the introduction to the Technical Notes.

An important and widespread limitation on compara­
bility results from compiling statistics of infant deaths
and live births by date of registration rather than date of
occurrence of the events. Where these procedures ob­
tain, a large increase, for whatever reason, in the number
of live births registered in anyone year may introduce
sizable errors into the registered infant-mortality rates,
especially since deaths tend to be more promptly re­
ported than births.

If the delay in registration remains nearly constant, and
is approximately the same for births and deaths, the rates
are not affected to any appreciable degree. But if-as is
the case in many countries or areas-a large proportion
of the births are not registered until many years after

25 For a more detailed discussion of this problem, see w. P. D.
Logan, "The measurement of infant mortality", Population Bulletin of
the United Nations. No.2 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. 53.XII.S), pp. 30-67.

occurrence, then infant-mortality rates obtained by relat­
ing infant deaths for anyone year to births which oc­
curred over a period of years, have little validity. Because
of the importance of this factor, especially as it relates to
the live births which constitute the denominator of the
infant-mortality rates, the statistics known to be by year
of registration are identified by a (t).

Even on a date-of-occurrence basis, underregistration
of births and infant deaths also affects the infant mortal­
ity rates unless the proportion registered is the same for
both components. The Code C or U will serve as a guide
in this connexion. This code refers to the completeness
with which deaths under one year are registered and re­
ported. As noted above, differences in levels of com­
pleteness between the two components of the infant-mor­
tality rate, i.e., the infant deaths and the live births, will
bias the rates upward or downward, the direction of bias
depending on which component is more fully registered.
This factor is not reflected by italics which distinguish
reliable from unreliable data.

Another factor which has a bearing on the complete­
ness of live-births and infant-death registration is that
concerned with the statistical definition of the events to
be reported. The exclusion from both the live-birth and
the death register of live-born infants who die before
24 hours of age or before registration of birth , may distort
the statistics to some extent, tending to give the rates a
downward bias. Failure to register as a live birth each
infant death which occurs during the first few weeks of
life may also be a factor in the lack of comparability
among infant-mortality rates, but the effect, if any, would
be toward an upward bias,

The method of reckoning infant age at death may also
introduce non-comparability. If year alone, rather than
completed minutes, hours, days and months elapsed
since birth, is used to compute infant mortality, many
deaths in the first eleven months of life would be clas­
sified as having completed one year of age and thus be
excluded from the data. Care should be taken to consider
this possibility in comparing and rank ordering infant­
mortality rates. For further discussion, see text of
table 15.

In addition to the above, these data are also subject to
all the limitations imposed by the lack of international
comparability among the national concepts of urbanity
and rurality as described in the text of table 6 in this
issue. However, since the rates are based on live births
and since all vital statistics are assumed to utilize the
same definitions, it is assumed that adequate comparabil­
ity has been achieved between the numerator and de­
nominator of the registered infant mortality rates in re­
spect of urban or rural residence.

On the other hand, estimated rates based on the results
of sample surveys are subject to considerable error as a
result of omissions in reporting infant deaths or as a re­
sult of erroneous reporting of those which occurred out­
side the period of reference. However, rates estimated
from sample surveys do have an outstanding advantage
and that is the availability of a "built-in" and strictly
corresponding base.

Coverage: Infant deaths and infant-mortality rates are
shown for 126 countries or areas.
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